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TRAVELS 

IN 

DENMABK, SWEDEN, AND NORWAY. 



Thomas Boulger, bis wife, and fotir chil* 
clreo, lived on the borders of tbe county of 
Loutb, between Newry apd Narrow- water, just 
where the Ne^y canal flows into Carlingtord 
hdj. He tenanted five and twenty acre^ of 
good arable land, which he did not, like too 
many of his neighbours, neglect, merely be- 
cause he had it at so low a rent as ten shillings 
per acre : he made its produce as mtich as if 
his rent was fifty shillings — and the low rate 
at which he held it, was only an additional^ 
motive for exertion. His father held it before' 
him, and by diiit of industry smd perseverance,*' 
had made the land what it was at the pe- 
rio4 of which we speak. Like many others, 
old Thomas Boulger, the* father, united the 
two opposite, but not incompatible callings 
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of former Bnd linen weaver j and having found 
the advantage of the '* two strings to his bow/' 
aa he called it, lie had brought up his son to 
the loom as well as the plough. If the wea- 
ther be unfavourable for outside work, he can 
be at the web within ; and when the markets 
are bad, or the yarn high, he has his farm to 
mind ; and in the mean time, whether at the 
bench at home, or in the fields abroad, he can 
have his eye upon his family, training them up 
in the ways of virtue and religion, — "those 
ways of pleasantness, whose paths are-peace;" 
and adding to precept the influence of good' 
example. 

In this way the old man had prospered, 
and in a good old age had left his son the le- 

S.CJ of an honest name, of more worth than 
e snug cottage or the land attached, though 
it was what men might call a good take, and 
ensured him comfort and independence as long 
as he should strive to imitate the example which 
had been set him. 

Nor was Thomas Boulger unmindful of the 
lessons which he had early received, or un- 
grateful to kind Providence for the blessings he 
enjoyed. Hi$ wife, a prudent, well-conducted 
woman, pj^oved worthy of his choice ; and as 
a family was coming fast ; about them, it be- 
Koved them to practise all those little plans of 
thrift' and industry which might encreasc their 
store, find enable them to ojiucate their children. 
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Mrs. Botilger Imd her bee-hives each year ; 
they took up little space ; they only required 
care, ctnd tney rendered her a profita:ble re- 
turn; — she had her pigs also; nor was their 
support felt in a family, where between parents, 
children, and two labouring nien whom they 
kept to assist in the farm, eight persons were to 
be fed, and much would necessarily remain, the 
refuse of their meals, which woilld turn to 
account; Thomas Boulger also had his loom, 
as has been mentioned — his garden, and an 
orchard which yielded many bushels of apples^ 
pears, &c. for the market, and allowed 'him 
to make use of the soil for his cows ; besides 
which, he Sometimes would contract to keep a 
few perch of the county road in repair ; — thus 
endeayoiiring, as the phrase is, to earn an ho- 
ncist penny in an honest way; . and it is greatly* 
to his credit to say, that once he obtained a; 
favour from the neighbouring gentry, by whom 
he w&s universally esteemed and respected, he' 
took great care not to forfeit it by any fault 
which it was in his power to avoid. 

What a blessing would it be for Ireland did 
such characters as Tom Boulger abound in 
every county. There was Billy Rogers, who 
lived but three fields from Boulger, and yet to 
look at himself, his wife, his children, his 
cabin, you would have supposed he ha;d never 
seen the good effects of prudence, industry, and 
good conduct* He was not a drunkard, nor an 
B 2 
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idler — these favUs bring with them inevitable , 
ruin — but he had the faulti the common fault 
of the Irish y of never looking beyond the pre- 
sent — no forethought— though many things oc- 
curred at tinges to admonish him; he was likd 
that thoughtless spendthrift who' hailed the 
appearance of a single swallow as the proof 
that summer was at hand ; and was soon re- 
minded, that it is the wise part to think of the 
fiiture as well as the present.' H the good 
cler^man of the parish walked in to see Billy 
Rogers, none were so glad to see him, or moro 
willing to listen to his advice: — " Welcome, 
Sir," said Mrs. Rogers, adjusting her cap, and 
lieck handkerchief, and setting a chair for him, 
from which she had carefully wiped away the 
dust, **1 am glad to see you — James, William, 
where is your bow to the gentleman ; Nancy, 
your curtsey, Miss? — Oh what a shame to 
have the place So dirty — I declare FU beat 
you for not sweeping it before this time of 
day," ** Thank you, Mrs. Rogers," was the 
parson's answer, ** I am sure your blows wont 
be heavy, when you remember that you might 
have thought of it yourself to desire her." — 
** His Reverence has yoii there, sure enough," 
said Bill, good-humouredly, as his wife, half 
smiling, shewed by her ey^s that conscience 
had already told ter as much. " I called to 
see you to-day, William," said the clergyman, 
(without noticing what pasded between them) * 
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to ask you wby you dont send your chfldten to 
the school?" '^And that I will," replied Rogers, 
'' but to-day I am cutting down a bit of oats, and 
I wish to |et it in before the weather changes." 
*' There you are right — but as you are not al- 
ways reaping your oats, why, my friend, keep 
these young ones at home who cannot assist; 
it seems to /me as if it would be an adirantage 
to have them out of your way. And then, 
look at your two daughters there at the looms, 
yott have given them no learning; and though 
often and often I have asked you to send them 
regnlajrly to me on Sunday morning, yet still 
it is the same thing, however different the ex- 
0080." ** Too'true, Sir," said Rogers, " and 
ye| (for ha was always persuading hii^self 
H^i his fault was not so great) and yet how 
can I epiure them on a week-day, they help, 
gpod giris, to earn a bit for the family ? And 
then on Sunday we dont like to let them go, 
their little jthings are so bare; but shortly. Sir, 
{brightening up as he said it) shortly we shall 
have a trifle to lay out, and then you may de- 
pend on it. In the mean time, James, Wil- 
liam, Nancy, remember you go to the school 
io»morrow. You shall find U9 better for the 
future; and we will take our two eldest in 
bands ourselves, and. teach tbem a little in the 
evenings," " Be steady to that resolution,'* 
was generally the parting advice of the good 
minister as he left the cottagei painfully 
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reminded that he had heard the same promise 
often before, and as often know^n it to be for- 
gotten in the anxiety to provide for the pressing 
wants of the day, and the habit of postponing 
all thoQght for the future. 

That such was not the course pursued by 
Boulger, we have already seen, and we shall 
soon have occasion to trace the manner in which 
it was rewarded. Every day he sent his chil- 
dren to the school, and every evening it was 
his care to make them rehearse the lessons of 
the following day. They sat at the further 
iend of the room, under his own eye, and at 
intervals he would converse with them upon 
such subjects as came within his observation, 
mixing all with such remarks and admonitibn? 
as might, under tbe Divine blessing, form their 
minds to virtue. In due time the boys became 
monitors, and, successively, head monitors, 
. securing for themselves the esteem of the mas- 
ter, and the good opinion of the persons who 
superintended and cUrected the master in the 
manageinent of the school. 

In process of time, the good effects of Tho- 
mas Boulger's care of his children became 
manifest; the girls had learned needle- work, 
reading and writing ^t school-^their mother'^s 
A)are had made them notable at home, and^ 
es the world throve, they became necessary 
to take care of the dairy and the poultry, 
^n4 tl^e clothipg Qf th^ family* mUiani 
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Boulgcr, ibo eldest son, bad a liking for 
his father's occupation, and as he fiad been 
taught, without difficulty, to take his father's 
place at the loom, it seemed a natural tran- 
sition from the school desk, to be his father's 
right hand at home, and in the field. The 
second son, Ned, was two years younger, and 
therefore continued at the school tw» years 
after his brother William had left it ne was 
what the world calls a bright boy, having a 
ready talent for every tbing which was taught 
him ; he could write so fine a hand, that Mr. 
Harding, who had the largest property in the 
neighbourhood, and was the chief patron of 
the school, hc^ often brought him to assist his 
land agent in settling his accounts, and copy- 
ing such letters as he sent on business. In 
this small way he had so hiuch, reason to be 
satisfied with him, that he ofiered his father 
to take him altogetber into his family ^ as a 
clerk and assistant to the steward, with a pro- 
mise that he should succeed to tbat place, 
provided he showed himself qualified, and 
endeavoured to acquire the knowledge of 
country business necessary for such a respon- 
sible situation. 

In tbis situation Ned Boulger bad continued 

six years, gradually rising in the esteem of all 

around him, and nroying himself more and 

. more deserving ol the confidence which Mr. 

Harding reposed in him. With a steadiness 
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and pniflcDce far above his years, he was 
cheertiil, and eveq lively — never forgetful of 
the respect to which his superiors were en- 
titled, and yet so judicious in a]l he said — so 
frank in his disposition, and so attached to the 
faipily ^opi whom he had received these many 
marks of kindness,' that he came at last to be 
considered as a faithful friend. 

Nor was it only Mr. Harding that knew how 
to value this excellent young man : the same 
sentiments were felt by every member of Ji^is 
family, and it was numerous ; consisting of Mrs. 
r Harding, and seven children, throe girls, and 
four boys. Of the latter of them, the eldest, 
Arthur Harding, was a young man of hi^ 
attainments, and of a disposition corrected and 
formed by the care of watchful and judicious 
parents* He had finished his education at the 
university, and, as his fortune was to be large, 
and the station in which Providence had placed 
him, seemed to call him to public life, it be- 
came advisable to open his mind by foreign 
travel, and thus fit him for the efficient dis- 
charge of the duties which would rest upon 
^ him. He was to visit the different countries 
of £urope, not for the mere purpose of satis- 
fying his curiosity, but to note the habits and 
manners of different people— to observe. those 
points in which they might be imitated with 
advantage, and at the same time those errors 
which Yfe at home would do well |o shun. 
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To sej)4 a beloved sod, howeyer, into loreign 
lands, was a measure which Mr* and Mrs. 
Hardiog could not resolve on without many 
painful struggles. If there were advantages 
to be gaineoT there were also attendant dan- 
gers; and though they had great reliance on the 
Brmness of ArUiur s principles, they deemed it 
necessary, in every possible way, to fortify hpi 
against the contagion of bad example. They 
therefore procured Dr. Collins, an elderly 
gentleman of talents, experience, and char- 
acter, to accompany him in the ce^acity of 
friend and adviser, whilst their parental care 
selected Ned Boidger, as the person whose 
good sense and virtue would tend to confirm 
him in those principles which they had incul- 
cated, and prove to him a useful auxiliary on 
those occasions where he might be obliged to 
act without the assistance of his governor. 

Such a project, it may be well supposed, was 
by no means unpleasing to Ned Boulger him- 
self. His attachment to Mr. Harding's family 
had literally grown with his growth, and 
strengthened with his strength, so that he 
rejoiced at any opportunity afforded to him of 
returning their kindness, whilst at the same 
time he was not insensible to the opportunity 
thus afforded to him of satisfying a laudable 
curiosity respecting other countries. His fa- 
thers consent being obtained, he entered gladly 
upon th^ preparations which were necQ?sary 
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for one who was about to absent himself for 
several months from home. 

As Dr. Collins and Mr. Harding anangod 
it, it was resolved that the party should, in 
the first instance, direct their course towards 
the countries of Northern Europe, namely, 
Denmark, Sweden, Norwa]\ and Lapland; 
they might not indeed afford so much in- 
terest as the more refined inhabitants of the mid- 
dle and southern parts of Europe ; but their man- 
nf^rs being more simple — their habits of living 
less luxurious, and their opinions more nearly 
allied to virtue, they offered fewer dangers to 
youQg men ; Whilst the very novelty of every 
object which meets the eye in a. foreign coun- 
try when a Briton for the first time leaving 
his home, lands there, would have so many 
attractions for young minds, that they were 
not apprehensive of the sight being devoid of 
interest. 

Every thing having been thus arranged for 
the journey, the party left Mr. Harding's on 
Ihe 20th May, 18 — , bearing with them the 

Erayers and good wishes of those they left be- 
ind. The Northern coach conveyed them 
in a few hours to Dilblin, but there it was not 
a part of their plan to stop, being anxious to 
take advantage of the fine season before the'm, 
and if possible see the whole of Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden, before the winter should 
set in^ which in Northern Europe i3 extremely 
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xevere. The same eveniiig that they reached 
Dublin, they embarked in a steam-packet, 
and in twenty* six hours^ were landed in 
Bristol, a town of great commercial import- 
ance, situated on the rivers Avon and Frome, 
and not far from the river Sevehi, into which 
their united streams flow. From hence they 
travelled in an easterly direction across Eng- 
land, till they reached Harwich, upon the 
eastern coast of the county of Essex, where 
they found a packet sailing to the opposite 
shore of the continent, and were so fortunate 
as to procure births without difficulty. The 
passage across was uncommonly expeditious, 
though both the young men suffered ,greatly 
from sea sickness. In a storm, vessels have 
been driven from Harwich to the mouth of the 
Elbe in thirfy hours — but the captain of the 
packet considered, it a fine run to make Heli- 
goland in forty-five hours — the wind having 
lalleB shortly after they lost sight of the Eng- - 
lish eoas^ and obliged them to lie to for six 
hours, WQiting for the tide. 

Heligoland is the name given to a group of 
small islands in the North Sea, or German 
Ocean, belonging formerly to Denmark, but 
now to Oreat Britain, and situated aftout 
twenty-eight miles from the mouths of three 
rivers, the Elbe (which our .travellers were to 
enter, in order to reach the city of Ham^ . 
burgh); the Weser, a riv^jr flowing through the 
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blDgdom of (J&pover, in Genuany, and tljo 
Eyder, a river of Denmark. It lies N- Lat. 
64° 11' North, and about 7° 53' East Longi- 
tude — It consists of the principal island, the 
smaller island, called the Down, and several 
(and banks and rocks, of vybich that called 
** The Monk,'' is the most conspicuous. The 
night was 9;(tremely dark, which was the cause 
of the captain not cbusing to naake at once for 
ifae movith of the river Elbe* Into the harbour 
of Heligoland, tber^oro they were safely 
guided l»y a noble light-house, /vhich^ placed 
on the high land, was visible at tw^ty-sevea 
miles distance ; oQd they enjoyed, that nighl^ 
the luxury of a bed on shore, no small com* 
fort to fresh- water sailor, who bad been t^sed 
about for nearly two days, and had suffered 
greatly from sea sickness. 

Heligoland, which is about two miles in 
circuit, has' two excellent harbours, and to th^ 
east of the Down was a roadsted, where the 
packet cast anchor in forty-eight feet water. 
The inhabitants are computed at about two 
thousand, who subsist chiefly by liahing, and 
ecting as pilots to, vessels entering the Elbe; 
the women cultivating the little grain (baHey 
aacb oat&) raised here, and attending to a few 

hundred sheep for which there is pasture. r 

There are two wells of fresh water in ibo 

• isianci, but scarcely a shrub or tree of any 

kind can be seep — fu^l^ and gaiden vege- 
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tables bemg brought from the neighbouriDg 
coAiinent, in exchange fo* fish. •* Why,** 
si^id Arthur, '' should fiugland be anxious to 
keep possession of such an inconsiderable 
spot? It seems to me not worth the expense 
of the military establishment whioh we are 
obliged to keep up." ** In time of peace," 
replied Dr. Collins, " it certainly does not in- 
demnify us ; but in the late war, where the 
ports of the continent were closed against us, 
it was useful as a depot for merchandise, 
which afterwards, notwithstanding Bonaparte's 
prohibition, was landed on tbe neighbooxing 
shore; and it is probably this, joined to its 
doi^ble harbour, which has mad^ our Govern- 
ment deem H expedient to retain it. If the 
bad passions of men were to involve us again 
jln war, — may such calamity be far from us — 
Heligoland would be of incf^lculable advan- 
i^ge as 1^ naval and . commercial station." 

The next xnjjtni^g, at seven o'c^K, out 
travellers, much refreshed, obeyed the signal 
which the captain made for them to embark 
once more. At eight the anchor was weighed, 
and a pilot taking the helm, in about four hours 
they made the mouth of the Elbe, which here 
forms the boundary of separation between Den- 
mark and Germany. This noble river rises on 
the northern frontier of Uohemia, and receiv* 
ing the water of several tributary streams, 
becomes navigable for smaller vessels as soon 
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as it reaches the city of Dresden, the capital 
of Saxony. lb its north-westerly <?ourse it, 
succe^ssively passes the cities of Meissen,. Tor- 
gau, Wittenberg, Magdeburg, and Hamburgh ; 
seventy miles below the last of which it dis- 
charges itself into the Germaa ocean. As far 
as Han^burgh, vessels drawing fourteen feet 
water proceed, but from thence it is navigable 
only by small craft ; and it will give some idea 
of its usefulness as a means of- inland commu- 
nication, that no less than five hundred ves- 
sels of different sizes are employed between 
Hamburgh and. Magdeburg, which lies^ 130 
miles S. S. K 

The packet proceeded steadily up the river, 
having both wind and tide in its favour, but 
the pilot pointed out to Dr Collins the position 
of.a great many sand ban^s, which rendered the 
navigation extremely difficult. Upon their right 
hand lay the fertile po^iessions of Hanover, 
belonging to the king of England, who is its 
hereditary monarch; on the left, the more 
barren and desolate plains of Denmark. Dr. 
Collins, however, pointed out to them, that 
wherever villages appeared on the Danish side 
of the river, they were remarkably neat, the 
walls being painted of a green colour, and 
each house having a small garden and plan- 
tation near it. Of this description was Gluck- 
stadt^ and likewise Blankanese, whence the 
boats plying from the mouth of the river to 
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Hamburgb, derive their name. These boats 
are remarkable for the swiftness with which 
thej sail : their form is narrow, and long, and 
tiieyhave a little cabin Mn the prow, which 
ends in a point, like the toe of a lady's slip- 
per, to which indeed the boat has in the 
whole of its appearance, a great resemblance. 
Its mast consists of a single fir tree of great 
lengthy which supports a square sail of large 
dimensions. 

The sun was setting when the view of Alton a 
and Hamburgh opened upon them, with great 
magnificence, both situated about seventy-eight 
miles from the mouth of the river, in E. long. 9 ^ 
68'. N. lat. 53^. 32'. The forest of masts be- 
longing to the shipping was far greater than in 
the liffey, and even the Thames itself did not 
shew the appearance of more commerce, as Dr. 
Collins informed them. Nor was the impression 
at all lessened by the internal view of the city 
of Hamburgh, and its inhabitants. Altooa, 
likewise, carries on a considerable co;nmerce, 
though they might both be considered one place, 
the distance between them being only one mile, 
Hamburgh being the farthest of the two from 
the mouth of the river, and the houses continu- 
ing the whole way. The port of Hamburgh is 
closed every night at a certain hour, which varies ' 
according to the season of the year ; after this 
hour no one is permitted to enter into the city, 
even the mail being hauled over the gates by 
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B. rope, the person wfeo brings it not boing 
permitted to pass the barrier. 

The streets of Hamburgh ajre narrow, aod 
badly paved. The houses, although lofty, 
have a gloomy air. Those beloqgiug to the 
wealthy merchants are very grsgad. M^ny of 
the houses occupied by the trading olajs^e^, ar^ 
built both' of brick and wood* n^ost of thprn 
having pointed roofs, which form ^ trjaqgle iq 
front. The walls are thick, and the windows 
narrow, and so numerous, and with 9q>all 
spaces between them, that they migbt be 
mistaken for manufactories. This city is com' 
puted to be distant 448 miles to the N. E^st 
of London. * 

The ajimosphore o( Hamburg^ is damp, 
and there are few eitiear in which more rain 
falls — a circumstance which keeps the stre^t^ 
dirty, l^his, however, is of l^ss consequence, 
from the number of vehicles which are in ge* 
neral use. AJl the nperchants keep carriages ; 
besides which, a sort of waggon, having foui 
seats, on spri^igs, and drawn by two horses, 
is very comn^on ; they hold eight persons. 
The houses are from HoJstein, and are remark- 
ably beautiful. 

Such wa^ the appcj^xance which this city 
presented to the p^ty on th^ir entrance; but 
the letters of introduction which Mr, Harding 
had given to his son, and Dr,<!:Jollins, procured 
them a closer view of th^ habits of the people, 
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whilst Ned fioulger employed his time io 
making his own observations. It was the 
season when all the principal inhabitants had 
retired to their countiy seats, and having been 
to one of these residences by the first person 
to whom they introduced themselves, they 
found it elegantly furnished) and the table load- 
ed with the most luxurious kitids of food, and 
costly wines. The interior apartments of the 
humblest shopkeepers were remarkable for their 
.neatness, and the great attention which is paid 
to cleanl^ess. Every article of furniture was 
polished, and every comer swept ; the outside 
of their doors, the stairs and rails being scoured 
with soap and water. ** I like cleanliness and 
neatness," said Dr. Collins, ''but here, 1th ink 
the love of these comforts is carried too far. The 
boards are so white, that you see Uie owners 
often living in the kitchens of their houses, 
to avoid soiling their rooms. Whatever house 
you enter, you seldom fail of seeing a servant 
on her knees, washing or scrubbing away at 
the furniture, or the stairs and banisters; and 
you can testify, Ned, how annoying it is 
to* have the people constantly casting water 
from hand pumps against the fronts of the 
houses, for you came home yesterday like one 
who had been drenched in the laflfey.' • " Of 
the two, however," said Arthur Harding, 
M cleanliness is better thanfilth, and I wish wo 
could ^ach our countrymen at home such 
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habits, even thongh we migbt now aiid then 
get a wet jacket by it" " I prefer dean- 
liDess too replied Di, Coilins,but it would be 
better to avoid botb extremes ; I should not 
like to live with an untidy, slovenly house- 
keeper, but neither should I -wish to take 
cold by sitting in damp rooms. The Golden 
mean, my young friend, is the safest as well as 
the happiest course fot tis to proceed in, and. 
therefore I prefer Bnglish neatness to Irish 
slovenliness, on one side; or Hamburgh clean- 
liness on the other: Harding and Edward felt 
a little mortified, at having their country thus 
decryed, but tliey felt that Dr. Collins was 
right, and they could only wish that it should 
cease to deserve such a character. 

I like their mode of living, however, said 
Arthur, at those houses where we have dined. 
When the company is all seated, you see no 
jibrson requested to eat or drink, and it is a 
mark of ill breeding to ask any lady or gentle- 
man to take a glass of wine ; each takes as 
much as he chuses, and no people can be moie 
temperate than the Hambnrghers* The meat is 
brought to theguests in order, by the attendants, 
ready cut up, and each helps hioolself or p^sesit 
as he pleases. The only fault I find is that 
there is tpo great a profusion : and yet, said Dr. 
Collins, the Hamburgher, amidst his own lux- 
uries is not unmindful of the wants of his fellow 
pr^aturq^ ; the manner in which provision 
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Is made for the poor, refiocts great credit upon 
,the people and government. They are sup- 
ported hy voluntary contributions and by a tax 
upon public amusements, and all is thrown 
into one common fund, out of which it is dis- 
tnbuted in just proportion to the five parishes 
dRUne city : in thia way they avoid the great 
error into which we fall, in our populous cities, 
v^hen as you know the wealthiest parish has, 
generally the snaalle^t number of poor to re- 
lieve, whilst the declining parts of the town con- 
tain the greatest numlier of indigent people, 
«nd have the least means of giving their assis- 
tance. Well Sir, said Arthur, good humour- 
edly ; whatever prai«e these people may de- 
serve, 1 am sure there is otfe particular in 
which there is great room for improvement 
There is Ned, who is rather low sized, and yet 
he has^ not enjoyed the pleasure of a comforta- 
ble bed since we came here ; the bed-steads 
are all so short that he cannot stretch himself at 
his length ; and as for me I am obliged to lie ex- 
actly like a Z, literally doubled up, in order 
that my legs may not start out from under the 
covering. You are better off, replied the Docr 
tor laughing, than in other places, where I have 
seen the bed-clothes folded back at the feet as 
well as the head; and when I ionocently asked 
the reason, I was told it was became Qerman 
gentleineD axe aQCustoined to go to bed ii^ theiip 
boots!! 
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Bui it was |q regard to its commercial imi- 
portance, that Hamburgh chiefly deserved the 
travellers attention, and no one was better qua-^ 
liiied than Dr. Collins, to satisfy the enquiries 
of bis young companions. Hamburgh said hd, 
was pne of those cities which formerly associ- 
ated together, for the protection of trade 
under the nsuoie of Hanse .Towns; and the 
cause of th/eir uniting together, gives us some 
idea of the lawless state of society at the 
time. It was then customary for a stranded Fet»^ 
sel to be seized by the nobleman who possess- 
ed the shore on which the wreck took place ;-«- 
jor when a merchant travelling through a foreign 
land happened to die, the government of the 
country whero his death took place, seiaed upon 
whatever property he possessed ; nay if a stran- 
ger proved insolvent, it was usual for th^ pdiee 
to imprison the first of his countrymen whom 
they could find, and oblige him to pay these 
debts, which another had contracted :-^how un- 
wise as well as unjust, said Arthur, for such 
acts must have checked the spirit of commerce, 
and deterred many from exposing themselves 
to such dangers; It was indeed, said Dr. Col- 
lins, but it never struck them in that light, 
and therefore self defence obliged ihe chief 
conimercial town^ of Germany, to enter into 
a -confederacy to assist each othei^ ia the 
maintenance of their natural rights. This^c» 
in the year 1241, and the adjacent citiog 
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HaiDburgh and Lubcck, were tbe first to form 
it, for the purpose, as they declared, of employ- 
iDg their joint efforts to clear the highways 
from robbers, and the seas from pirates : and to 
protect each other from the injaries I have 
already mentioned; and when Bmnswiok 
afterwards joined them, they took the name 
of the Hanse towns, ^om the old German 
word Hanse, which^ means nnion, or associa- 
tion. Ip the coarse of the next two centuries, 
they received accession of vanoas cities and 
towns, the principal of which were Colbgne, 
Dantzig, Frankfort, all in Germany ; until at 
last they could in succeeding times, number 
in the confederation sixty-four places of com- 
mercial importance, and became strong enough 
to assert ^eir rights against any state, who 
should offer^ an injury to those whom they 
protected. The places I ha;ve mentioned as 
the chief towns of the union: added Dr. Col- 
lins, were so many central points for the va- 
rious towns belonging to the Hanse League, 
which were situated in their vicinity and en- 
joyed a sort of precedence, Lubeck being al- 
ways considered as entitled to the first rank ; 
in 1630, the uniop may be said to have been 
dissolved, perhaps on account of commerce be- 
ing better understood, and self interest point- 
ing out to the different Sovereigns of the 
country, the advantage of encouraging instead 
of chopking trade. Since that time, the title 
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df Hanse iawns bas been confiiied to Lobecky 
Bremen and Hamburgh, wbieb &till maintain 
a commercial treaty witb eacb other. I think 
Sir, the spirit of commerce still exists in this, at 
loast, fcaid Arthur, for we have alrcrady been 
able to observe how entirely business en- 
grosses the attention of almost ever^ indivi- 
dual : I went yesterday into the counting 
house of a merchant, and it had all the bustle 
and appearance of our nfational bank. In 
the office where I was, there were no less 
than thirty clerks, all occupied at their desks 
Yes replied Dr. Collins, and that flourishing 
commerce will continue, as long as trade is 
protected, for see how admirable is the posi- 
tion of Hamburgh, situated on the northern 
bank of a noble estuary, which, even here, 
though so distant from the sea, is from three to 
six miles wide ; and enjoying as we hav© 
seen by means of the Elbe, a water commu- 
nication with the interior of the German 
continent; and besides, said Arthur, opening 
at once upon the German Ocean, so that ves- 
sels can at once proceed to the various ports of 
Europe, as well as America. It reminds me 
of Liverpool which as I have read is the 
Emporium of English manufactures ; Yes, said 
Ned, who had listened with great interest, te^ 
the conversation ; and. it has another feature 
of resemblance, the wealth which commerce* 
brings, have, givep the inhabitants the means^ 
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of improflDg the port You have made a voiy 
sensible remark, said Dr. Collins^ with an en* 
couraging ^mile, and I shall always be glad to 
see you joining in our conversation. Let us 
endeavour to ascend the spire of that fine 
church of ^t. Peter, and you will have a fine 
birds-eye view of the city, the rivers, and the 
adjacent country. Look now at the busy scene 
below ; what little creatures the people all ap- 
pear ; do you see those carriages^ on which we 
have made such pleasant excursions : those 
Danish horses which draw them, loaded with 
eight persons, look no Ifirger than dogs, and 
then what numbers of people! how busily they 
are moving about their various occupations ! 
they look like puppets ; and one spirit appears 
to prevail amooj^t them; and then look at 
the Alster flowing into the Ellbe, from the 
* north. You perceive it forms outside the town, 
a lavge basin like a lake, and withm the town, 
another of less extent, called the Binnen Al- 
ster, which serves as a harbour. This river 
also forming several small islands, has enabled 
the merchants to have canals running along 
the backs of their houses, by which they can 
load and unload the barges, which convey the 
merchandiise to and from the shipping in the 

J>ort ; look also at that arm of the Elbe, which 
orms two ports, one on the east for boats, 
and another on tbe west, for ships called Ni** 
eder baum. What a pity that ships drawing 
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more than fourteen feet of water, canDot come 
up higher than Bl&nkanese, wMch you soC; at 
the distance of nine miles. It is howevet to 
that circumstanee, that this latter village pwes- 
its prosperity y numbers being employed in con- 
veying iti boats, the Cargoes of large vessels 
to the town. Now Ned, said Dr. Collins, 
yoii see the advantageous position of what >^e 
may call the continental Liverpool ; that 
river before you, is navigable throughout the 
greater part of Saxony, almost to the confines 
of Bohemia. The Alster carries boats with 
the aid of a canal to Lubeck, on the Baltic; 
hence, you may form an idea of its commer- 
cial importance. The Hamburgh merchant 
buys tne commodities of Great Britain, 
France, Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, 
the West Indies, the United States of America, 
and suppliet with these, all the countries lying 
along the Elbe, and indeed the greater part 
of Germany. He also buys up the products 
of these different countries through which he 
has sought a market for his cotninodities, the 
iilhabitants having discovered that, to make 
their salei ttrough the Hamburgher, is less haz- 
ardous, than a direct intercourse with places so 
remote as those where their comtaodities final- 
ly arrive. 

Having thus acquainted themselves with 
all t^at was remarkable in Hamburgh, (and it 
being th6 first place they visited, the interest it 
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escitcd in the young men ^^ strong) Dr. 
Collins nlade his arrangements for setting out 
the following day, upon a tour though Den- 
mark, the first country they were to visit. That 
evening therefore, was employed, in making 
bo^h Arthur Harding and Ned acquainted 
with the geography of the country ; in order 
that they might know their course, and be the 
better qualified to profit by what they should 
see. ' He made them remark that it Ifty be- 
tween 54^ and 57« N. lat. and 8^ and 12^ 
east longitude, and (consisted of two parts, one 
continental, containing the provinces of Jut- 
Ian, 8 1 es wick, Holstein, and the small provincq 
of Lauenburg, forming altogether a peninsula) 
and the other insular consisting of the islands of 
Zealand, Funen, Langsland, Falster, Laaland, 
Bornholm, Moen, and a number of smaller 
islands in iho Baltic Sea. He shewed them 
also, that, though made up of so many sepa- 
rate portions, it was on the whole a compact 
territory, its superficial extent being 22000 
square miles, audits population about 1,800, 000. 
The continental part you perceive, said he, 
is separated from northern Germany by tho 
Elbe, and by the country which stretches thence 
to the Baltic ; whilst the two principal islands 
Funen and Zealand, lie across the entrance 
into the Baltic Sea. Funen is divided from 
peninsular Denmark, by the strait called 
the Little Bclt> nine miles across. The strajt 
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called the Groat Belt, separates FaiiieD from 
Zealand, whilst the narrow channel called the 
Sounds runs between Zealand, and the opposite 
shore of Norway. What a large Sea is the 
Baltic, said Arthur, and then its shape is so 
extraordinary. It is, replied Dr. Collins, one 
of the large inland Seas of Europe, it begins 
at these islands, which we have mentioned, of 
Zealand and Funen, and washes the shores of 
Germany, on the south ; Russia on the east, 
and Sweden on the west; being above six 
hundred miles in length, and from seventy-five 
to one hundred and fifty in breadth ; the num- 
T)er of square miles in its surface being estima- 
ted at 120,000. I have read, said Arthur, that 
the depth of water in the Baltic is every 
year growing less. It is found to be the 
case replied he, but then the decrease ia 
depth, goes on slowly as we count time, 
though perhaps in centuries hence, all tliis 
space will be dried up, and then Russia and 
the other States, will be no longer possess- 
ed of such a range of coast. I heard also, 
Sir, said Ned, that it was frozen across for 
t1;)ree nionths in the year, so that people and 
even waggons could pass in all directions. That 
is iq severe winters only ; at other times the 
ice is strong to a certain distance from theshore^ 
but farther out, is too' weak to support great 
weights, though it puts an end to navigation, 
till the return of fine w^eather melts the ice, 
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and leaves tbo navigation once more iinob- 
btructed. 

The party left Hamburgh iu a post wag- 
gon, drawn by foNr horses, on the first of June. 
This sort of vehicle had heea recommended to 
them, as the most convenient for travelling 
through the Dutchy of Holstein, which lay 
in the way to Copenhagen the capital of the 
whole country. As they passed through the 
western gate of the fortifications, they saw 
the mode in which the mail was conveyed over 
the dykes and ramparts into the city, after 
the gates were shut. It is placed in a trunk 
which is made to slide along a cable, by means 
Off a windlass. Uor.ccustomcd to such a ma- 
chine as their waggon, they found it most un- 
easy, use however soon reconciled them to it 
though they Were jolted with a degree of vio- 
lence, which might be expected, by persons 
travelling swiftly in a carriage without springs 
over bad roads, unevenly paved, almost the 
whole way; with large rough stones. 

The dutchy of Holstein, thtough which they 
were now proceeding, is an extensive district 
belonging to Denmark, and of course entitled 
to a place in an account of travels through that 
country. It is bounded on the west by the 
German Ocean, south by the river Elbe, 
^asi by the Baltic, and north bv Denmark, 
its latitude is the same, as that of the north 
of England ; it contains about 8,250 sqtiare 
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miles, and iU population amounts to 
360,000 ; at first, the country appeared poor 
and degolate, but as tbej advanced, it itbprov- 
ed in aspect; and ihey observed the houses 
to be botn neat and comfortable. On the. top 
of some of these cottages, were to be seen 
the large pest? of the stork, for which the inr 
habit(|nts have a superstitious regard, con- 
ceiving that it always portends some prosper? 
ous event to the owner of the house; they 
suffer their nests therefore, to xemain un touch? 
ed, even after the bird has migrated into Hol- 
land, which it always does in the month of 
INIarch, attracted by the abundance of food, 
such as worms and frogs which at that season, . 
aboui^ds in that marshy country. How as-, 
tonishing, said Dr. Collins, the instinct whicb 
impels this, as well as some other sjpecies of 
the feathered creation, annually to take a long 
and fatiguing flight from home, and leads 
them back again, with unerring accuracy;, 
'* the stork in the heavens, knoweth her ap- 
pointed time." As they drew near to Eutin, 
a neat but small town,- in the dutchy of Hoi- 
stein, which lies forty miles from ,Hamburgh ; 
they passed by several lakes, beautifully adorn- 
ed with trees, though the country was fiat 
and otherwise uninteresting, excepting as they 
occasionally caught a distant glimpse of the 
Baltic Sea, and the rising sun, reflected op it^ 
sf^Qptb unrufi^ed sqrface. 
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The houses in this town were of an uniform 
structure ; the barn, stables, dwelling bouse, 
&c. being all under the same roof, and a large 
door in the gable end of the building, admit- 
ting not only carriages, waggons and horses, 
but the inmates of the family. In this man« 
ner, our travellers were driven vehicle and all, 
into one of these houses, which was an Inn. 
It was upon Saturday evening, and they were 
to rest 'on the morrow ; having determined if 
possible never to travel on Sunday, but to hal- 
low it to Hi9 service, whose day it is called. 
What they saw, however, was not calculated 
to impress them with a favorable impression o£ 
the people, for the peasants were employed 
far differently from what they had beerf ac- 
customed to see at home; gaming and drinking, 
and as might be expected, from the way they 
were occupied, quarreling : indeed the contrast 
brought forcibly to the minds of the young 
lilen, their native village, and the very proper 
and devout wish, which they both expressed that 
the bad example before them, might never lead 
them to forget the hallowing the Lord's day, 
was a pleasing evidence to Dr. Collins, that 
the seeds of religious instruction had strucic 
deep into their minds. /^ 

Here it was, that they were first enter- 
tained With music of a new and strange de- 
scription. This was the chorus of multitudes 
' of frogs, and singular a«! it may appear, the 
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sound IS harmonious. Tliose who have never 
heard ft, would hardlj think it possible, foi; any 
number of frogs, to produce such a clamour, and 
that not of an unpleasing description; and 
yet such was the effect produced by these 
animals, as the croaking of myriads or rather 
millions was heard in the still evening. 

Having stopped for one day at Eutin, the 
party left it for Kiel, which is fifty-one miles 
north from Hamburgh; long. 10*^ east, and lat. 
51*^ north. They had thought it impossible 
any roads could be worse than those from 
Hamburgh to the place they had just left, but 
they were soon convinced of their error,; their 
mode of conveyance was the same €ls before, ' 
but tfee road was so very much broken, that 
it was a wonder they were not overturned ; 
the horses however, were very line, and not- 
withstanding every delay, thoy were able to 
travel at the average rate of five miles an hour. 
The cottages appeared every where, neat and 
spacious, and the inhabitants seemed to be 
healthy and comfortable in their circum- 
8tances« 

About a mile befo^re ihey arriyed at Kiel, 
which is the capital of Holstein, the party 
quitted their waggon to^walk through the fields 
to the town ; their ro^d lay near the public 
burjal ground ; and it was pleasing to them 
to observe the care and neatness, with which 
it b kept. Memorials of wood or stone, mark- 
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ed the ground belonging to different femtlies, 
and the graves were all Pressed oat with plants 
and flowers, cultivated by surviving friends'ii 
The town stands at the extremity of an inlet 
from the Baltic,- and consists chiefly of one 
long street terminated by a small square ; 
the houses neat and elegant. The harbour 
was good, but it had not risen into importance^ 
as a place of trade. Here they saw the danal 
called Kiel, which runs from the Baltic, east- 
ward, meets the Eyder river as it flows westward 
into the German ocean, and thus forms a com- 
munication between those two seas. It extends 
a,bove twenty-two miles in length, being from 
ninety to one hundred feet wide at^the surface, 
fifty four feet at the bottom, and admitting ves- 
sels drawing nine feet of water. This canal 
was finished in 1784, and it will shew the ad- 
vantage of it, that in 1803 (a time of war when 
the navigation of the Sound was interrupted) 
the number of vessels which passed through it 
amounted to nearly four thousand. 

Quitting Kiel after a stay of one day, they 
seated themselves in their uneasy carriage in or- 
der to proceed northwards to Arroe Sound, an 
inlet of the Baltic, on the eastern shore of the 
peninsula of Jutland. After crossing the canal 
of Kiel, they left Holstein, and entfired the 
Dutchy of Slf^swick, observing immediately a 
change of costume, in the head-dress of the fe- 
male peasants, who appeared with a broad; 
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white fillet boand orer the forehead and tem- 
ples. Their fint stage lay through a pleasant 
country, but the second was dreary and barren. 
This they were told they might have avoided, 
if, instead of taking a route along the eastern 
coast, they had proceeded by one in^ a more 
westerly direction, which travellers have de- 
scribed as passing throagh a country abounding 
in forests and beautiful woods, having gravel 
roads amongst rich meadows, and highly culti- 
vated land. 

If the road, however, along which they pass- 
ed was uninteresting, they were able to pass 
over it at a ri^id pace, by the assistance of thosfe 
fine horses already mentioned, which are pecu- 
liar to Holstein, and are celebrated for their 
beauty and excellence. They were of a dark 
glossy bay colour, with small heads, large nos- 
trils, and full dark eyes, the fine clearness of 
which, seemed to denote the spirit of the ani- 
mal ; notwithstanding their great beauty, and 
the activity and speed for which they were so 
famous, they possessed great strength ; 20,000, 
the number exported annually being a sufficient 
proof of the estimation in which they are held 
in the various countries of Europe. 

The following day their road skirted along 
the Eastern coast of Sleswick, and gave them 
occasional views of the Baltic. It was early 
when they started, but when the roads became 
more frequented and their course had ^cd them 
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we^e beaiUifully situated upon inlets of the 
Baltic ; it was easy to observe that something 
particular interested the young men. Every 
moment as the natives with that courtesy for 
which continental foreigners in general are 
remarkable, saluted them ; they exchanged 
looks, as if each understood the thoughts that 
occupied the other. J perceive, said Dr. Col- 
lins, what it is that strikes you in these people : 
it is their resemblance to Englishmen, as you 
must have observed them passing through tha^ 
country, in features as well as manners. This 
however will not appear surprising when you 
recollect the connexion which formerly existed, 
between the two countries. History tells us 
that in the eighth century the Danes were a 
warlike people, inured to the sea and accus ■ 
tomed to make incursions upon the coast of 
England, and after collecting what plunder they 
could, to betake tliemselves £^ain to their ships. 
Their vessels were small and ran secretly up tho 
creeks and rivers, and ^ they w^ere skilful in 
managing them they kept the whole coast in 
continual alarm. On one occasion they ad- 
vanced as fur us London, ^.nd having routed 
the troops which opposed them, they marched 
into the heart of England. On another they 
got possession of York, and at length gaining 
confidence from repeated successes, they ests^; 
Wished theiuselves in tho country. 
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« Did they hold it long ?" said Arthur. '* Yes/' 
replied be. In the teoth century, the English 
were forced to receive a king from Dennaark ; 
and it may well be supposed, that during the 
fifty years that Canute the Great, Harold, and 
Hardicanute reigned, a great naany of the Danish 
followers settled in the conquered country, and 
by intermarrying with the native English, trans- 
mitted the Danish features to their posterity. 
It i? interesting, concluded he, to recount that 
the very country through which we are travel- 
ling is named Angeln, and pronounced by the 
people, Engelonde, nearly the same as we pro- 
nounce England. You see also, that the method 
of cultivating and dividing the land is the same: 
the meadows on each side of us being bounded 
by quickset hedges, or by fences made of inter- 
twisted boughs. You know also, I suppose, that 
your own country, Ireland, did not escape the ra- 
vages of these fierce invaders, although a valiant 
resistance was made to them, and many bloody 
battles were fought; — one at Clontarf, near 
Dublin, in 1015, in which the Danes were 
totally defeated. All historians agree in ascribe 
ing to them the barbarism into which the coun- 
try subsequently sunk, from being the most 
learned people on the face of the whole earth. 
It v^as in this manner Dr. Collins interested 
his young companions, as they proceeded along 
to Arroe Sound ; situated on the shore of the 
strait called the Lesser Belt, and consisting 
only of a Post house* and a fow cottages be- 
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looginf to the morioofs, who navigate the pas* 
sage, which is nme miles across. Here em- 
barkiDg, tbey were lainled ia two hours at 
A-ssurs, OB the opposite shore of (he island of 
of Funen. This island which ranks next in 
extent to Zealand, is thirtj-iive miles long and 
thirty broad, having a surface of 1,200 square 
miles, and a population of 130,000. They 
found it fertile, and able to export a consider- 
able quantity of grain to Norway; like the 
oflier parts of Denmark, however it scarcely has 
any manufactures. Oden See, situated at 
the bottom of a large Gulf in the north eastern 
part of the island, is the capital, it possessed 
nothing remarkable to detain them, they there* 
fore preceded to Fribourg, on the eastern shore^ 
where, finding a boat ready to set sail, and the 
wind favorable; they embarked, and had a de- 
lightful passage of four hours to Corsoers om 
the western coast of the isle of Zealand ; the 
distance eighteen miles, about the same as that 
between Ireland and Scotland, at Donaghadce 
and Portpatiick, or between England and 
France, at Dover and Calais 

The island of Zealand, tbe largest of those 
which form the iui^ular part, of Denmark, ex* 
tends from 65^ 2' to 56^ 8' N.lat. It haa 
an area of 2,600 square miles, and its popula-^ 
tion amouots to 310,000. Its surface resem- 
bles that of- the adjacent Danish islands, it 
being entirely without mountains; instead of 
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hoiQg« however, like several of them d dead 
flat, it is finely varied, havirig small hills and 
fields intersected by canals, which in summer 
when the ground is covered with vegetation 
gives the country a beautiful appearance. It 
abounds in corn, particularly barley, also in 
good pasturage, and exports both grain and 
cattle. 

The next morning at two o'clock, A. M. 
tlt« lon^ twilight in these northern countries 
permitting travellers to proceed with equal con- 
venience by night, as by day ; they left Corso- 
ers in a large open waggon . Soon after they 
saw the sun rising over the Baltic, the sky at 
the horizon, exhibiting for half an hour a 
bright green colour. Unfortunately for our 
party, the road from Corsoers to the capital 
passed through the least interestiiig part of the 
iftiand; they saw, however, marks of good culti- 
vation, which gave them a favorable opinion of 
the industry of the inhabitants ; and reached it 
about five o'clock in the evening of th^ fifth of 
J une. At seven the same evening, they reach- 
ed Copenhagen, the metropolis, not only of 
/he island- itself, but of the whole kingdom : 
— well satisfied that they were {once more in 
a place where they might enjoy the pleasure 
of resting for a few days. 

The city of Copenhagen, (i.e.) in the lan- 
guage of the country, merchants harbour ; is 
computed to contain 150^000 inhabitants, and 
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M the youDg men calculated, the morn fog after 
'their arrifval, it lies one hundred and seventy, 
miles N. B. of Hamburgh, and six hundred N. 
K. of London. Its position is on a low tract 
surrounded by smalFlakes, and partly inter- 
sected by inlets from the sea. These give 
great facility by the assistance of canlils, for 
the largest ships to load and unload their 
t'nrgoes close to the different warehouses. . The 
'harbour also, which is formed by a narrow 
i-hanne.l x>f the sea, running between the city 
and the opposite little isl'aiid of Amack, is ca- 
pable cF containing five hundred sail of mer- 
cliautmen, of the largest size, though the en- 
trance is so narrow as to admit but one ship at 
-a time. This harbour at its northern part, 
however, contracts so much in breadth, that two - 
bridges are thrown across from the city to the 
island ; thus connecting Copenhagen with 
('ihristianshaven. The remainder of the isle 
of Amack, forms a suocesslon of kitchen 
gardens aud meadows, which furnish Copcn- 
Ijagcn with vegetables, milk, butter and cheese. 
Jt is curious to rero'ark, that this island 
which is about four miles long and two broad, 
• is chiefly peopled by the decendants of a co- 
lony from East Friesland in Holland. From 
t)je intermarriages of these colonists with 
the Danes, the presont inhabitants are chiefly 
-descended, but as they wear their own dress 
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the tame which was worn when the colony war 
first settled, and still retain not only their lan- 
guage, but their Dutch manners, they appear 
a race distinct from the Danes. The men wear 
broad brimmed hats, black jackets, full glazed 
breeches of the same colour, loose at the knee^ 
and tied around the waist. The women dress 
in blue jackets and red petticoats, and have a 
piece of bjue glazed cloth bound on their heads. 
On the morning after theirNa: rival, being re- 
freshed by sound . rest, and in beds which, to 
their great satisfaction, thej found long enough. 
Dr. Collins proceeded, with his young com- 

£ anions, to the house of a merchant, to whom 
e had letters of introduction. This gentleman 
leccived them with great kindness ; told them 
that on the next ^&y he would have leisure id 
take them to several places worthy of their atten - 
tion, and in the mean time, hoped they would 
give him their company at two o'clock; an 
Invitfi^tion which Dr. Collins and Arthur gladly 
accepted, having arranged that Ned should 
return for them in the evening, when they 
might resume their rambles in the city. 

As they had still three hours till dinner time, 
our travellers toolc a guide with them, and pro- 
ceeded to the haven, which was crowded with 
merchantmen* and gave them a favourable 
impression of the commercial spirit of the 
people; they saw there vessels from the distant 
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shores of China and the East Indies, from 
Africa, America, the islands of tlie West In- 
dies, and the harbours of the Mediterranean, 
together with several frona their own country. 
From thence they proceeded to visit the Arse- 
nal, Docks, and. Naval store houses. Several 
vessels were then building, and others appeared 
ready for sea, whilst some were in dry docks 
for repairs. On every side they witnessed 
marks of activity and business; 'but that which 
most pleased them was th^ regularity which 
every wh6re prevailed, and the arrangements 
which provided, with the most adniirkble econo- 
my of room, for the convenient storage of all 
ihe naval stores. The rope room was one 
thousand feet in length. In the smithy, in 
which a number oiP workmen were forging 
ship anchors, there were seventeen . furnaces ; 
and the magazines for hemp, cordage, canvas, 
&c. contained every thing. in the neatest order, 
and of the best quality. 

On their return from the Arsenal, tKey visited 
ihQ Observatory — a large.tower, so constructed, 
that by means of a spiral road, which is paved 
with bricks, wijthoiit steps, a coach drawn by^ 
four horses, might be safely conducted to the top. 
Ascending to the gallery where astronomical 
observations were made, they enjoyed a fine , 
prospect of the city and harbour of Copen- 
hagen. There was not a cloud in the sky. 
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and as the atmosphere was clear, they dis- 
tinctly saw Ihe opposite coast of Sweden.- 

With the assif?tance of the telescope also, the 
guide pointed out to them the Swedish town ot 
Landscronia, with its large church, surmounted 
by a dome. From this elevated position, the 
town appeared oblong, the circumference being 
nearly four English miles, surrounded by for- 
tifications. Some few of the streets they had 
remarked to be ill paved and inconvenient,. but 
immediately below them, and, as they after- 
wards found, in general, they were broad, 
and well paved. The material used in building 
was brick, or white /lime-stone, wood being pro- 
hibited, whilst the houses of the wealthy were 
of freestone, o^ Norwegian marble. As they 
returned, the guide pointed out the ruins of 
the royal palace, whicji had been destroyed 
some years before; it must have been a mag- 
nificent pile, for it was built of hewn stone, 
and two thousand men were employed for ton 
years in the erection of it. The royal stable ' 
attached to it were also on a magnificent scales 
the racks of one of them, which contained 
«talls for forty-eight horses, were of copper, 
and the columns that divided the stables were 
of Norwegian marble. 

At the appointed hour, Dr. Collins and 
A^th^r proceeded to Mr. Spengler, who gave 
them a friendly and cordial welcome : he had 
invited a few to meet them ; and as his English 
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acqnaintabeet conversed flaently a French^ 
(which is the language in general use amongst 
4he wealthier class in Denmark) they were 
able to obtain a good deal of informatipn re- 
specting the city, and its inhabitants. '^I had 
^al ways understood," said Arthur, ** that Co- 
penhagen was made up of three distinct parts, 
Ibut, to our great surprize, we found that what 
wiis called the Old Town was the most recently 
'built." " It is so," replied the gentleman who 
sat near him, " and the cause is this, a dread- 
;ful*fire occurred there in the year 1728, which 
destroyed five churches and sixty- seven streets; 
and a second in the year 1794, which also did 
great mischief; these were, therefore, rebuilt 
in the modern stile of architecture : but yoii 
must go to-morrow to see the New Town, 
which is also extremely beautiful ; it consists 
of an octagon, containing four uniform and 
el<>gant buildings of hewn«tone, and of four 
i)road streets leading therefrom: of the four 
/buildings, one is app|ro))riated to the King, 
another to the Crown Prince, the third to 
the King's brother, and the iburth to the 
Marine Academy. This part is called Fre. 
^erickstown, having been built by Frederick V. 
between the years 1746 and 1765. The third 
part is Cbnstianshaven, on the opposite shore 
K>f Amaclc.*' '' I should think," said Dr. Col- 
lins, that it isTdearly purchasing these Improve- 
ments at such vftD expense of property an was 
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of cour»e destroyed by these fire«/' ''We aro 
of the sam^ opinion," said Mr. Spengler, "and 
indeed bavi) adopted such regulations as might 
have prevented such a calamity : watchmen 
are placed on the top of a high tower, who 
"soond a tocsin or alarm hell as soon as a ilro 
is perceived, upon hearing which, the inhala- 
tants (if it be night) must illuminate their 
houses, and continue to do so until the fire is 
extinguished. Notwithstanding all these pre- 
cautions, perhaps there is no city in Europe, 
if we except Constantinople, where accidents 
by fire are more frequent." " Your beautiful 
city suffered much also, I am sorry to perceive," 
said Dr. Collins, *' during the bombard mertt 
by the English troops in 1807." " Itdid indeed, 
Sir," answered-one of the company; "no less 
ti)an three hundred houses, including our ca- 
thedral, and a part of the university, weio 
destroyed, and about double that number wcio 
damaged ; but let us forget that we were eno- 
mie8-7we are now friends, and it becomes us 
to pray that the peace which now exists be- 
tween us, may be sa lasting as it was designed 
to be, by Him, whose klmost parting words 
were, that we should love one anpther." 

Arthur's next ipquiry w^ into the state of 
manufactures in Denmark ; but he found them 
far from being. in a flourishing condition—rthe 
merchants being obliged to import hardware, 
carthtnwar^ printed cottons, and cwn linrnt'. 
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id eoQslJerable quantities. ** Wc hare a good 
many sugar refineries/' said Mr. Spengler ; 
*' some paper mills, and four iron founderies ; 
all these, however, shew that our manufactures 
are still in thdr infancy. It is our foreign 
commerce which we may boast of — no less 
than two thousand sail of merchantmen hav- 
ing belonged to us in the year 1800, carrying 
250,000 tons of merchandize, and manned by 
twenty thousand seamen. We lay claim, aJsp," 
added he, ** to a merit of another kind,'* and 
his countenance brightened with benevolence 
as he spoke, " we were the first state which, 
in 1803, followed your example, by abolishipg 
the slave trade — that inhuman traffic in human 
flesh, which so directly contradicts the golden 
law, of doing to others as we should wish to 
be done by, was prohibited here almost ^ 
soon as in England — and it might be said to 
have been a sacrifice of self-interest to duty ; 
for at that time we had no less than seventy 
merchantmen trading to Guinea — two of them 
were my property; but I am thankful to yoilr 
countrymen, who first shewed us the exceeding 
sinfulness of the practice — since then we have 
not a single vess^J, engaged in it; and our in- 
tercourse with Afiica has, in a great ^measure, 
ceased." " May you never feel regret. Sir," 
said Arthur, with ingenuous warmth, ** at 
obeying the dictates of justice as well as hur 
manity ; and may other states leam from your 
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example, tbat a man is rio^ the less our bro- 
ther because the colour of his skin is black — 
He may be more ignorant than we, but that^ 
is only a reasorr for endeavouring to enlighten 
him, and not for enslaving bini/' 

*In conversation .such as this, the time usually 
allotted for dinner was passed ; after which, 
according to the custom of the country, the 
company all rose from table together, and took 
their leave. Dr. Collins and Arthur returned 
to their lodgings, whep they found Ned setting 
out to joii^ them ; with him, therefore, they 
went to the public walks in the king's garden, 
which were excessively crowded. . 

The next day, (7th June) Dr. Collins and 
Arthur waited on the British ambassador re* 
siding at the Court of Denmark, and were re- 
■ceived by him with much courtesy: he invited 
thenv to a party \?vhich he was to have at his 
liouse that evening, ** and you will bo sure," 
«aid be, " to meet all your countryme^a who 
«ire at present in Copenhagen ; and should you 
«eed my services in apy way, and no one in a 
foreign country can tell how he may be obliged 
.to require theip, it will give me pleasure to 
Tender them to you." Dr. Collins expressed 
his grateful acknowledgments for this great 
kindness, and he and Arthur took their leave, 
fnuch impressed w;ith his condescensiod. After 
leaving him, they caliei on Ned, and together 
proceeded to what was called the Bourse, or 
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^public place of BxohaDge. It wat a l6ng Ibliild- 
iog, full of shops, arranged on each side, and 
containing every article for household con- 
^sumption except provisions, but extremely 
dear, as they judged by comparing what was 
asked for several articles, with the {)ricd at 
which the same might have been had in their 
^wn country. The tradesmen, however, were 
civil and obliging, and never seemed to con- 
sider any attention troublesome which they 
paid to^ stranger. 

At the British ambassador's, whither Pr. Col- 
lins and Arthur went at six in the evening, they 
met not only several countrymen, but the most 
Tespectablo native socicfty, with several of 
^bom they formed an acquaintance, being in- 
troduced by Mr. Spengler — and so kindly hos- 
pitable were they to our travellers, that five 
^ays were passed most agreeably amongst 
them ere they could think of quitting Copen- 
hagen. In this time they visited tke libraries 
belonging to the city and university, and some 
collections of natural curiosities, and the royal 
gallery of painting, which contained one pic- 
ture so striking and expressive, that the young 
men, though not possessed of aijy judgment, 
could not withdraw from it for a considerable 
time: — it represented Jonah preaching to tho 
' Ninevitcs, and pronouncing the mesgage which 
he was divinely charged Jo deliver to- that 
people, for their groat sinfiilnwi a« a nation: 
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*' Yw Fowtt Days and NiNSTiiH shall bs 
, ovbrtheown;'* Jonah ii cb. 4 verse; — and the 
prophet's air and manner, and attitude, stfonglj 
marked the messenger who had been sent to 
accuse them of wickedness, and to denounce 
the punishment. *' Elow beautiful the art of 
painting/' said Dr. Collins, ** but where is it 
so well employed as in speaking thus a lesson 
to nations and individuals, and reminding them 
that punishment awaits the guilty?" — In seeing 
such ihings the titne passed pleasantly away, 
and the incident "which we have just mentioned, 
will show how anxiously Dr. Collins endca- 
voured to join the useful with the pleasant. 

On the 13th Juno, the party left Copen- 
hagen for Elsineur, travelling through a plea- 
sant CiJUnlty, and along a very fine road, which 
led to the north-eastern extremity of the isle 
of Zealand, where " the Sound,** or passage of 
the Baltic, is narrowest. On the right, as they 
proceeded, lay a plain marble monument, which 
Arthur, on alighting, and going near, found 
to have been erected by tho peasantry of the 
district, in gratitude to their benefactor, Count 
Bemstorff, who first set the example of givicg 
freedom to his tenantry. " Before that period, 
eveiy ono bom upon a nobleman's estate wag 
his properly, as much as the soil itself, and was 
transferred with tire land as part of the farming 
stock. The inscription was in Latin, which 
Artiiur translated for Ned Boulgor — and sim^lv 
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lelai^d the taci. The o^ameots on 4^ top 
of the moDumaat were a scythe and a .wlioat 
sheaf, signifyiDg, as Dr. CoIUds explained, 
that agriculture is best encouraged by the abo- 
lition of slavery. . Count BemstorfTs example 
was soon followed byibe king, and the rest 
of tlie nobilityr so that ' na^ there' is no such 
thing in Denmark as a peasant boupd to the 
,8oil like the tree that grows upon it, and 
obliged to woii^ for the benefit of the pro- 
prietor. '* Happy England ! happy Ireland !" 
said Ned, '* where white slarery like this ia 
not known, but where every man, however 
poor, is free to live where, and to work for 
whom he pleases." 

Elsineur, sometimes called Helsingor, is a 
neat town, twenty miles iQorth of Copenhagen, 
and containing about seven thousand inhabit- 
ants. It has no harbour, but an exoeHent 
roadst^d, which at that time was ci'owded with 
ships, of diiTeront nations, going up or down 
the Baltic; some anchoring to pay the toll, 
which the king of Denmark exacts from each 
vessel that passes. The total number of these 
,hfk the year is computed at 10,000r and the sum 
paid by them is oncf percent on the value of the . 
vui'foes, in the case of the Epglish, French, 
Dutch, and Swedes; And one and a quarter ^ 
per cent on the cargoes of other natioQs. In 
return for this toll, which supplies an annual 
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revenue of about 150,000 pomiidg, tbe erown 
of Denmark takes tbe charge of eonSstmcting 
^light-boiises, and erectiog signals to mark tbe 
sbaals and rocks iroiu tb^ Cattegat to tbe en- 
trance of tbe Baltic;, and to enforce tbe pay- 
jnent, powerful batteries are erected at the 
fortress of Cronborg, wbiob conamands tbe 
channel. 

Having mentioned that ann of tbe sea which 
is called the Cattegat, it may be useful to 
ad^, that ibis large gulf of tbe German 
/ Ocean, lies between the east coast of Jutland 
and the opposite part of tbe Western coast of 
Sweden ; on tbe north it is bounded by tbe 
Skagerack, a bank which is. on tbe northern 
coast of North Jutland, ,W. Long. 10, Lat 57, 
and en tbe South by tbe islands of Funen 
aud Zealand. As already mentioned, it com- 
municates with the Baltic sea by tbe Sound, 
and the greater and less Belt, being from north 
to south 120 miles, ^nd from east to west 
between 60 »nd 70. The word Cattegat means 
the cat's hole — The cat's gate, as Arthur ex- 
plained it, for be was always looking for the 
iiela^onsbip which Dr. Collins told bim had 
former^y subsisted between Great Britaid and 
Northern Europe ; and it is but justice to liis 
acuteness to say, that he often discovered 
traces of it in the languages of the two 
countries. ' ^ 

The passage from Elsineur to the opposite 
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eoatt, U uflttaliy performed in half an hour: 
in which time they had the satisfaction of 
landing upon the shore of Sweden, amongst ft 
people so different in language, dress, and cus- 
toms, from those whom they had but just left, 
that it appeared almost like a dream, that a 
few minutes should have set them down in so 
different a country. The Isingdom of Sweden 
comprehends the three countries of Sweden, 
Norway, and Lapland,- and constitutes a com* 
pact territory, which extends from 54*^ t<i 71* 
N. latitude. Their greatest length from North 
to South is about 1100 miles, and their greatest 
width about 500 ; the surface which, it covers 
is 343,000 square miles, an extept which would 
place it next to Russia, in the first rank of 
European states, if it were not that the greatest 
part if covered with forests of vast size, where, 
perhaps, man has never penetrated; Whilst 
elsewhere, except in the neighbourhood of 
towns, inhabitants are thinly scattered. ^ 

Sweden, as ihcludipg the three states of 
Sweden, Norway, and Lapland, is bounded on 
the North by the Arctic Sea; on the Bast by 
Russian Lapland, the Gulf df Bothnia, and 
the Baltic ; on the South by the Baltic Sea ; 
and on the West by the North Sea. Norway^ 
which formerly belonged to Denmark, but 
was ceded to Sweden, by treaty, in 1814, ii 
separated from it by 4he Dofrafield mountains^. 



d by Google 



^ksh run from horth to south, tbrongh its 
wfaok extent 

Few eountries are more intersected with 
riTers, khd interspersed with lakes, than Swe- 
den. IThe former are, in general, rapid, and 
sot navigable, on account of rocks and shoals, 
which interrupt their course. The principal 
likes are the Malar, the Wenner, and the 
Wetter. Lake Malar, which is upwards of 
aixty miles long, and eighteen broad, lies north 
and west of Stockholm^ near which capital it 
discharges itself iota theBalflcSea. Wenner 
Lake is ninety miles long, and in soifie parts 
for^ miles wide ; and Wetter Lake is of equal 
length, and from twelve to eighteen miles^ 
wide. These will be more particularly de- 
scribed in the course 6f our travellers' journey 
through the country. 

It was scarcely half an hour after Dr. Collins 
and his companions hadlanded at Helsinburg, 
a little fishing town of 1260 inhabitants, ere 
they had an opportunity of seing one of those 
productions of nature, with which the country 
abounds. As they sat at the window, some 
fir treesj of an astonishing length were con- 
ducted by wheel axles to the water si^e, for 
exportation ; a separate vehicle was employed 
for each tree, being drawn by horses driven 
by women. "These," said Dr. Collins, "are 
:ut down in some of the almost boundless 
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forests which are spread over the couiiky. In- 
deed, if the sovereigns of Europe were e^ach 
to have some title, characteristic of tbe oaiure 
of their dominions, we ^might call the Swedish 
monarch Lord of the Woods, since, in what* 
ever direction he moved, he imgbt often travel 
from sun -rise to sun-set, and find no other sub- 
jects than the trees of his for^ts." 

In a few hours. Dr. CollijQs having hired a 
small sized lovv waggon, drawn by two small, 
hut very beautiful horses, ^uit Helsinbouig, 
wit}i bis companions, ititending to traverse^ 
in a northerly direction, that part of the 
province of Scania,, which lay between 
them and Gothenburg, going along the western 
coast. The roads were uncommonly fine, and 
it being now the summer season, every thing 
looked smiling, and imparted cheerfulness to 
the party. The dress of the natives first en- 
gaged their attention ; the women wore a scar- 
let jacket, placed over a sort of variegated 
waistcoat, and short blue petticoats, not reach- 
ing, lower than the knee, the feet being bare; 
and a white handkerchief bound loosely on 
the head, and covering a part , of the face. 
.Some appeared without the jacket, and these 
had only shift sleeves over their arms, but- 
tonjed a littie above their wrists; they were 
slender in their make, of fair complexion, and 
, bad brown flaxen hair. The men appeared 
tall and strong, but not so robust as the. 
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with gray eyes, good teeth, and a mild ex- 
pressive countenance. Their dress consists, in 
general, of coarse blue cloth, round hats, and 
silk handkerchiefs round their necks. The 
cottages which they passed, as well as the 
houses in the different villages, were all con- 
structed of wood, but they appeared dirty ; 
and agriculture, it was evident, was not pro- 
perly attended to. 

The second day they passed extensive tracts, 
covered with heath, and exhibiting a bleak 
and barren soil. At a village on the road, 
where they found it would be necessary to 
wait for some time for post horses, the t^o 
young men got out, to walk forward to the 
/next station, about seven miles distant, intend- 
ing to have fregh horses ready by the time Dr.' 
Collins and the waggon should arrive.. In 
doing this, however, they missed the road, 
turning to the right, when they should have 
continued straight forward. Presently thoy ar- 
rived at a gentleman's country seat, situated on 
the hanks of a fine rive^; they then crossed the 
bridge, followed the road, through the farm- 
yard, until the way opened upon a wide heath. 
Here, however, their mistake became apparent, 
for the sea lay upon the right band instead of 
the left, the road having, imperceptibly, swept 
in a circular direction, till it turned their backs 
upon the village whither they thought them- 
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%%\ven proeerdin^. They now looked rouod 
for some person to extricate them from their 
difficulty — and perceiving a woman and a hoy 
at a dista^ice, they called out lo them to stop. 
It was plain, however/ they n;ere frightened 
at the appearance and voice of the strangers,' 
for th6y both immediately took to their heels, 
and ran as fast as they could. Ned, however, 
soon outstripped them, and coming near, made 
them comprehend what he wanted, by signs, and 
by repeating distinctly the name of the vil- 
lage which they had missed. The boy, there- 
fore, was permitted to return with them', and 
to conduct them across the country to Laholm, 
where they arrived after having walked sixteen 
miles. Dr. Collins, in the mean time, having 
suffered the greatest anxiety at not finding 
them, and greatly fearing that some acQident 
had befallen them — " We must not separate 
again," said he, ** even though it is unpleasant 
to have a long delay at the pqst houses. — In 
a less honest country, you might have met 
a Very different gu^de from that obliging and 
cheerful looking boy.— It was wetl also that 
you inade them understand what you wanted.*' 
" I think, sir," replied Ned, *' that was less 
difficult than you suppose, for we -discovered 
many words used by our little guide to be 
nearly the same as English—and to listen to 
him, you would almost fancy he was speaking 
liroad Scotch." 
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licmg erd the travellers bad reaabed Golb- 
-«iiburg, they perceived several trace? of iU 
^btirishing condition ; — suburbs extending some 
-distance into the country — public walks, 
•and a tbrong of passengers both on foot and 
in carriages— above tbreo hundred mercbant 
Tessels lay in the harbour,* and they were in- 
fornaed that a fleet of the same number had 
left it a few days before. The streets are ex- 
tremely regular, intersecting each other at righ 
angles, the prineipal having canals running 
through their Icentre ; the houses of the mer- 
chants also bore every appearance of opulence, 
and the letter"^ which Dr. Collins had received 
from Mr. Spengler at Copenhagen, gave him 
an opportunity of judging of the style in which 
they lived. There are no inns in the town, 
but the hospitality of a merchant prevented 
' that from being any inconvenience, lot he in- - 
sisted on their taking up their quarters in his 
houses and subsequent observations showed , 
them that such Jsindness was not of rare oc- 
conence amongst these people. 
' Assisted by this gentleman's acquaintance. 
Dr. Collins and his young friends saw every 
thing to the best advantage. They visi •^d the 
public buildings, the Governor, Count Rosen, 
and several collections of natural curiosities, and 
at one of the latter places, saw a great many 
of the animals which are found in Sweden, 
staffed and preterved. '' In winter," said ihoir 
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ififortuant, " the necessaries of life ap prociSred 
amongst us, on the cheapest terms, /owing to 
tlie great^quantities of game which are briaiiglit 
into the market in sledges, even from great dis- 
tances by the peasantry. Black Cock, Ptat- 
tnigan, hares, and the large bir<l called ike 
Cock of the mountain ; now and then also a 
bear is brought in from the mountain districts, 
and sold like beef at so much per pound. 

"The most extraordinary circumstance, how- 
ever, connected with the supply of food (conti- 
nued their friend.) remains yet to be explain- 
ed to you. You are doubtless aware, young gen- 
tlemen, that every year an innumerable army of 
]||ierrings quit their abodes in the arctic sea, 
and migrate southwards in such quantities, as 
to alter the very appearance of the sea, being 
divided into columns of five or six miles in^ 
length, and three or > four miles in breadth.-^ 
This living tide meets in its progress the Brit-> 
ish Islands; and is thus divided into two parts, 
•one of which passes along the Western shore 
of Scotland, the other visits all the Eastern' 
side of Great Britain, and all . the Western 
shores of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Ac. 
giving employment to thousands, and affording 
a very lucrative branch of commerce to those 
who have undertaken to engage in it. None ' 
however, derjved more advantage from it in the * 
beginning of this century th«^n our fishernpen . 
The number taken in (he fishing season,* hat 
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amounted to ibe astonishing qnantity of two 
millions of barrels, each barrel containing from 
12 to 1300 herrings, and they have often been 
sold at two pence a barrel, to be used as ma- 
nure for the land, or the manufacture of oil; 15 
barrels of herrings yielding one barrel of fish 
oil. Now, however, all this is at an end ; the 
h€?rrings'have deserted this part of the coast, 
and' their disappearance has greatly depressed 
our trade/* 

Two o'clock being th^ dinner hour in Goth- 
enburg, and their kind host having invited 
some friends to meet the strangers. Dr. Collins 
took care to be punctual to the hour, that the 
■ company might not be inconvenienced by 
wiiiting. When they were all assenibled, the 
re)tast commenced by offering to each person a 
glass of brandy, a custom which ihey after- 
wards found to prevail through Sweden, 
though our travellers could never be induced 
to conform to a custom, which is not only 
unnecessary, but positively injurious, when 
indulged to any cxterit. A disH called a 
Salmagundi was then brought in, consisting of 
roino(!a herrings, hard eggs, oil, vinegar and 
pepper. The dishes were then brought in, one 
by one. ready carved, and each helped himself 
to as much as he chose. On a signal, the 
company all rose together,* bowed to each other, 
and retired into another room,^^ when coffee 
concluded tbe entertainment. Sometimes, how- 
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•?ar, after a walk, they re-assemble to tea at 
Lalf past sis;, take supper at nine, and aeparato 
at ten or eleven o'clock. 

Previously to leaving Gothenburg, Dr. Col- 
lins took bis friend's advice by sending on a 
ioeiady that is a messenger to engage horses^ 
to the fails of Trolhatta, a cascade about fifty 
miles distant, and lying very little out of tbe 
road from Gotbeoburg to Stockholm. He also 
took care to lay in a stock of provisiq)»8, toge- 
ther with a supply of straps and cords to ?e- 
pair the harness of their p'ost waggon, should it 
break, an accident wbich appeared very likely 
to occur; tbe only vehicle they could procure 
being nothing more than a pair of wheels with 
two sbafts resting upon tbe axle. Upon th^ 
sbafts were lashed the trunks of the party», 
and on tbe latter they sat, one bekind the. 
other. For thirty miles the country was black 
f^d barren. Approaching Edel, as it is called,.- 
( ommence, the dark tints cf^whicb afforded i^ 
lUoly contrast witb tbe beautiful green of the 
young spring shoots. Lilla Edel, as it is called, 
is a small village, rendered highly picturesque 
l»y the falls of the Qotba. After chan^ng 
borses twice^ the party drew .near to Trolhatta. 
iLs appearance was altogether Swedish, and 
tiiorelpre quite novel to strangers* eyes. The 
bouses, all macie of planks, looked^ike^o many 
rfoal boxes, lying up and down in itli direc- 
tiouH,'by the side of the. several torrei^ istuing. 
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from ibe main bed of xho Qotba, the vapour 
pf wbich rises like snaoke amongst the littlo 
buildings. Some time before they reached it, 
however, they bad notice of being in the neigh- 
bourhood of the waterfall, for, on descending 
' the hill which leads to Trolhatta, they could 
discern, though at a distance, the thick cloud 
of mist which these celebrated 'falls send up td 
a ^eat height, and by a winding path, they 
reached an elevated spot above the fall, where 
in a littl^ time the whole scene was before 
them. The waters of the river appeared tum- 
bling down steep declivities among the rocks 
below, whilst on each side were precipices 
rising to a great height, thinly clad witli strag- 
gling pines. Bjefore it arrives at the cataracts, 
the river glides on smoothly, and clear as 
cbrystal : in^ its descent along a bed five hun- 
dred yards in length, it forms four principal 
falls, the perpendicular height of which, taken 
together, is ahoiit I JO feet: the spray rose in 
clouds of mist upwards of eighty fe^t, and 
formed in the sun's rays, a brilliant rainbow. 
After surveying this sublime scene for some tirade, 
ihe party proceeded to the distance of half a 
mile Jower down on the heights, where a bird's 
eye view is obtained of the majestic and savage 
scenery before them — the river rushing head- 
long down the falls, -enveloped in foanrf and 
spray. That the navigation of the river . 
may not bg obstructed^ locks, with iluicas , 
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have been cut in the'solid rock, with incredible 
paitis and labour, through whick vessels are 
lowered .to the level of the water below the 
falls : affording a striking "proof, as Dr. Collins 
remarked, that there are few obstacles however - 
great, in the way of a useful design, which ' 
cannot be surmounted by the ingenuity and 
perseverance of man. Their guide told them, 
that' on one occasion, to gratify soriae wealthy 
visiter, who had more nboney than humanity 
or wits, two hogs, a housed aiad two ducks, were 
sent down, the principal fall. The pigs, alter 
a headlong roll, landed safely, and pro6eejied 
quietly back to their ^tye. The floating house 
followed nrxt, and was "dashed to piecesi as 
were also the ducks. Here they saw the saw- 
ing mills^ which are common to many parts of 
the country. They are worked by over-shot ' 
mills. The timbers were placed in sliding*^ 
cradles, which have a horizontal motion ; the^ 
saws are ranged vertically, and parallel tp each 
other, so that planks of different degrees of 
thickness may be cut at the same time from 
the same tree. In one machine^ Arthur count- 
ed ten saws acting at once. Old men, and 
eVen girls are employed to guide and guard 
these works, which are carried on with admi- 
rable facility. 

Finding that there was an opportunity for 
continuing their journey from Trolhatta to Wen - 
ner lake, by water, Dr. Collins hired a couple 
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luissiDg their uneasy and tiresome post cart. 
After proceeding about four miles, they left 
the stream of theGotha, which here ceased to 
be navigable, and entered upon the Carlsgraf 
canal, a work both of nature and •\rt.-7- 
It was a small stream, augmented for the pur- 
pose of navigation, aud commuDicatiog from 
theGotha to theWenner lake by a cut towards 
the north ; this soon brought them to'what at 
first seemed a sea, but which they found to bo 
only a lake. It extends in an oblong form from 
^^0 south-west to north-east, several rivers which 
rise in the mountains of Norway flowing into 
it, and afterwards uniting thoir waters to form 
the Gotha, which causing the celebrated cata- 
racts of Trolhatta, ju^t described, passes by 
the city of Gothenburg, and falls into the Cat 
tegat. At the southern extremity of the lake, 
which we have just mentioned, is sitiid^ted the 
town of Wennersberg, where Dr. Collins land- 
ed ; and towards its eastern side it approaches 
so near its sister lake, the Wetter, as to bo 
separated from it only by a distance of seven 
English miles. 

Wennersberg is a small town, but the houses 
are neat, and better built than any theysaw ex- 
cept those of Gothenburg; the shores of the lake 
also were bold and rocky, so that the scene 
appeared delightful; both the young men 
bathed| and found great refreshment from it ; 
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indeed thej assured Dr. Collint, that onlj 
the water was fresh, they would have liked 
it nearly as w«ll as a plunge in their own 
Carlingford bay. " That is right," said he, 
smilingly, *' there is something in that word 
* home,'* which ties us to our native country, 
and makes it preferable to the rest of the 
world — it makes the Icelander happy amidst 
volcanoes; and the l^wiss amidst suow-topped 
mountains; — it reminds the* soldier and the 
sailor of some little sunny spot, which he 
once saw before he went on his rambles, whore 
he would like to sit down, and pass the re- 
mainder of his days : 1 am not surprised, 

therefore, that you should be constantly re- 
verting to Irelapd. It is 'a place where a man 
may be free and happy, provided he knows 
how to enjoy with gratitude the blessings which 
burround him." 

FromWeonersberg, our travellers haviiigquit 
the boat, proceeded along the eastern side 
of the lake to Lidkoping, the walls of which 
it washes. On their way ihey came to a ferry, 
about half a mile wide; it was near midnight, 
for at this time of the year, the twilight con- 
tinues all night, and they had not stopped at 
Wennersberg lopger th^n to hire the two carts 
which carried them. Dr. Collins, however, 
had some doubt of trusting to the discretion of 
two boys, who came, yawnfng; from the ferry 
liousio. The v/ind was rather tempestuous, and 
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tbe wa?es several times broke into the boat, 
and tbreatened to swamp ber; nor were the 
fears of Dr. Collins diminished, when he found 
the boys evidently unable to hianage tbe boat, 
and vainly struggling to keep their course to tbe 
opposite shore. Presently they passed an island 
to which they were about to turn the boat's 
head, when Arthur and Ned taking /the oars, 
(for they could not make them understand a 
wotd) soon brought her to the point they had 
been so long endeavouring to reach. Here they 
found the Swede^ whom they had employed as 
their Jbrebad to engage horses at the different 
post stations. From him Dr, Collins received 
a message, sent by the wife of a Swedish of- 
ficer, who was absent froqa home, to request 
the party would pass the remainder of the 
night in her house, as they were not within 
leach of any inn, and were even at some distance 
from the public road. This hospitable invita- 
tion they did not hesitate to accept; and they 
afterwards found, that such attention to stran- 
gers, whenever they have an opportunity of 
shewing it, is tsharacteristic of the Swedish 
gentry. ' 

Upon their arrival at the lady's mansion, it 
was easy to perceive that some preparations 
had been already made for their coming. A 
table was laid out in a large apartment, covered 
with such luxuries as the country afforded ; and 
because it was known that the ^iests wera 
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Boglish, such things were added, as it waft 
ihoughl would profe gratifying to English pa- ^ 
lates; they had bottled beer, wbeaten bread,, ' 
curds, eggs, fish, and confectiofnary. They 
were afterwards conducted to two neat apart- 
ments, where they slept soundly after their fa- 
i tiguo and anxiety. The uext morniDg they 
found that the master of the house had re- 
turned, after they had gone to rest, and they 
met him at the breakfast table, where he intra* 
duced them to his wife, a handsome, pleasing 
woman : — he informed them that he had been - 
in the Swedish service, but hjid retired to cul- 
tivate his estate, which was named Siorgd, and 
to inhabit the house, which had been once a 
very excellent mansion, looking out upon the 
lake. This incident, perhaps, shows better thao 
any other way, the manners of the Swedes, 
and their friendly hospitality towards strangers. 
It was in obedience to the precept of one of 
tha ancient sages of the country, which says, 
" Be humane and gextlb to those you 
MEET ON THE SEA;*' and again, " To tub 

GUEST WHO enters YOUR DWELLING WITH 
FROZEN LIMBS, GIVE THE WARMTH OP YOUJl 
PIRE;"~*'Hb WHO HATH TRAVELLED OVER 
THE MOUNTAINS, HATH NEED «F POOD AND 

WELL DRIED GARMENTS." This hospitality 
was the more remarkable, that the preceding 
winters had been uncommonly severe, and of 
unusual duration; and this had caused a great 



d by Google 



«9- 

dearth of provisions both among men and 
cattle. Many of the houses and barns, their 
guide pointed out to them, » which had been 
unroofed to supply fodder for cattle ; and the 
bones of several of the animals which had 
perished, were here and there visible ; besides 
which, they heard the distress fully cor- 
roborated at the .different post houses. " I 
know of one other country,", said Arthur, 
whose patriotism was always suggesting com- 
parisons to the credit of his own Ireland ; 
"I know one other country, remarkable for 
its hospitality, and it is worth remarking, that 
it is amongst tke poorest that the.virtue is the 
most apparent. The fare of our countrymen, 
too," said he, ** is often scanty, tut who is 
there amongst even the poorest, who would not 
share his potatoes with the hungry traveller?" 

At Targ, they gained the public road, and 
after a 'pleasant ride through a line and exten- 
sive forest of lir trees, they reached Lidkoping, 
a'handsome town of somei impprtance. Several 
vessels were lying before Tt; and the extreme 
neatness of the small cottages denoted a mucli 
more cleanly people than the inhabitants of 
ihc southern provinces. Their furniture was 
not only scoured, t)ut poli^shed till it shone; 
and each chimney was neatly whitewashed, 
leaving Lidkoping, , the appearance of the 
country was extremely beautiful; the finest 
roads wound in a serpentine manner throa^^ 
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foire«U of fir trees, ivhicb occasionally op^ning^, 
gave them a view of tLe lake in the vista, la 
winter, they were told, that the wolves which 
abound in the woods, comnut great ravages; 
two of the largest oxen, belonging to the 
landlord of an inn at Holera, where they 
stopped to change horses, having been carried 
off in a single night. These animals, from 
the nature of the country, and the vast extent 
of the forests, would incre^ase in such numbers, 
as to over-run it, did not tHe occasional severity 
of the winters,^ and the difficulty of obtaining 
food, destroy largo numbers by mere hunger^ 
^ The peasants also, at that time of the year, 
osiscmblo, mid attack them : They first sur- 
round a part of the, forest, forming a largo 
circle, and gradually contracting it until the 
wolves .are completely hemmed in, -For every 
wolf that is killed, a reward is paid by the 
government, and as the skin fetches a good 
price, they aro well repaid for the trouble of 
hunting them. Three of these skins are suffi- 
cient to make one of the large winter fur 
cloaks which are wofn ,by the upper classes. 
The peasants, on turning their horses out, tip 
their feet with iron, by which means of do- 
fence, they are able to beat off their furious 
assailants. Indeed, on their way, the, driver 
often dreyv their attention to cattle having large 
•cars, where wolves had attacked them. The 
yoiui|; men^ hopes, however, of seeing a wolf 
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were tox the present disappointed; indeed they 
might have traversed, perhaps, the whole king- 
dom, at this season, without seeing a single 
beast of- prey. 

Orebro, the next town to Lidkoping, where, 
our travellers halted for the night, in their 
course to Stockholm, is a large and handsome 
town, with a population of 3000 inhal3itants, 
situated on the small lake Hoilmar, which, by 
means of a canal, forms a connection with the 
Malar lake, and the Baltic sea. The accom- 
modation at the inn was good, and every thing 
so neat, th^t they soon^felt themselves com« 
fortable; they were, however, offered, and de- 
clined, the glass of brandy- The floor was 
strewed with juniper branches, covered with 
sand, a custom which Dr. Collins reminded 
his young companions, prevailed in England 
and Ireland in the reign of Elizabeth, the 
royal apartments which that queen used, being 
thus covered ; only that instead of juniper, 
they used clean straw. The ne^t morning^ 
they were betimes on the road, and soon en- 
tered the extensive forest of Kaaglar, remark- 
able for its wild and gloomy scenery. While 
crossing it, they observed, on one side of the 
road, a large heap .of stones, marking the spot 
where a traveller had been murdered; and the 
more remarkable on this account, that such a 
dreadful crime as'muraer is of rare occurrence 
in Sweden. *^Coafte,nny younj companions/ 
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said Dr. Collins, ** let us each add one, to the. 
heep; it is thns it Las been formed ; und you 
see its use, in awakening serious recollections 
in the passenger: you remember, that in the 
Old Testamept dispensation, God declared 
that it was a crime of a most awful nature, to 
take away that life which none but he can 
give: ' Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by 
MAN SHALL HIS BLOOD BE SHED ;' and surely 
we (iannot at the same time forget to thank 
Him humbly, that He hath thus preserved us 
from dangers, with which in His wisdom he 
permitted others to be assailed." 

With such reflections as th^se, the party 
continued their route for some miles further, 
before they cleared the forest. Juniper was con- 
stantly the underwood on one side, and here 
and there they observed ant-hills, in height' 
from three to four feet/ and formed of old 
leaves^, and minute pieces of bark^ mixed with 
earth. At Vesleras, they came in sight, fot 
the first time, of the Malar lake, which pre- 
sented its smooth surface, broken only by a 
nuipber of small and richly wooded islands. 
As they were leaving it, they met the clergy- 
man, whose mild and venerable ,aJr appeared 
well deserving of the respect which was paid 
him by all who met him. He was dressed in 
a straw hat, gray coat, black silk waistcoat 
and breeches, black stockings, and an enor- 
mous pair of silver shoe buckles. Coming up 
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k> the side of the waggon, ho addressed oar 
travellers in Latin, in which he was answered 
hy Dr. Collins ; and, after a shoVt conversation, 
gave them, with unafTccted piety, his parting 
henediction. 

The next day's journey gave our travellers 
another opportunity of observing the manner^ 
of this interesting people. It was the eve of 
St. John's day, and everywhere they met iho 

Eeasantry in their best dresses. All the women 
ad their heads covered with white handker- 
chief, and the effect was singular, looking at 
a good many assembled together. Trees strips 
ped of their bark, but retaining their green 
boughs, had been planted by the road side, 
and before the houses ; the porches and doors 
of all their dwellings, even of the cottages, 
were decorated with garlands of flowers ; and 
upright poles, covered with flowers and greea 
boughs, were visible in every place through 
which they passed. The dress of the male 
peasants has always great uniformity in Swe- 
den, because the^ inhabitants of the same dis- 
trict always wear suits of the one colour, and 
being restricted by custom to the use of three 
colours, blue, gray, and blac^, there is not, 
of course, the least diversity in their appear- 
ance; all. were hastening from the country 
parts, tb the different villages where they cele- 
brate this festival with dancing and merriment; 
and at our travel! ert pasted the different. groupt,^ 
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ili,*y were hailed with great {^iee. Th^re was 
notiiing boisterous, howeverj in their merri- 
ment; and Dr. Collins afterwards Icafned, that 
no excess ever disgraced this annual festivity. 

The following day was the last Jitage of their 
journey ia the Swedish capital. As they drew 
near it, the couptry became more romantic, and 
yet not the le^s cultivated, where cultivation 
was possible. The Malar lake apj^eared ia 
view more frequently, and lofty rocks, covered 
with pine, interrupted the straight coiiirse of 
the road; still there was nothing to mark the 
vicinity of the metropolis : .within two miles 
ot it, ^ long fence, and a gravel walk, gave 
tokens of a country seat ; but still the cottages 
on the road s'ide did not become more nume- 
rous , nor did they see the concourse of ve. 
hides and passengers going to and fro, which 
may he generally observed on .approaching a 
largo town. Whilst they wondered that StQck- 
holm should still be distant, they i^ere stopped^ 
at a wooden building, where an ill dressed man 
demanded ta search their baggage, in order to 
see whether it contained any articles on which 
a duty should be paid ; and/ to their great sur- 
prise, he informed them they were entering the 
city. Beyond them was a narrow street, (if 
street it could be called) with red wooden 
pales on one side, and a row of red wooden 
houses on the other. In a short time, however, 
the grand street, cctUed ' The Queen's Street,' 
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•p^ned upon tbem. Still, however, thcj wer9 
disappointed, for as, yet they saw nothing of 
the magnificence they had been led to expect 
The houses were lofty, the windows flat, but 
no ghop windows exposing to view the goods 
within ; no appearance of trade, and no bustle 
in the streets. For about three quarters of a 
mile the same sqrt of vie\^ was continued. On 
a sudden, however, the scene changed, and 
they found themselves in a spacious square, 
surrounded 6n all sides by buildings of a mag- 
-nifident description. On the right arose, above 
a broad and rapid stream, a superb palace, 
connected with the square by a bridge of gra- 
nite. In the centre of the square stood an 
equestrian statue of bronze, upon a pedestal 
of polished granite. On each side lofty palaces 
corresponded with each other, and between 
these and the first building, the winiing of the 
lake admitted an extensive view of the city, 
rising like an amphitheatre, and the rocks at k 
distance. They proceeded over the bridge, 
and passed at the foot of the palace ; ar\d on 
turning to the right, caught at once a view of 
the shipping moored to a fine broad quay; 
whilst on tne opposite side of the water lofty 
bouses rose one above another; the dome of a 
church above them seemibg to look dbwn upon 
the lake and the city below. It is impos^<4ible 
to describe the effect which the whole scene 
had upon the party; they had just left the 
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were npw in the centre of one of the finest 
cities in Europe. 

The city of Stockholm, which is 320 tsiles 
north-east of Copenhagen, and no less than 
850 in the sanoe direction with respect to Lon- 
don. E long. 18. 3. N. lat. 59. 20. has been 
generally described as standing upon seven 
islands, but Dr. Collins, and his young com- 
panions, found it more correct to lituit the 
number to three; the other four containing 
only forts, or buildings for naval purposes. 
The citadel island, which is the smallest of 
the three, constitutes the original ciiy, and is 
still the most busy part of the iown, its quays 
; being bordered by a stately range of buildings, 
^ the residences of the principal merchants. It 
was, in fact, that which first met our travellers' 
eyes, after emerging from the forest by winch 
they approached it, when they saw the rbyal 
palace, and the other public buildings, which 
form the great square. 

The streets are all built at right angles to 
each other, but being, in general, narrow, and 
the houses high, they have a gloomy appear- 
ance. Its extensive trade is owing to its singu- 
larly advantageous position at the junctiop of 
the lake Malar with an inlet of the Baltic; the 
former extending sixty mil^s into the interior, 
and by means of the canals of Arboga and 
Siromsholm, affording the inhabitants of the 
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Word distant provinoes tbe convenj&nce of send* 
Ing to tim capital ib^ commodities which tfaejr 
export; and the liatter giving them a fine har- 
bour fop receiving the prodoctions of foreign 
countries. Thfe only draw-back on the navi- 
gation, arises from the number of smfiU islands 
ant} detached rocks which lie at 'the mouth of 
Ibis inlet from the Baltic, and the delay occa- 
ftionally experienced in working up a winding 
channel from the sea, of more than twenty 
mftesin length, and which, in one part, is con- 
ihicted into a narrow strftH, bounded by high 
rocks. The chief exports aw iron, steel, cop- 
"per, pitch, tar, and timber; the imports aro 
colonial produce, wfne, fruit, salt, and, in a 
limited degree, British munufactures. ''Com- 
merce would flourfsh^' (said an English gefnile- 
man whom- Dr. CoUiAs met At the hotel, and 
whose information and tespeetability rendered 
bim an eligible acquaintance) ^'eomimeroe would 
flourish greatly, but for two causes, the iBrst 
is, that the Swedish government, in hopes to 
promote home industry, have in a great measure 

Srohibited foreign manufactures; the second is, 
ie discouragement which our country gives to 
the importation of timber from Sweden, in any 
otiier than British vessels. If both these oh- 
Itaeles were removed — if oui? manufactures 
ifvere freely admitted into Sweden, and Swedish 
ifmber Were as freely admitted into England , 
in Swedish as Well as English v6ssels^ £ thick 
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th« two oountriea would find it r6«ipro«aIIx 
advantageous." *' Will you excuse me. Sir,** 
said Arthur, '* for saying . that I don't under- 
stand that; though 1 suppose (a4d«d he, with 
di£Sdence) 1 am wrong : it always seemed U> 
me, that if I wished to encourage a particular 
manufacture, suppose linen, the best way would 
be not to allow any other country to send 
us that article. This prohibition would surely 
keep up the price of linen, and give batter 
wages to the workman, and greater encourage- 
ment to the manufactui'eis ; and so it doubtless 
is in this country." '' 1 am glad," replied Mr. 
Blackball (that was their new acquaint* 
ance's name) that you have taken a particular 
instance — I see by it you are ftoui Ireland," 
added he, smiling, '* but it will answer equally 
well for our argument, to consider what eficct* 
a law prohibiting the importation of linen into 
that country, would have on that article. I 
grant you, in the first place, that if the legi- 
slature wishes to give to the linen manufao- 
turer the exclusive possession of the Irish mar- 
ket, the prohibition does it effectually — that 
is to say, if the people of Ireland must wear 
linen garments, and. cannot, by your law, get 
it elsewhere, they cannot avoid buying it from 
the Irish manufacturer, and l^e may charge 
any price he pleases for the article ; but laws 
are not made for the benefit of individuals, 
but of the nation at large. Now, suppose tha 
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fiogtkh chcme to make Mnen, as well as the 
^ Irish— and suppose also they made it cheaper, 
- where do you think thai I, a Swedish merchant, 
will go to boy it, if 1 want a cargo of it for this 
oonntry, or for Russia, or for Denmark, or for 
•ny other part of the world f — " SUroly, (said 
Arthur) you will buy it in that.mar|cet where 
it is ehcmiesi'' <*Tfaatis," said Mr«iBlackhaD^ 
1 shall my it in Bnglarid instead of Ireland : 
'^qertainly^piied Arthur. "Well then" rejoined 
Mr. Blackhali, ''you see the consequence of 
your prohibitory law is to shut out your own 
. roanufaeture from the rest of the world. ^^ "I ac- 
knowledged it," answered Arthur,'*! perceive that 
whatever oromps the commerce of a country, is 
also a check upon indi^try:" V'Yes^sMd Mr. 
filaekhall, it is just as if 1 were to oblige the in- 
habitants of a particular street to buy their gro- 
ceries from onis of their neighbours ; he would 
• sell to those who could not do without his com- 
modities, and might put as high a price as ho 
-chose upon the different articles, but not ano- 
ther person in the whole city would deal with 
btm, so that what he gained by the monopoly 
would perhaps be far less, than if his sales were 
more extensive ; let , him lessen his profits to 
one half, and let the effect be to increase his 
•ales four fold; you see at once, he would at 
the end of a year, gain twice as much as ho did 
before ;^ ao it is with trade in general, give m^ 
« market for my lineu^sf four times as extensiwo 
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a$ I bad liefore, and I shall not ooly by lowi^- 
iBg my preftts oncrhalf) doable my income^ but 
I sball be obliged toUiaoiiufiELcture fWur Umeft as 
mudL libei), and thus to' incrcsso tbe cumber 
.<^ my workman." ^*Tbat is" said Arthur ''quite 
^ek^r: but suppose that tbe tradjeiis 'opened, 
•«&dthat itft neoessary effiset is to m\$bl^'iAie 
.tEbglisb matufiactarer to ulidei^ell^rae even in 
liceliBd, evtt»i^ter lihaTe redurod my profits 
'es.mu€h as. possible, wif]! not this ptit< an end 
io ihe lipen trade, : woat it thra^ a great many 
people outol biead, Badruin the manufaetiirer 
wlio bas empiojfedbis capstaldn dtbat'way." f'lt 
..mtistprodupe thai'^fib^" sdidMr^Blackhall, <«in 
^a -gveater .or less degveoy ^tbi^viauU iMiwavei 
was; tO'tke first iDstaaee, layiof oBitbe pohibi- 
tiooy 'land fbust gtviivg^ a fakfeenccrarageiBeDi'to 
the trade r^ having pace goite^ wrong % nd ire*- 
soQ wby I should oonilffifctie'ta do so; myduty 
is as fiiobn a^ I percseire my^ leafrer to meadnre 
haok my steps, and endeavour as ^oon as; pos- 
fibte tostriike into the right rofald* 'It is d^> 
tressihg that any individual should suS^, or 
that a^&anily should lose its means of eupfort ; 
but it would be much more^ aisful to eontiniie 
<thid check upon industry, and thus keep U)o«- 
Hsands perhaps from findinsg employment in 
.'some otbef channel. The most that can be 
done in these eases ts toibrow lopen {ho mar- 
ket, not atonee, but graduaUy»ahd thus affonl 
the mamifaeturer time for wHfadrawing bis m^ 
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iMj ffom tbe trade ia wbich be o«a no longer 
engi^Q wUh advantage, and empiojiog it ia 
anotbov way. It is a great loes to the nation at 
laiige, wben capital is not employed in that 
way, which would retaro^e. greatest profit- 
II you had £100,000, dfd you employed it 
in the linen or any other trade, which was 
languishing, it is a loss to the country if you 
dp not strive to employ it in some other way 
which would be profitable; you lay out your 
money in linens, they lie upon hands, they 
dont seli your 100,000 pounds lies idle, it- 
brings io no return, and perhaps you become 
bankrupt; but you employ it say in the cotton 
trade, you gain 10,000 pounds in one year by 
it — the nation is thus weedthier by that sum — 
you lay it out in buying more cotton goods, 
and giving more employment to industry ; at 
length you amass a, large fortune, and employ 
it as you ought to do in building, in improving 
land, ia encouraging the industrious^ in reliev- 
ing the poor. And such is the way we mer- 
chants are obliged to do> we send a cargo of 
timber to England,, we expected good profit on 
the sale, bat the price we find lowered; we 
must 8^1 it perhaps at alos&; do we then buy 
another cargo of the same article and dispatch 
it to the same market ? No, we think the 
first lots enough, we find out some other way 
to employ our money* We learn that Swedish 
iron is in demand, and we deal in that article 
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1K0 long as w« can ^ain by it ; but oiirnile \9t 
simple aod eia^ly remembered ; giv^ protediion: 
to ail, favor to none, and money will always 
flow in those channels, whiek are at tbtf featue* 
time most productu^ to the individual and 
most beneficial to^e nation, that is, when^ 
there is discretion and judgment. I sbould: 
wish Gentlemen^ said the Duke de Sully^ to 
the merchants of a particular part of Fmnce, ' 
I should wish to do you a service, and to re- 
comoQend the King my master, to grant you 
some favor. The merchants consulted toge- 
ther, and at length they came to this sage con- - 
chision : all the favor we ask, Sir, is that you 
would let us alone. They meant, that trade 
would fiourisb, provided it was neither chilled . 
by prohibitions, nor forced by monopolies, but 
just left to iteelf ; for in this way alone, are we 
sure that money will be employed in the way 
most profitable to a country, and that the mer- 
chant vvill find the best market for his 
goods." ^ 

* For several days, Dr. Collins and his young 
companions spent their time most pleasantiy in 
visiting the different objects worth notice in 
the metropolis. They attended the exchange, a 
room 80 feet long by 40 wide, which, at two 
o'clock each day, is frequented by the vHarr 
chants, who there arrange their commercial trans- 
actions together. It was an interesting sight 
tkougbthey could not enter the place, it was 
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«o crowds. Tboy next want to seo the arse- 
ualy situate in the northern sabHrb, and in what 
M called the king's garden ; a small spot laid 
out with pleasant walks and plabted with 
trees. The arsenal contained a great number 
of warlike trophies, the shoe of a horse on 
which one of their celebrated monarchs rode 
at a great battle, the very clothes worn by 
another who was killed at tho siege of a for- 
tress in Norway. Bat the object of the greatest 
interest, was a boat which Peter the Great, 
Emperor of Russia, had built with his own 
hands. ''You ought to know him well," said 
their conductor to the party, "for he went over 
to England about 120 years ago, and there 
worked like an humble carpenter in your dock, 
yards, in order that he might gain a knowledge 
i>f ship building, whieh he was anxious to in- 
troduce amongst hjs subjects, well knowing 
that they could never thrive in commerce un- 
less he could make them a maritime nation." 
We have heard of sovereigns, said Dr. Collins, 
gaining tho name of *' great," because they 
were mighty conquerors, and had spilled the 
blood of their fellow creatures ; but true great- 
ness consists in rendering benefits to the hu- 
man race, and not Injuct^. 

The Swedish mode of reckoning time struck 
our travellers as curious. The Swedish Sun* 
day begins at'^O o'clock on the evening of Sa- 
turday, and ends at 6 on^ Sunday; thus for 
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Collins found the date in the day-book after 
6 o'clock marked 2l»i J^ae. 

The converBaiTon ^hicb Mr. Bkckhall had 
held with our travellers had opened the mind& 
o{ both Arthur and I^ed — leading them to 
t^ectioos which th<^ ha4 never made beforoj 
and teaching them hu useful truth, which they 
might apply io other subjects as well as tho 
one ^ich Arthur had ehosea in his natural 
preference for ev^ry tbipg Irish, but it led to 
a nsult highly gratifying to the whole party^ 
— Dr. Collins had leii Ireland intending to 
▼islt the two capitals, Copenhagen, and 
Stockholm, and the places which lay in the 
direct road, but now an extension of their 
plans opened upon theii|» whidi as it offered 
the means of great iiliprovement to Arthur, ha 
did not hesitate to adopt Mr. Blackball their 
new acquaintance, who spoke the Swedisb 
language with great fluency, had been for se-r 
Teral years setUed in Drontheim, or as the 
natives call it Tronyem> in Norway, being at 
the head of a n^ercantile establishment^ which 
was kurgely engaged in Uie export of timber 
to Great Britain, and living now finished the 
business which Jbad brought him to Stockholm, 
he was about to return home's—He was ple&<9ed 
with the mild deportment add enlarged infor- 
mation of Dr.Collms, and the ingenuoas dispo- 
fUien of Arthur : he was aUo strongly prepoii 
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veseed in favor of Ned, who, though often si* 
lent tbrongh diffidence, he found on several 
occasions to be possessed of a good understand- 
ing and sound natural judgment ; and finding 
that Dr. Collins was not frightened by the dis- 
tance, he proposed that the whole party should 
accompany him to Dronthdm — '* we can travel 
together,*' said he, ''and my knowledge of the 
eountiry will I think be useful to you — I shall 
also be happy to receive you into my house, 
where you shall have a sincere welcome from 
my lamily, and should you chuse to go far- 
ther northwards, into Norwegian Lapland, it 
will be in my power to give you such introduc- 
tions as will serve you on the route. In three 
days I shall set out, and if you choose to ac- 
cept my ofiS^r, I can easily procure a light and 
strong carriage for the j ou rney.' ' 

It was thus that the friendly proposal was 
made and accepted, the young men rejoicing 
that they were to see much more of foreign coun- 
tries than they had expected, and, with the 
ardour of youth, not a little pleased that their 
course should lie in a direction seldom travers- 
ed by their countrymen. 

The interval between this and their depar- 
ture, was occupied in making the necessary pre- 
paraticms for the journey —assisted in the choice 
by Mr. Blackball, Dr. Collins bought a neat 
little waggon, quite new, together with all* the 
iiarnesi necessary for travelling in these coun- 
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tries^'for a sum not exoeedifig £S, lOs. And a 
description of it will sbow the reader how good 
the roads must he, and with how light a carri* 
age it is possible to go all over the country. It 
was made without springs, being quite open 
and with very little iron-work on it; in shape it 
might be compared to a shoe, set upon wheels^ 
with the heel foremost ; a seat lined with oil 
cloth was^ raised in this part, capable of contain* 
ing two persons, besides which a temporary 
seat was placed behind for one person, and 
another could place himself commodiously be- 
side the driver on a boarded seat in front, • Be- 
hind the seats, answ^ng in form to the upper 
feather and toe of tha^shoe, was the place for 
stowing beds, provisions, and baggage; these 
however were for the present placed in Mr. 
Biackhairs waggon which followed, he pre- 
ferring to enjoy the company of his friends'. — 
The waggon was drawn by two horses abreast, 
and without any apparent difficulty.* — Indeed, 
at one of the post houses where the party sub- 
sequently stopped to change horses, a sturdy 
peasant, seeing the little vehicle for which his 
two fine horses were required, began to lau^, 
and placing himself beneath the waggon, raised 
it, wheels and all, some distance from the ground 
upon his shoulder^. The other articles which 
they purchased were a couple of rifle guns, 
Mr. Blaokhall tolling them that they were ne- 
cessary, not against robbers, but that sometimes 
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a wolf or a bear wat known to eross the tra- 
veHer's course, and it was right to be prepared 
for them ; besides which they procured from 
the mint a large bag of copper money, and a 
map of the roads in Sweden and Norway, 
whic^ they afterwards found of the greatest 
use in travelling. 

Though their preparations were few and «im- 
ple, they found it difficult to have them ready, 
owing to the indolent custom which prevails, 
not only in Stockholm, but through all the north 
of Europe, for all elates to retire to rest, from 
the hourof two to four each day ; the tradesmen 
shutting up theirshops; and the whole city ap- 
pearing as silent and deserted as if the sun had 
just risen. It is true they ascribe the custom 
to the excessive heat, but we know that how- 
ever hot the summer, that time of the day, in 
London, or Dublin^ or Edinburgh, is always 
the busiest; here, however, there was a com- 
plete Cessation from business, And the traveller 
must either make his purchases earlier, or else 
defer them until the shop-keeper has re-opened 
bis shutters to the light, and his door to his cus- 
tomers. At length, however, they were made 
in sufficient time to allow of their packing up 
their things, and stowing the luggage in the 
waggon the evening before their departure. 

On the 28th June, the party took leave of 
Stockholm, at six o^clock, on a delightful morn- 
ing, having sent Mr. BlackhalFs waggon ^n 
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With his serfant as a locehud ; and after a thoVl 
time cleariDg the city, proceeded on their road 
at a rapid and steady pace ; at noon, the heat 
hecame so great, that the driver was obliged 
to stop, to pour buckets of water upon the 
wheels which had taken fire with the friction. 
After this, however, their road iay through a 
deep forest, where they had shel,ter from the 
scorching rays of tht sun^ but soon they fo^nd 
^bat eyen in the forest they had another inco|^- 
venience to hear : myriads of musquitoes at- 
tacked the poor holraes, and a Wget kind in 
|uEtrQcolar, whidi they learned from Mr. 
Blae^khall Was the great enemy of the rein- 
deer, And actually compels them, by its tor- 
menting stidg, to undertake a journey of some 
hundred miles, from the Lapland forests to tho 
sea coast to avoid ^em : in vain did the horses 
Increase their ^eed, as if to es^cape from the 
assailants, they continued to pursue,* until a 
breeze springing up at length dispersed them. 

Having stopped for dinner at a little inn which 
was ttie picture of- neatness, and wjiere the entire 
charge for four persons amounted to no mpro 
than 4s. our travellers proceeded on their road, 
tletermia^d not to stop till midnight, an hour 
which will not appear extraordinary if we con- 
sider that the sun does not set in these high 
latitodes iili past ten, and that the twilight 
which continues all night, is as bright as a 
November cloudy day in Ireland. It was about 
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tigbt o'clock, when Arthur ahd Ned havittg 
alighted to walk a shorty way, came up to th^ 
waggon's side to point out an unusual glow in 
the distance, which would have seemed to them 
like the horizon at sun set, it heigg tilso in the 
direction of the west, if they had not at the same 
moment seen the sun itself far from his settings 
and shining with great lustre. **It is a forest on 
fife," said Mr. Blackhall, "and before the termi- 
nation of your journey you will often have to 
remark the same thing. I think, said Dr. Coi- 
'lins, as we passed along to day, I obserx^ed 
signs of some patches of land having been 
cleared for tillage in the same way. Some- 
times, replied Mr. Blackhall, the peasants 
^lear the land in this way, finding that it not 
only benefits the land, but is the most effec- 
tual mode of removing the thick underwood. 
It frcqueulty happens, however, from not using 
proper precautions, or from beginning the ope^ 
Tation when the season is too far advanced, 
that they are unable to confine it within the 
intended limits, and it soon spreads over a 
wide tract of forest. The whole country is 
then enveloped in flames, and it is a long time 
before it can oestoppcd. "What must be thesitu*- 
ation of a traveller who has to pass through the 
burning forest," said Dr.Collins, **but I suppose 
he does not attempt to proceed/* "Frequently he 
is obliged, and then itrequires the greatest cau- 
tion to escape the flames; bis path is at intervals 
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coiMsealed by smoke, and then he is uncertaia 
whether to advance or retreat. If a breeze 
arise, the whole forest glows, and explosions 
are heard on all sides, as the sap and rosin 
boiling with the heat, burst the trunks. **I sup- 
pose Sir," said Ned, *'it is from the clouds alone 
tbat water could be had to quench the fire." 
"Rain," replied Mr. Blackball, seldom falls in 
summer, hut at times there is a shower." "Oh 
then, interrupted Arthur, the flames are 
quenched at once. If you have ever seen 
blacksmiths working at a forge, said. Dr. Col; 
lins, you would not say so, for you there see 
them when heating their iron, occasionally 
throwing on the coals, a dash of water to in- 
crease the flame^nd heat." " Such, in a greater 
degree, ii the effect of a shower," said Mr. Black- 
hall ; ** a loud hissing is heard, the smoke lies 
thick and heavy on the ground, and the flames 
are for a time repressed, but they shortly 
burst out again with greater fury. I shall read 
for you a description given by Iiinnffius, the ce- 
lebrated botanist, of the danger by which he 
was surrounded when crossing a burning forest, 
and it so well agrees with accounts which I 
have heard myself from others, that I copied 
it when in Stockholm in a leaf of my journal. 
* 'Several days ago, the forests had been set on 
fire by lightning, and the flames raged at this 
time with great violence, owing to the drought 
of the season. In many difierent places, 
perhaps nine or ten, that I saw, the devasta* 
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tio0 esttcnded several miles distance. I (ra* 
Vierseda gpace of three quarters of a mile in 
extent (about four English miles and a half) 
which was entirely burnt. The fire was near- 
ly extikiguished, except in ant hills, and dry 
trunks of trees, so that the face of the country 
appeared quite black and gloomy looking. 
Alter we had travelled about half a quarter of 
a mile across one of those scenes of ruin, the 
wind began to blow with rather more force 
"^an it ;had previously done, upon which a 
sudden jiolse arosein the half burnt forest, such 
as I can only compare to the distant firing of 
cannon, we knew not which way to turn our 
steps, the smoke made it quite insufferable to 
remain where we were, and we were afraid to 
turn back. It seemed best to hasten forwards, 
in the hopes of soon reaching the outskirts of 
the wood, but in this we were disappointed ; 
we ran as fast as ^e could, in order to avoid 
being crashed by the falling trees, some of 
which threatened us every minute. Some- 
times the fall of a large trunk was so sudden, 
that we stood aghast, not knowing which way 
to turn for escape, and throwing ourselves en- 
tirely on the mercy of providence. In one in- 
stance, a large tree fell exactly before me, and 
the guide who walked not more than a fathom 
from me — but thanks to providence, we both 
escaped and reached the end of our journey in 
safety, rejoicing in, and I hope thankRilfor, 
the mercies vouchsafed to us.*' 
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' Having rested at a small village called Ms- 
kilstuna, where Mr. Blaokhairs servant, a 
^wede, had arrived some hoars before them, 
and prepared supper and beds for the party, 
they set out the next morning, still allowing 
him a start of some hours, and reached 
Smaby, where the young men were much 
amused at the curious group formed by the 
peasants and their horses, breakiasling toge* 
ther, and cordially partaking of a large hard 
lye cake: this is the constant food of 
both throughout Sweden, and indeed forma 
their chief article of food. Before they set 
out on ^ journey a few of these cakfe^ are 
strung together, B^A form their Only food 
whilst absent* The travellers had occasion 
for two horses to each carriage, and as they 
often belonged to as many different proprietors, 
who always accompanied them for the purpose 
of bringing them back, it was interesting to 
hear the frequent altercations between them, 
each, while running beside the carriage, endea- 
vouring to persuade the driver that his horse 
never needs the whip, at the same time giving 
a hint, that a lash would be well applied upon 
his neighbour's, and at times they were observ* 
«d to shed tears when they thought them dri- 
ven beyond their strength. The whip, however, 
was seldom wanting, seven and eight miles an , 
hour, being at times their- rate of going, and 
^e roads so good that they seldom went out 
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of a g^illop until they had reached the post- 
house, though on such occasions they always 
left the owners of the horses to follow. 

On their arrival at Carlstadt, which is IW 
miles west of Stockholm, the travellers rested 
for a day, Mr. Blackhall having some business 
to transact there. It is the principal town in 
the province of Wameland, contains 2,000 
inhamtants, and is* situated at the influx of the 
Clara-Elf, into the lake Wenner, in lat. 59®. 
From hence, every mile that they proceeded, 
indicated their approach to the frontiers of 
Norway. The features of the country became 
bolder, the streams rushed more impetuously to 
their level, and the hills became more frequent, 
and of greater elevation ; the dwellings of the 
peasantry were^ warm and comfortable, and 
well adapted to resist the violetlce of winter 
storms and the severity of the cold, built uni- 
versally of solid tsunks of the pine tree, and 
the seams closely stuSed with moss, in the 
same way as a ship is caulked; the heatin" 
tido is kept up, not by fire places, bat by 
stoves, which once lighted, retain the warmth 
for the whole day, and indeed cause so much 
heat as to be insupportable to foreigners who 
are not used to h. The roofe are also gene- 
rally formed of pine trees, and covered with 
thatch, which being plentifully sown with 
grass seeds produce a plentiful crop. In some 
places, fir trees of a tolerable size, grew on th« 
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tAofik' the natives ooncetviug that the roots 
bound the thatch together, and rendered it more 
«oUd and compact. The bark of the beech 
tre« is also used as a covering for the roof, and 
from its oily nature is found to resist the wet 
for years, "Which do you think, Arthur, is 
the most useful tree in this part of the world?" 
said Mr* Blackball. "Without doubt,^ Sir," an- 
swered he, "it is the pine, for I see it every 
where used in the construction of their houses." 
•*No," repliedMr.Blackball, "itis the beech, iU 
bark is used as an inner sole for shoes, and Li 
considered preferable to leather. Thje. pea* 
sant carves its wood into bowls, mugs, &c. it 
being tougher than the fir. It furnishes ex- 
cellent fuel. The outer bark supplies the place 
of tiles, the inner, which is reddish, is applied 
to many purposes of tanning and dying; and 
lastly, the sap affords a liquor known by the 
name of beech wine, from which a spirit is some* 
times extracted. It is only here in the South that 
it grow^ to any considerable size^ and we shall 
observe as wo travel North, that it gradually 
becomes more stunted in its growth, until it 
assumes at length the appearance of a dwarf- . 
ish shrub, not rising bigner than a few feet 
above the ground. * 

The third evening of the journey, the travel- 
lers were sitting in the neat apartment of their 
inn, Arthur writing up his journal, and Ned 
attontively listening to the convenation which 
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Dr. Colliilk aid M^r. BlM^kball were carrjin^ 
on, when Arthur laying down hh pen, as if 
Itehad concluded, «aid, * 'surely this* is a beauti- 
ful counti^^ but how many are the privations 
of its inhabitants^ ^ow ^eat the hardships 
they must boar, especially in winter. No 
country is like eur own." "No country /'said Dr. 
Collins, seriously, "is so highly blessed as our 
own in climate, in civilization, in wealth; but 
Jet us see whether the Swedish character will 
not bear a comparison with that even of our 
own favored land. What, says Mr. Blackball, 
who has had opportunities of knowing tho . 
people of both countries?" "All 1 shall do,'* re- 
plied Mr.Blackhall, "is to draw a picture of the 
Swede, and leave it to Arthur's own judgment 
to say, on which side the advantage lies. Provi- 
dence has it is true, placed himin a part of the 
world, where the severity of winter is feH for 
coniiiderably more than half the year, and the 
barrenness of the soil necessarily exposes him 
to great privations, and yet you will find him 
always cheerful and contented; even in the 
midst of summer, the early approach of frost, 
what the Swede calls the jarn-natier or the 
iron night, sometimes cuts off the whole of his 
scanty crop, and deprives him of his winter 
provisions ; he does not murmur however, but 
with the bitter bark of the pine, beatten 
till it becomes a soft pulp, he makes bark- 
bread, (or what he calls bark^brod,) and 
eontrives to live upon this unpalatable foad 
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where others would prohablv titr^. It is 
hard fare, Arthur, hut he snows no sigu of 
discontent, and thongh when in this situatioo, 
he is nevef in a great flow of spirits, 1 know him 
to be humble, devout, an^ consequeotljr truly. 
^^P7 » &^^ ^^^ tb^ smallest trite, he warm- 
I7 expresses his thanks, and he continues, 
grateful. I have often heard our oountrymen 
saj, Sweden is a poor country, it is at home 
thtft wealth abounds. This is true, it is a 
poor country, but poverty is not accompanied 
by misery, and go where you will, Jjou find the 
Swede industriously cultivating a spot of 
ground, -and by dint of hard labour forcing a 
barren soil to yield him its produce. Ho has 
found that our real wants are few, hb food is 
YX)arse and scant in quanti^, but he is s^roog, 
healthy, hardy and eo&tented; always well, 
and comfortably dad with articles of his own 
manufBieture ; his cabin is comfortable and 
clean, and yet he builds it eiititdy himself; 
his fields are not overgrown with weeds, he 
strives to make the land repay his toil, and if 
it disappomts him, he cannot say he left a foot 
of it neglected. Now, Arthur, look at our 
common country, and tell me ingenuously^ 
do wo with ail our wealth, our bountiful soil* 
our knowledge, our 'many many advantages; 
do we show the same virtuous qualities, or do 
our fields as we travel along the roadside, or do 
fmr cabins ihow the same industry? thousands 



d by Google 
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jiow mcMay of those thousands mi^ht jastlj lay 
ihe hlaiud on themselves? Greed indeed will 
be yoiir improvement from travel, Arthur, if 
you learn to appreciate worth wherever it is 
found,' and bear home whatever you find 
i^orth kaitation to be afterwards inculcated 
■upon your coiintiymen/* 

At Haga the party iirst heard complaints 
of bear» in the neighbouring forest, s^d of the 
' rarvages thoy had n^Lde among the cattle a fort- 
night before t three had been killed by the 
pdsAflntry, which they described as large and 
•of the black species. To those who pursue 
tfa]» animal sin^y, it is attended with conside- 
taWe danger, for if <the firjt shot misses, or any 
^ther part than >tb^ bead be wounded, the en- 
*v^ed animal rushes upon the assailant, and 
unless he can^retreat cpzickly behind a tree, 
6€«)n tears l^iin to pieces ; sometimes the tiun- 
ter takes with bins two or three small dogf, 
which by barking round the bear, divert his 
attention from the man, who isthu^ enabled 
to get a certain shot. An in^ance of great 
courage had taken place Ibe preceding winter 
at Haga, in a peasant, who searching for his 
cow, found a large bear actually feeding upon it; 
undismayed^ though armed only with his natch- 
eft, he without hesitation attacked it, and pro- 
vkkntially came off victorious. These ac- 
oofltots n^ed the courage of the young men, 
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ibey instantly got oni ttetr liflei, primed and 
loaded tbem, longing each for an. opportunity 
of showing his intrepidity, nor did Dr. CoUiim 
discoarage them, though there is no doubt ho 
«ecretly hoped their resolution would not be 
put to the trial. . 

No wild beast crossed our travelers path, 
and the guns therefore were not discharged, but 
in a short time, on descending a steep hiU, the 
party arrived at Magnebro, the firobtier bridgo 
between Sweden and Norway, and at nine 
in the evening came in sight of the fortress of 
Kongsvittger, perched like.an eagle on the top 
of a mountain, and commanding the country 
around ; at the bottom ran the Glommeki, 
across which they had to ferry, before they 
could reach their resting place for the ni^t. 
This river, the largest in Norway, rises in the 
lake of Stor Scargen, amongst the mountains 
of Dofrafield, in the 62^ of N. laUtude, and 
after forming several cascades in its southern 
course, falls into the Cattegat at' Frederick- 
shall, after a course of 150 miles. ■ The neat 
morning before their departure, they watted oo 
the commandant of the fortress, by whom they 
were received, with great courtesy. The view' 
from the ramparts was very fine. The Nor- 
wegian' mountains rose around them in maje9* 
tic grandeur, some covered to the top ^with 
fine forests, whilst below, the eye eould tJ(«oe' 
the broad stre^un of tbe.Glommoii for a gceat 
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distance. Christianid is exaclly 100 milet 
from Kongsvinger, and iics a little south west 
of the course which was their direct one to 
Dronlheim. By the assistance, however, of 
their forehud, who had the horses always rea- 
dy for them at each station, they made it itk 
one day, arriving in the capital of Norway 
about elevet) o^clock at night : as their road lay 
for a considerable part of the way, along the 
banlcs of the Glommeri, they had an opportu- 
nity ot seeing the manner in which timtier is 
conveyed down the stream to Christiania, from 
the distant forests of Norway. ** The timber 
which you see," said Mr. Blackball, "was origi- 
nally the property of the peasant, being the 
produce of the immense forests by-which he is 
surrounded; it is felled in the common way 
with the ax, the head of which being very 
thick and short, brings down the tree in a ve- 
ry short time, when wielded by an expert 
hand; the bark being then stripped, and th6 
branches lopped off, the trunks are laid in rows 
till they are received, as it is called by the 
merchant. I have often gone myself, continu- 
ed he, upon this business, 150 or 200 miles 
up the river from its mouth, attended by a 
measurer and a marker. The former to de- 
• termine the dimensions of the tree, which, 
from practice he is able to do by mere inspee 
tion ; the latter to put my mark on both ends, 
after the purchase is efifbcted. When they are 
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^eeeivid an4 marked, the pe&sani roUs ibein io 
the bank o£ the river, and tumbles tbem into 
the water, after which thej are left entirely to 
the guidance of the streaoi^ not being looked 
afier till tbejr reach the port of Christian ia^ . 
where a boom b placed across the naoutb of the 
Gloaunen to stop them, and where the.difie- 
rent merchapts have clerks ready to recognize 
and claim their enqpl oy ers' property, which 
:tbey are enabled to do by the marks cut upon 
the two ends," ** I s^hould h?lve thought," said 
l>r* Collins, ''that a mpk atone end would be 
sufficfienV' "so it would" replied Mr. Blackball, 
*' if the trees were not ojFten broken in two, in 
■descending the liumerou?. falls of the river, in 
whiph qfkse there would be no way of de- 
termining to whoq(i the unmarked end be^ 
longed. 

" When the river runs very rapidly, by being 
much swollen, three booms are necessary, it of 
ten happening that the violence with which the 
cunrent drives them, breaks not only the first 
bat the second also, and indeed there are times 
wheQ all three givq way, when of course 
thousands of logs are carried out to sea to the 
great lots and often ruin of the merchant. 
You might imagine, perhaps, that it requires but 
a short time to float these logs to the sea, par; 
ticularly when the river is a rapid one, and yet 
I have had timber three years upon its voyage 
to the coast. A singular instance of it haj^pen* 
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ed ID the Drammeo, which is lh« seoond large 
river of Norway, and flows into the sea 20 
miles .south west of Christiania. Up this river 
at some distance from Its mouth, is the Cata- 
ract of Grave Fossen Fali« ahove and below 
which, the river is a mile broad. The wibcer 
of 1803, had b^eA uncommonly mild, the pre- 
ceding summer very dry, so that the stream 
had not the power to force the timber over the 
fall, wbich is very narrow> being scarcely 50 
feet in breadtb. The winters of 1804 — 6, were 
* equally mild, so that in 1807, when 1 was on 
the spot, the timber was piled from 12 to 18 
feet above the surface, and the quantity below 
was not less, the logs being wedged close to« 
gether; in the month of July, however, in 
consequence of the winter of 1806 being se- 
vere, the quantity of water so increased that 
the whole mas^ went down the fall« and thts 
roar it occasioned was heard for some days for 
miles around* For this long period, however^ 
the merchants could export no timber irom 
Drammen, and I myself wag one of those who 
were greatly embarrassed by having no return 
for the money f, had laid out in the forests ; in 
fact my property was " in the river," and I 
helieve I shonld^have been a bankrupt, but for 
the providential rise of the waters/' 

Christiania the capital of Norway, . where 
they were now arrived, is 250 miles west of 
Stockholm, 300 miles N. W. of Copenhagen, 
r< 
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loBg. 10€^48We8t, and N. lai tieariy 60^ 
It is situated m a fertile valley at the bottom 
of a golf, in the provincd of AfcgeiiiuHs. The 
gulf penetrates above- 50 miles int() the interior 
of the country, being enclosed on both sides 
by lofky mountains, and inter^rsed with beau- 
tiful and romantic islands. On the morning af- 
ter their arrival, Mr. Blackhall took ^hem to a 
neighbouring emin^ice, from whence they en- 
joyed a fine view of the city and the adjacent 
scenery. Numerous vessels were ridii)g at an- 
chor in the bay, which presented an unmffled 
surface. Oa their return from their walk, Mr. 
filaokhall introduced his Mends to a merc^nt 
'with whom he was connected in commeroe, 
who received theHn with great kindness, and in- 
ttsted cm their taking apartments at bis coun- 
try house atUvevold, which was only a short 
distance from the dty . Indeed they had. t>o great 
inducement to retnasm inthe latter, the decline 
of iUade having thrown a general gloom over 
the people* and a morning visit having sufficed 
tofihow them all'ibat Was worth visiting* - Had 
it been the month of January instead of July, 
the annual fair which b held there, would have 
afforded an inte^eitfang and lively spectacle^ the 
peasants of both sexes assembling from the 
remotest uplands^ dothed in their best ap- 
parel, ^d the inHabitants^ieauh district ap« 
gearing in their respective dress, which seldbm 
varies, descieliding unaltered by fashion through 
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svecesdve genefatioiis. Tbrongfao^i Norvfty^ 
winter is the seasoQ for guietj, fof tke euhh is 
tlien bouod up with frost, and ths ordinftry la* 
bours ol the peasant are wbollj suapeiMiQd; 
they therefore come down in crowds from the 
interior tb purchase such manufiactares and 
other apriicleB as their own CKnintej or ikekr own 
iogenuity: cannot supply them with* At the, 
approach o^ spring also, said their new aequain- 
taneo, Christiania, used to present the appeig^ 
ance of great animation, great exertion being 
then made to pi^ the loaded vessels to sea. 
Wh<^ the snow has melted bom the hills and 
the Yerdura begins to appear,- a number of men 
ara emplbyed on the frozen sui^fftce of the. golf 
in cutting a passage for them. This operation 
is performed with gieat dexterity and expedi-' 
tion, about 50 men mnged on o|^osite sides^ 
briskly saw the ice into ob^g blocks^ wliich 
they press under the adjaoe&tsurfaoe^ and ^ 
ship immediately foUowipg their progress, ad- 
vances quickly and almost without Interrup- 
tion to the sea ; but trade, continued he, . has 
been almost annihilated by some recent chan- 
ges which hai^ taken place in the laws of 
Great Britain^ as they regard timber impovtod 
from Norway. ''You ksow my opinions/' sidd 
Mr.Blackball, i» Arthur, smiHngi ''respecting 
restrietions upon the freedom of commerce, |hey 
are t think unjust to the buyer, if Uiey give the 
seller a better price than b* oeuld otherwMe prok* 
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eare; ^i (bey do nof, ^cy arQ uselest, for tbe 
purchasrr would of himself give the preference, 
to the cheapest market." 

The idea that foreigners generally have of 
Norway, Sweden/ Lapland, is generally as- 
sociated with that of continual and intense 
cold, and it was that which our travellen* had 
previous to their departure from England. 
JHere however, if not before, they found how 
gtaat had been their mistake ; setting but from 
Christiania, where they bad remained only 
two days, anxious to profit by the ^ne wea- 
ther, they found the country highly cultivated, 
and the luxuriance of the fields in the valley^ 
<)qual if not superior to any thing they had 
witnessed either in England or Ireland* If 
vegetation is complexly checked during the 
winter months^ it is made up by the strength 
of the summer's sun, and the length of time 
during which it remains above the horizon each 
day in the northern parts, not sinking from 
view for three months, whilst in the more 
southern it sets at eleven and rises at one. 
Here grain is sown and reaped in six or seven 
weeks, and were the summer long enough, 
there is Httle doubt but double crops would be 
raised, wherever the soil was rich enough to 
bear it. In^very direction, the ^mall farms of 
the peasants caught the eye, showing a degree 
of comfort rarely to be met with. At nine 
wiles fjpom Christiania, the grefit Mioten lake 
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cammdneefiy and along H* weaiorn bank tlieir 
road lay for tiie distance of 70 miles, tbeir car- 
riage ivfaeels being at times washed with iU 
waves, whilst, at others, they were mountains 
high above its waters ; here they found the cot- 
tages to have double fronts, they being found to 
render them warmer. Their noanner of building 
was the same as in Sweden, on the roof, a lux- 
uriant crop of grass was generally growings 
though some were loaded with a thick coating 
of pebbles, and above them two or three large 
fragments of rock to secure the whole from 
being blown away by the winter storms. 

It is unnecesary to detail with minuteneM 
the journey from Christiania to Dronth^im; on 
all «idcs lay the same magnificent scenery : 
mountains covered -mih pine forests to their 
very snmmit), patches of verdure near their 
^foot, and beautiful valleys watered by the 
winding streams of the Lessen river, which 
sometimes widened to the breadth of a lake, and 
at different distances, the picturesque cottage of 
the farmer, either standing alone or else group* 
edinto a little hamlet; ihest were the objecte 
that met the eye until they reached the village 
of Dovre, v^hich eiti^r gives its name to or 
takes it, from the range of mountains caUed 
Dofrafiefd, or the chain of the Dofra: field, 
in the Norwegian language, signifying moun- 
.tain. One of tb^ resting places for the night 
was called Moe»hus, where on their arrival 
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Awembted for the purpose of beiag enrolled. 
This afforded Mr. Hiackball an opportunity of 
explaining to bis young friends, tbatafter tbeage 
of fifteen, every Norwegian is considered as being 
in bis Majesty's serVice, and that once in every 
year, an officer visits each district, to note down 
the names and to measure the stature of the 
young men ; be also notices any alteration that 
may have happened in their growth since tba 
former year. Tbese young men all appeared 
in their scarlet caps, in shape li ice our night 
cap, and white coat, which dross is the cos- 
tume of that part of Norway. Here also they 
had an opportunity of observing the gre«t inge- 
nuity of the peasanU'y^ in the manufacture of 
every thing necessary for the common purposes 
of life : living as they do remote from towns in 
their little scMtered farms, and frequently kt 
the distance of' many miles from their nearest 
^ neighbour, necessity, The parent of invention, 
teaches them early the useful arts and trades, 
and thus renders them independent of that as- 
sistance which it ist)ot in their power to obtain. 
Here the same man is found to be his own tai- 
lor, shoemaker, carpenter, joiner, and often 
even faisown clock and watch maker; an or- 
gan was showed to the party, perfect in its 
parts and with a variety of stops, the work of 
a self taught mechanic; most of them also are 
expert at carving, and the beautitui whiteness 
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of the fiir wood, reodon thif talent very orna- 
mental to their cottages. In short there ard 
few things for the purchase of which they are 
obliged to resort to the large towns, so ^reat is 
tlicir natural ingenuity, thus called forth by 
their wants, and improved by the. instructions 
of their parents during tlieir long winters. 

It was here also that Mr. Blackball pointed 
out to the young men, a blind man who, on 
their arrival, was^ent to some distance to seek 
for the horses. Though destitute of sight, he was 
so perfectly acquainted with the intricate and 
dangerous paths of the mountains, that be 
was even employed as a guide. A striking 
example, said Dr. Collins, of the merciful dis- 
position of providence towards us, strengthen- 
ing the other faculties so as sometimes to sup- 
\Ay the place of that which is wanting. 

It was in the course of the following day's 
journey, that our travellers alighting from their 
carriage, at a village called Losnes, passed 
over a remarkable bridge, thrown with a de- 
gree of boldness that was quite astonishing, 
across a fearful cha^m, at the bottom of which 
rushes an impetuous cateract; an inscription 
placed upon it, stated that it had been rebuilt 
ya 17^1, and was ninety feet high above the 
surface of the water, which was foaming be- 
low. The conclusion 6l it breathed a spirit of 
pieiy and deserves to be recorded : 
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TU^V, TRAVBLLBR, THAT WANDKRJg^ST HERB, 
CONSIDER nature's WONDERS, 
THINK DEEPLY ON THE WORKS 
OFGOD) 
THOU SBEST THEM EVERY HOUR. 
HE HATH PREPARED PATHS jON JUANH 
AND ON WATER, 
WITH MANY MORE THINGS 
THAT MAN MAY GO SECURE- 
TO GOD 
BE THANKS AND HONOR. 



Proceeding from Elstad, the next place 
where ihey halted for the night, the pirtj 
came to a bridge near the village of Bredin, 
which connected two projecting rocks, and 
stretched across a foaming cataract Looking 
i4p, they obseirved with great astonishment, a 
square timber mill dam fouiit upon some jutt* 
log rocks, in the very midst of the falling wa- 
ter, for the purpose of arresting and carrying 
off in wooden channels, a portion of the water 
to supply some sawing mills which were con- 
structod, in a manner almost as remarkable, by 
the side of tlie cascade; indeed it appeared 
wonderful that it was able for a moment to . 
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reslsitiifik m faftomtonmtt, wHlmit being at 

ODof swept away. The dam was oonstnicted, 
of the same materials that were uscil for buildio*^ 
the bridge and the sawing mills, namely of the 
trudis oif fir trees almost in their natural 
state. The ^ppealaoaa of the bridge was tin- 
common ly Hgbt, it saemed, ai a little distance, 
as it were tike a rope thrown across the tremen- 
dous gulph. The light carriage made jdo im- 
pression on it, nor would it have shaken it even 
though Dr.,Collins bad not insisted on every one. 
o^ the party alighting from it and walking 
across; but few, as Artbiirsatd, would like to 
be among the number of passengers as they 
are seen heaped upon ^n Irish stage coach, if 
one of these vehicles was obliged to pass over, 
such a bridge. Near it, Mr. Blackball showed 
them the defile or pass of Sinciatr, as a spot 
interesting indeed to the Norw^ian, but no 
less so to every Briton who reads the inscripti- 
on placed by the road side. It states that in 
this pass Coi. ^Sinclair with 9(K> followers, all 
Scotchmen, was cut off by tfee mountaineers 
on 24th August, 16I2j at that time, Gustavut 
Adolphus, king of Sweden, being at war with 
Gustavus IV, of Norway, Col. Sinclair raised a 
regiment of his countrymen to assist him. These . 
troops having landed in Norway at the only 
point whore th^y found the coast accessible, the 
oonimaoder thought to .traverse the gref^t eiiain 
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of Is'orwe^aaiooantainSj StmI thustoreaicb tbe 
Swedish frontier, wfaon on passiagitMfl^i'pot, bis 
foil were were attached with niernds and other 
B^ussUcs by the peasantryt, who had posted 
. tikettsehvs on the rocks wbioh overhung the 
pass, aod as ibe tablet record^, we?e literally 
*' crashed like pofe of clay." :. 

Tho begidiiiDg of the inscriptjcft^, which is 
io Norwegian verse, is liletally te follows: 

, Courage, loyalty, and intrepidity^ ^d 
whatsoever gives honor, 
The whole world, amidst Norwegian 
rocks may Icaro. 

A spot was shown to them by -one of the 
monntaiaeers whom ihey met near the spot, 

II where Col. Sinclair and his soldleis were bu- 
ried, and it still beaKthe name, of Sinitlair's 
graiV^; a ballad ako is in'tlM moutb of every 

: one in the neighbourhood, whtcfa begins : 

Sinclair came o'er the north sea, 
To storm the cUflS of Norway. 

and shows how well the transaction is preserv- 
ed though it took place above two centuries ago. 
Accident gave our travellers an opportunity 
of witnessing a Norwegian wedding, at a vil- 
•. lage calledFormoo; and though the day was not 
far advanced, they willingly halted till thene^t 
morning' that they might assist at it,. The 
young woman was very handsome, net lover 
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mm fHTosont, and they were both in full dreRs 
for the approaching eevemony. The young 
man's clothes were all of whilCi and he wore 
large buckles in his shoes— his lady was dress- 
ed in a jacket and petticoat of, brown cloth ; 
upon her head siie wore a cap of black silk 
ed^ed with silver lace, and bound round with 
a black handkerchief in the form of a turban ; 
this head dress was further set off by a little 
pink ribbon tied under the chin, part of which 
fell down the neck behind — her shift was' fas- 
tened in iront by a neat broach, and she wore 
high heeled shoes that were soled with iron, 
and had very large buckles in front — her com- 
plexion was somewhat dark, but her features 
being well formed with a fine bloom on her 
cheeks, and her hair and eye-brows of a ric^h 
dark colour — ^her appearance on the whole 
was extremely pleasing, and more like that of 
a native of Italy, than of the mountains of 
Norway. 

When a, marriage takes place in Norway, 
open house is kept during the entire week for 
all comers. Every neighbour fyad every rela- 
tion of the bride and bridegroom bring with 
them provisions as a contribution to this feast. 
The new married couple are expected to pro- 
vide beer and brandy. The food consists of 
meat, cakes, fritters, &c. besides a standard 
dish foi; a Norwegian wedding, called cabbage 
soup, it is made with beef, pork, sausages, 
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and vegetables of everj kind mixed together* 
WheD the guests take their leave, they all 
make presents to the wedding pair, according 
to their circumstances and degrees of relation- 
ship or friendship. Some of them give two, 
three, four and five dollar9> and in this way 
the newly married couple sometimes collect 
a sum equal to three hundred, and seldom less 
than one hundred dollars. 

The morning was dark and gloomy when the 
party set forward from the village of Foste, 
where the difficullies of the ascent may be said 
to commence. This village or rather station, 
is the first of four ** field stuer" or mountain 
rooms, which in the thirteenth century were 
built by Jcing Eyestein, for the accommodation 
of travellers crossing the Dofrafield. Thanks 
to Mr. Bla'ckhall's experience, their carriage 
though light was strong, their harness was good, 
besides which his forebuJ who had often cross- 
ed with him before, had taken care to provide 
good drivers and also additional horses, where 
the ascent was very steep, and yet they found 
it exceedingly fatiguing from the exertion they 
were obliged to make at intervals in helping 
the carriage on : Wherever the horses sudden- 
ly stopped, and they did so frequently from 
exhaustion , a peasant was instantly obliged 
to lock the wheels by throwing a long polo be- 
tween the spokes of both, and to place a large 
stone behind the wheel to prevent it from roll- 
ing back. In this way they reached the Har$» 
hache^ 4575 feet above tlie sea, at. about two 
H 
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t*ci66lt, atfd were glad to rest for a time ami<}^t 
tte tnoW, ^ich eveil at tbis time of the year 
lay sfcattered around, A total sile&ce prevailed 
' &tt all sides, broken at times by the whii^tlingof 
th6 plorei*, which occasionally flitted past. 
The view wfts bounded on all sides by snow- 
covered Mountains, and in the distance aros6 
the lofty Sneehatten, (literally * ^«/ of snow,) 
like a vast column 8000 feet high, lookirig 
down upon the place where they were. It 
was full an hour and a half before Dr. Collins 
was sufficiently rested to proceed. Arthur and 
kis companion however *were in a much shorter 
lime able to take tb6ir guns and bring down 
some brace of plover for their supper. 

The road now gently declined till thoy 
reached FogstHe, (Fog- chamber) another of 
the Field Stucr; it was' midnight, however, 
when they arrived at the comfortable inn, 
Whete they found a good supper and well aired 
beds prepared for thera. The next day they 
reached Jukin, and the following one, Riose, 
wkere they slept. Their fatigue was now at an 
and, and the wild scenery which they had for the 
■preceding two days been witnessing, had totally 
disappeared. But eighty miles now separated 
them from Drontheim, and as their road lay 
through the populous and fertile valley of Gul- 
tiflttti it wa^ easy for thera to reach their des- 
tination at an early hour in the evening, 
and to witness ,the joy Mr. Blackhall's re- 
turn diffused through his delighted family, 
ooQsisting of liis wife^ an English woman^ 
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and seven cLildren, the four eldest boys now 
nearly arrived at manhood. Our travellers 
need not have known the language in which 
the greeting of this happy family vras ex- 
pressed, to judge of its joyfulnoss, yet it en- 
hanced the pleasure to hear it pass in English^ 
and carried their thoughts to those friends 
whom they had left behind, and whom it 
w*ould be their happiness to- embrace, should 
it be the will of Providence to spare them for 
the meeting. Dr. Collins was too well bred 
not to know that at such a moment the pre. 
sence of a stranger is a restraint, and therefore 
he soon with bis youdg companions retired 
for the night, and left his kind and hospitable 
friends together with their children. 

The day after their arrival shewed our tra- 
vellers the inhabitants of Drontheim» under the 
most favorable point of view. Immediately 
after breakfast Mr. Blackball conducted them 
to pay their respects to the General Comman- 
dant, and the principal people, by all whom 
they were received with the most friendly 
courtesy. On their return home they found 
invitations from every one they had visited, so 
that had their stay been for a month instead 
of a week, the time limited by Dr. Collins, 
they might have been abroad every day. "1 
shall accompany you," said their kind country- 
man, ** to the houses of our friends, but to-day 
you must give to me and my family, from 
whom I cannot separate myself after so long 
ED absence, and to-morrow we must dine with 
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tbe Gentral, whose rank entitles his invitation 
to precedence of all others; in the mean iimo 
let" me now explain to you the arrange- 
ment which we make of tho hours of the 
day: we do not rise with the sun, because at 
present that orb appears above our horizon 
about hulf^n hour after midnij^ht, and for about 
three days pf midsummer never sets at all ; but 
we take a slight breakfast about six in the 
morning, and at nine we have a luncheon, 
which is called duel: at twelve or one we dine, 
at the end of dinner on a sign from the mistress 
of tho hotlse, the company all bow to her, drink 
her health, and then suddenly rising, push 
their chairs along the ground to the .sides of the 
toom. If 1 did not warn you, said he, smiling, 
you might be startled, for it is one of our cus- 
toms, and a singular one certainly, to do it with 
great noise. Then all stand silent for a time, 
returning tha«ks to the Giver of all good, after 
which bowing to the master of the house and 
to each other, they kiss the hand of their hos- 
tess and retire into another room wheje coffee 
is served, during which some gentlemen smoke 
tobacco in an adjoining apartment; after coffee, 
tea is served ; and the company amuse them 
selves in variou? ways till supper is announced 
Dont be alarmed, Arthur," concluded he, see- 
ing the fallen looks of his young friend, at 
guch a dismal round of eating and drinking. 
This takes place only at dinners of ceremony, 
and you »hall go to as few of them as you 
pkase; our mode of living at homo is moro 
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conformable to Bnglisli raannerR, and you will 
become better acquainted with tome of our 
countrymen who follow my example; with re- 
spect to my friend Ned, 1 have a plan which 
1 think bo will like, one of my clerks is an 
Englishman, and lives next door to me with 
his family, he shall board with him during 
your stay, so that except at meal times, you. 
will be together, and can visit the curiosities 
ofqurcity, and whatever else is remarkable. 
I have one thing more to mention, and I think 
it will gratify you, a vessel of mine clears out 
of the hjjLrbour this very day, with a cargo of 
timber, for Dublin, and will proceed on her 
voyage, wind and ' weather permitting, to- 
morrow, a few letters wont add much to Iho 
weight of her lading, so that I shall not close 
the packet which I am sending wiUi her lo my 
correspondent before morning." 

It was pleasing to observe the countenatices of 
the young men as Mr. Blackball considerately 
offered to forward letters to their friends, the 
colour mounted into their cheeks, as home 
was thus brought before them ; home the 
scone of early happiness, the residence of pa- 
rents and friends, which after all they had 
seen, they still preferred to all the world, 
' feeling as it were, the ties which connected 
them with it only increased by the distance 
which sej>arated them from it ; with the great- 
est alacrity they returned to their rooms to 
make uj^ the journals which they bad regu- 
larly kept, nor would they consent to liir 
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from the boaie till ihej cadb apoompanied 
iiis parcel with letters expressing tbeir affec« 
tiopate attachment to those whom they hoped 
to see ;igain. 

Arthur's letter Was as follows : 



Droutheim, July 8th, 1818. , 

My dear Father, 

You have long ere this I trust been made 
acquainted with our proceedings as fa,r em 
Stockholm, and the unexpected alteratioa 
which we there made in our original plaa. 
If the letters which we dispatched from that 
city, reached you safely, they informed you 
that a good Providence had watched oyer us 
both at sea and on land, and given us health 
and spirits to enjoy the advantages your affec- 
tion had provided. How happy should I be 
at this moment, oould i know that you were 
then, and are still as well and as free from sor- 
row of every kind as an affectionate son can 
wish ; it is one of the pains which separation 
from friends always brings, that we must be 
in continued uncertainty about the present 
health and happiness of those we love, and 
though your letters have always been the 
source of the highest gratification, still the 
fear that perhaps at the monaent I was 
reading them, you wei|^ not possessed of the 
«ame health ^d happineM ai when you wrote> 
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bas presented itself to my mind, and I have 
found relief only in the recollection that the 
jame Almighty Being was watching over us 
both, and would spare us, if He saw fit, to meet 
again in happiness and hea^»h. 

I should have sent you my journal from 
Stockholm, had ^t then possessed any interest, 
OX been likely to amuse you. I was there 
however as it were only on the ftireshold of a 
new world, and every thing appeared to me so 
strange, my eye? ^nd ears were/ so engaged, 
with uncomnion sights and sounds, so unlike 
evc^y thing I had hoard or seen before, that it 
was a long time before I could reduce jny 
thoughts to any order, or fimongst the multi- 
tu J e, select those pbject^ which were most de- 
scn'ing of being mei^tioned. 

This confusion however, has since ceased. I 
io notnow as I did at first, stare with astonish- 
ment at every thing new or wonderful, or look 
with surprise at little children speaking a lan- 
guage which I had been accustomed to think 
could be acquired only by long study and la- 
bour; I can at length compare what I see 
with what I'' saw before, I think I entertain 
more comprehensive views of society, seeing 
every where the traces of an all wise Provi- 
dence, in giving to all nations, those blessings 
which best befit them, and beholding e^en in 
the peculiarities which distinguish one people 
from another, distinctions which have their 
rise in climate and constitution. 

1 have found Dr. Collins every thing you 
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could wish, staDdiogas he does in your place, 
1 look up to him with respect, whilst the mild- 
Kiess of his maoDers, the care he takes to make 
my travels productive of i ra pro v erne nt, and 
the anxiety he shows about my safety and 
health, have gained my warmest affection and 
esteem. Farewell ray dearest father — remem- 
ber me with kindest love to my mother, 
let all my friends know that I often think of 
them, hoping ere long to meet them again, and 
believe me Sir, your dutiful and attached son, 

Arthur^ Harding. 

P. S.— Ned Boulger writes by this opportu- 
nity to his father — tell him bow much it in* 
creases my pleasure to have my early compa- 
nion beside me — if a good son be a blessing to 
a parent, he is such a one, and' has shown 
himself deserving of all your kindness, s^ 

Pat Spring and Faithful for me, I sometimes 
wish for ihem when I see the foxes crossing 
our path,' only 1 dont think the good dogs 
' would know their old enemies in their white 
coats — I hope John takes care to give them 
water and takes them a run in the fields every 
daj. 

Ned^s letter was more simple, but it was not 
less^ charactciistic of a sound head and a good 
h«art — It ran as follows : 
u5 
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Drontheim, July «tli, 181S. 
Dear Father, 

The coach which brought iis frona Newry to 
Dublin, when we were setting out on our tra- 
vels, started so suddenly, that you had not 
time to finish what you began — I remember 
well, however, tbe first words, **Ood blcsss 
you Ned, and keep you safe," and be has 
kept me safe in danger as well as temptation, 
and 1 hope will always make me mindful that 
lie sees me every moment, and marks 'my 
thoughts as well as actions. 

At that time you little thought T should be 
so great a traveller, and in places too, which 
few of our countrymen ever see, butshould we 
meet again, you shall have a more full account 
of what we have seen, than I can send you 
now. Mr. Arthur sends home his Journal, 
which he seldom failed to, write up every even- 
ing. I had to see that the trunks were §afe, 
and to unpack »tbem, so that I could only 
now and then note down the remarkable 
things I saw, and these I send you, but I 
have a great deal more to tell you, which I 
amust defer till the winter evenings, when my 
mother taking off your wet things, sets your 
chair in your own warm corner, and makes 
you as comfortable as she can, after the work 
of the day is over. 

The city from which I write, is called 
Tronyem, by those who have the beat 
ri^ht i9 know, that is the natives. The Irish 
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I am told wlio trade Ip Norway, call it Dron- 
theino, and so I call it to you, though a Norwe- 
gian would not understand me. It was onco 
the capital of the kingdom, and looks a very 
handsome place, though all the houses are built 
of wood. Do not imagine, towever, that they 
are therefore little cabins, or even like farmert 
houses, th^re are not finer private houses in 
Dublin, and the only reason I can discover for 
their being built of wood instead ot brick, is, 
the great plenty of the former, Norway be- 
ing the land of timber, and forests covering 
the greater part of the country, and for hun- 
dreds of jniles. I do not think there is so much 
ground cleared of trees in this country as there 
is land covered with trees in Ireland. 

Dont suppose however, that 1 am pleased 
with every thing I see, very far from it. In 
«ummer it is light nearly the twenty-four hours, 
and the poorer class I am told seldom sleep in 
a week day, but then they make up for it on 
iSunday, many of them never stirring from bed; 
of course they cannot be good christians, for 
you remember, it is one of the couunandmenti, 
to keep holy the sabbath day. 

They have a custom also of drinking a glass 
of brandy before their meals, which must be 
very hurtful to their constitutions. I told one 
of them so, but smart enough, he teld me ma- 
ny of my countrymen did worse, for they drank 
whiskey at all tioics,; that made me silent, for 
JQU kpow it is true: the Irish, 1 grieve to «ay, 
jo-e too fond of what thif call the "native," and 
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worse than the Norwegians, they drink immo- . 
derately, and in their cups quarrel and fight. 
Oh ! father, money is said to be' the root of all 
evil, but it should be rather whiskey is the 
root of all evil, for it tempts people to commit 
every wicl^edness. 

Thq people here ate very poor, for you must 
know,, that for many months in the year, the 
ground is covered with snow ; indeed so poor, 
that I have seen them boil the dung of horses 
with a little rye meal in water, and give it as 
food to poqitry, cows, and pigs; and I am 
told that further north, they feed the cows for 
a great part of the year, on sea-weed and the 
heads and offal offish 

1 \3^%Ye, seen no turf br coal since we landed 
on tho contipept, hut you need not suppose 
that they want fuel, the jmmense woods give 
th«ra enough for f}nng, apd there seems far 
Jess likelihood of the forests being exhausted 
than the bog of Allen being cut oufT 

Perhaps when you read so far, you are ready 
to say, that with such plenty of wood we must 
lave fine fires : no such Jbhing, the rooms are 
heated with largo stoves, built up in one side 
of the room, like a huge chest, taller than a 
man and covered with tiles, which continue hot 
for a longtime, and keep the apartment warm. 
Give me, however, a blaze^in the grate, what 
we call in the North *' a woe bit ingle," which 
not only makes us warm but cheerful. 

You remember once telling me, that in fo^ 
mn days there were wolves in Ireland, you 
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would say tbey juust all have come over here, 
for I am told the woods are full of them, and 
that -when hungry, they often lie in wait for 
travellers. You would scarcely guess what a 
simple thing frightens them away, a piece of 
rope left dangling behind a car or sledge is suf- 
ficient to send them away, which it does by its 
constant motion. 

And now dear father, God be with you acd 
all at home, tell cousin Tom I hope he minds 
his boo^ ; here there are schools in every pa- 
rish, and you could not meet one but is able 
to read and write; should he be a dunce, he 
is the only one of all ] love whom 1 shall not 
see again with pleasure. 

Mr. Arthur is so kind as to desire to be re- 
membered to you, could 1 tell how good he is 
to me, you would love him more than 1 do, 
though 1 dont think that possible. 

liove to all, especially my mother, her part- 
ing gift is now*Defore xna, and it will please 
her to know that night and morning Mr. Ar- 
thur and I read a chapter in it together. It 
has been to both of us a precious treasure. 

With prayers for all my relations, I sub- 
scribe myself^ your afFectionato son, 

Edward Boulger. 

N. 5. — I have bought a Norwegian pipe for 
uncle James, the bowl is baked earth, the pipe 
of horn nicely turned, and with common cafo 
It nevor breaks. Your dutiful Son, 

Edward Bouloer. 
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Theso letters written and dispatched. Dr. 
<!!ollins and his young companions strolled out 
by themselves to walk about the city. The last 
town towards the north pole ; it presented no- 
thing but what might remind them of the cities 
of more southern Europe. The streets were 
wide and well paved, and lined on each side 
with houses, which, though built of wood, were 
in general plastered and whitewashed. Tiid 
meeting of the four principal streets, formed 
a handsome square, halving in the center a 
handsome fountain, which supplied the inha- 
bitants with excellent water; upon the north 
side stands the fiiTest wooden building in all 
Norway, a magnificent pile, the residence of 
the Commandant, and looking down the street, 
which extends westward ; a lofty mountain ap- 
pearing as it were at the extremity. On the 
east lay another mountain, less lofty and co- 
vered with a rich harvest. Beyond the Com- 
mandant's palace appeared a range of moun- 
tains; and between, a noble bay full of ship- 
ping, with Monkholm (monk-island) and its 
citadel in the center; whilst to the south the 
land gradually rose till it was terminated by 
the venerable remains of the old cathedral, 
erected in the eleventh century. Almost all the 
houses had gardens laid out, it is true, rather ^ 
accordingto the dutch taste, with straight walks, 
wooden statutes of men, poultry, and ani- 
ixiajs, and trees clipped into various grotesque 
fihapes. . Ramparts surrounded the town, and on 
thi^m they j»w ths criminials in ^h^iot, wbo 
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•were condemned to this punishment for diffe- 
rent periods, according to the nature and enor- 
mity of their offences. Death is never inflicted 
but upon the ^ most incorrigible and atrocious 
crimes,, and they were informed that an exe- 
cution had not talten place for the preceding 
ten years. 

The next day as already mentioned they 
dined with the Commandant, the feast was te- 
dious but magnificent, and in the evening the 
troops were reviewed in the square before the 
bouse. Amongst the many regiments which 
they saw, there wks one which particularly 
attracted their attention, and which rpay be 
considered amongst the greatest curiosities in 
the country. This is a corps of about six 
hundred rnen, which have acquired the art of 
performing all their military evolutions in the 
Lapland JSkates. Their Colonel, a man up- 
wards of sixty years of age, was at their head, 
Mr. Blackball told them he had seen him con- 
duct himself in these Skates with as much 
dexterity as the youngest soldier in his regi- 
ment. Their uniform is Jight green — in sum 
mer they are armed with rjiles and act as chas- 
seurs, but as soon as the snow has fallen^ in 
sufficient quantity, and in a state to bear them, 
they put on their skies or skates, and com- 
mence their winter manoeuvres. This singular 
descriptron of military force has been some- 
times employed with great success against the 
enemy in the wars with Sweden — indeed as 
Mr . Blaokhall informed them an 9xm^ would 
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be completely in the power of an handful of 
these troops, in winter, for they being stopped 
by no obstacle, and swift as the wind, can 
attack it on all points, while the depth of the 
snow and the nature of the country would not 
only make pursuit impossible to the regular 
troops, but almost deprive them of the moans 
'of defence; the sl^iders, or skaters, still hover- 
ing round then^ like swallows, skimming the 
surface of the ground, and dealing destruction 
upon their helpless adversaries. 

In every pair of the skates, worn by these 
.troops, the one is longer than the other; the 
long skate which is six or seven or sometimes 
even eight feet long, is worn on the loft leg, 
and upon this leg the skater chiefly rests; the 
short skate which is generally one or two feet 
shorter than the other, is worn upon the right 
leg, and serves principally for pushing the other 
forwards and directing it : for this purpose, it 
is covered with rein deer-skin, the hair of 
which lies smooth, while the skater is ad- 
vancing, but bristles up and becomes rough 
upon any motion backward, and therefore 
serves as a hold upoli the snow. 

The bottom ©f the long skate is of smooth 
wood, having a groove hoUow'd within tlie 
surface to make it lighter, ^nd to assist the 
spring of the skater, who sometimes, in go- 
ing very rapidly down a hill must take great 
leaps over the jocky and rough ground that 
may be above the snow~a leap oi J\fieen 
yafds is sometimes taken in this mauuer— 
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«L 9tick flattened at one end to prevent its 
sinking in the snow, is held hj the skater in 
Ills hand as a director, and his position in go- 
ing do\^n hill is always with his knees very 
much hent, and bearintr with his two hands 
upon the stick on the left side, dragging it after 
hioQ, and at the same time supporting hinnself 
by it" **1 should think/' sa\d Arthur, '* our 
mode of skating in Ireland by far more graceful, 
than this way of hurrying forwards with tho 
knees bent, and the skater carrying a great 
stick in his hand." " That fe true," said Mr. 
Blackball, " but see how these men have the 
advantage over you in the swiftness and 
ease with which they can move ; for whilst your 
countrymen can only glide over a level surface 
when he has his skates on, the Norwegian can 
descend steep hills with a velocity that t have 
heat-d can be only compared to the flight of a 
bird." 

It is not necessary to mention the attentions 
which our travellers received from their friends, 
or the kind efforts which were made to render 
their stay agreeable : at the end of the vwek, it 
became necessary* to decide upon a plan of fu- 
ture operations. I f thoy were to proceed to Rus-* 
sia, it was necessary to retrace their steps to 
Stockholm, and then cross the Baltic to Peters- 
burgh, but the young men had both been so 
excited by the accounts they had heard of tho 
conntry north of Drontheim, that they plead- 
ed earnestly with Dr. Collins, to shape his 
course in that diroctiun, rather than spend 
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tbcir time in re-measuring ground w^icli tbej 
had already trodden. The clerk with whom 
Ned had been living, had a few years before 
resided close to the North Cape, at Behrog 
where he had charge of a fishing establish- 
ment, for a Drontheim merchant, and his bro- 
ther was still there ; ** no small induceinent," 
^id Arthur, " to know that we shall find a 
countryman there, and be sure of his kindness." 
" But how," said Dr. Collins, "shall we thq* 
avoid what you seem to consider so objection- 
able—the farther north we go, the more 
ground we shall , have to traverse a second 
time." *' No Sir," said Arthur, '* we caa 
make our way down to Tornea, at the head 
of the Gulph of Bothnia, from which we c^ 
proceed to Petqrsbugh, or to any other port 
m the Baltic, as well as from Stockholm." 
" Well," said Dr. Collins, *' I consent, but re- 
member it is only on one condition, you must 
follow explicitly my wishes respecting clothing, 
and must not expose yourselves to cold when 
proper precautions may defend you frpra it." 
—This decision thus made, they now soqght 
the assistance of their kind friehd, Mr. Black- 
ball, who entered fully into their wishes, and 
told them what preparations it was necessary 
they should make, ** your low carriage," said 
be, " will answer exceedingly well as far 
as it can go, and you must hire a Norwegian 
who ha§ been the journey already, but as a 
great deal of it is to be performed in boati, 
jott muit reckon on being obliged to Uaro the 
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former behind you when you embark, and 
you must here confide to me every article 
which would be superfluous for the journey-— 
you shall find them before you at any point 
you choose to mention — ^you must bring your 
own blankets, and also provide yourselves with 
cloaks of wolf's skin, with large sheep-skin 
caps and gloves to wear when requisite — as for 
letters leave that to me, I shall procure such 
as you will find useful at the different places 
where you must stop." 

Thege arrangements were quickly made, 
their servant hired, named Jean Jorkinson, 
who spoke F^bnch and knew a little English, 
and what was more satisfactory, had an e^j- 
cellent character for honesty, sobriety, and intel- 
ligence; on the 16th of July, they bade a^ieu 
to Drontheira and its friendly inhabitants, sin- 
cerely wishing that circumstances might give 
them an opportunity of returning in their own 
country those attentions which had been «o 
kindly bestowed. 

When friendships are thus formed between 
persons, who have learned to appreciate each 
others worth, and yet from circumstances are 
fiever likely to meet again — the parting scene 
is always melancholy. The morning howe- 
ver was delightful, not a cloud was to be seen, 
the air was balmy and mild, and as their guide 
informed them, promised a continuance of 
fair weather, and the sides of the mountains 
around were covered with the blossoms of 
the wild raspberry and i»trawberry ; thi^ there- 
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fore, soon after cjearing the. streets of the city, 
gradually recovered their spirits, and at length, 
talked with cheerfulness of the pleasant jour- 
ney which was before them, they also got 
rapidly on their jouruey, for instead of the 
small though spirited horses which they had 
been hitherto used to, I hey found the cattle on 
the road, strong, bony, and short backed, of a 
dark brown and fine crest. 

A$ they passed along the shore, Jean, the 
guide, whom they found to be frank and com- 
municative, pointed out several large flocks of 
Eider ducks, which were hovering near, undis- 
turbed by our travellers approach. " These 
bll-ds," said he, " are valuable for' the downy 
feathers they yield, being made into pillows 
and beds for the rich. " What is the mode of 
procuring it?" said Arthur. " It is curious, Sir,'- 
replied Jean, ** the female when she prepares 
her nest, plucks her softest feathers to line it 
and make it warm ;" *' yes," interrupted Dr. 
Collins, *'and it is from the breast she takes 
them, for that in all water fowl, is the place 
where they are finest, thus giving warmth to 
that part of the tody, which in swimming is 
most exposed to the cold; *' And do they," 
said Arthur, "rob the nest of the downy lin- 
ing: then the young ones perish with cold?" 
'*not80, young gentlemen," said Jeaq, *'the 
down is stripped from the nest /kree times sue- 
c?essively, for so often she renews it, but after 
this she is allowed to finish it undisturbed." 

As our party advanced from day to day in 
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their course, it was easy to remark that tboy , 
were approaching the colder regions of Lap- 
land, which lies north of Norway ; cows first 
disappeared, being succeeded by large flocks 
of goats, which were collected on the shore 
and appeared to be feeding on the sea weed ; 
the road also became gradually more impercep- 
tible, until at length it had dwindled down 
to a mere track, a sign they were approaching 
the end of it; at the end of each day's jour- 
ney, however, their guide knew where they 
would find a comfortable lodging, and as no 
incident occurred worthy of mention, it is 
not requisite to detail more particularly their 
course. 

On the I2th day the party reached Overgaard 
in the afternoon, and drove ujito the only house, 
that of Hans Barlieu, inn-keeper, fisherman, 
boatman and farmer, a person well known to 
all travellers on this road and living on the 
banks of the river Oy. His house may be 
said to be celebrated, from the circumstance 
that all roadb in Norway end at his door, and 
though from thence to North Cape the distance 
is 700 miles, the only means of getting thi- 
thor is by boats, first following the course of 
the Ov<»rgaard \iver, as it runs northwards, 
twenty five miles to the sea, and then thread- 
ing the many islands which are scattered in so 
extraordinary a manner along the Norwegian 
and Lapland coast, till you reach the (*ape. 
These and the extensive fiords or firths which 
frequently run thirty or forty miles into tho 
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cotinlf J from the shore, would of Ihemsolve* 
render any roads useless, while from the 
increasing number of mountains, itwould.be 
most difficult, as well as expensive to construct 
them. The traveller accustomed as he may 
have been to the mountain range in the south 
of Norway, here views mountains behind 
mountains, and as his little boat passes slowly 
along their base, he sees at once how fatigu- 
ing must have been the attempt to traverse 
their snow covered summits. 

Hans Barlieu was a portly man, about 
forty years of age, who bade the party wel- 
come with much kindness, and on learning 
that they were proceeding to the North Cape, 
gave orders for a boat and six rowers, to be in 
readiness by break of day for their departure, 
when the tide which runs up these friths would 
serve. 

The next morning every thing being ready, 
l>r. Collins recommended his waggon to the 
care of flans, adding, that if circumstances 
should prevent the return of the party the 
same way, he might consider it as his owp, 
but it wa** to be ready for Dr. Collins should 
he claim it within the next six months, be^ro 
which he expected to be on his route returning. 
The boat in whi(;h they embarked was built 
of light deal, narrow, and about thirty feet in 
length ; the manner of rowing was singular, 
the sixth rower sat fachjg the rest, and while 
he rowed performed at the same time the office 
of tteergman, guidiug the boat with groat dex- 
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tcrity, tbrough the narrow channels which lay 
between the rocks. The scene was now com- 
pletely changed, instead of the rumbling of 
wbeots, the jolting of the r6ads, the delays at 
the different post-houses, they were gently 
floating down the spacious stream of the Oy 
river, forests of dark green pine clothed the 
sides of the mountains from the top to the hase, 
and numerous birds were warblini; their morn- 
ing song amongst the branches. As they looked 
pver the boats side into the water, which the 
rowers assured them was in some places 1,200 
feet deep; they could distinguish the large 
salmon moving slowly up the stream. As they 
approached the mouth of the Overgaard river, 
the scenery grew more and more beautiFul, 
till at length reaching the sea and continuing 
thefr coarse still noHh wards, they p^sed by 
the island of Ottoroen, separated from the 
main land only by a narrow sound, through 
which they directed their course. It is one of 
the largest islands on the Norway coa«!t, being 
more than 20 miles in length and 5i) in cir- 
cumference. On the south side, at Viig, they 
saw a church, the north wind however blow- 
ing right against them,, they were unwilling to 
increase the labour of the men by going out 
of their fonrse, they therefore proceeded with- 
out stopping till they reached Scgerslad, having 
accomplished a distance of 40 miles from 
Overgaard in twelve hours.' H«re they landed 
for the purpose of procuring a fresh boat and 
rowers; but as Boulgcr had felt the effects of tho 
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sea, and for the preceding three l^ours bad 
conQplained much of sickness, it w^as resolved 
to remain tl;iere till morning. 

Segttrstad where they now rested, is oo ano- 
ther considerable island, called Gioen, which 
is twenty-one miles in circumference. The 
land appeared good, but to their inquiry why 
it was not cultivated, it was answered that the 
inhabitants found it more profitable to attend 
to the filling, which supplies them with great 
quantities of cod, herrings, and salmon. The 
following morning the effects of the sea sick- 
ness having quite disappeared, the party \^\i 
the place after laying in a good stock of dried 
salmon, which in the absence of tiesh meat 
was to be now their principal food ; towards 
evening they can^je to the great Folden, which 
runs inwards nearly seventy miles, as far as 
Aarbotn, across its mouth which is nearly ten 
miles wide: it was quite unprotected by islands 
and a great swell rolled in from thp ocean. — 
Here it was that J^rovidence saved them from 
a calamity which they afterwards learned is of 
frequent occurrence. I'he day was calm and 
sultry, but as evening came on, a thick mist 
rose from the surface of the water, which gra- 
dually spread and enveloped them so com' 
pletely, that they could not see a boat's length 
in any direction. Here the necessity of a 
compass which the Nor.wegian boatmen sel- 
dom possess, strongly showed itself. For 
some time they plied their oars as if confident 
of success, till Ned remarked that the sua 
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whicb was tfcen setlibg in tbe watt appeared 
a- head, apd therefore bo feared thej were 
not proceeding fairfy in their courso^ which 
lay due norlli. This was too obvious to be 
dispated, though do one had perceived it till 
it was then mentioned. Thd aaen accordingly 
rested on their oars, and a consultation having 
been held, it was resolved to alter 4heir course. 
They must have wandered far from the right 
direction, for it was some hours ere they found 
themselves once more within sight of land, 
surrounded by immense small rocky inlet*, 
covered with marine plants, and thow^ands of 
the gull tribe which literally whitened them 
with their numbers. At four in the morning 
they reached Appolvaer, a small island, inha- 
bited by a merchant, whom with grfeat diffi- 
culty they roused from his bed, and procuring 
the accommodatioB ho had, gratefully acknow- 
ledged the mercy of God, ifi thus preserving 
them as well at sea as on land. Appelvaer, 
however, is little more than a barren rock, and 
entirely destitute of any vegetables; th^y 
therefore stopped no longer than ww sufficient 
to procure another boat and rowers, determin- 
ing to take the rest whi©h nature required in 
the boat, rather than stop in a place which, 
promised them such bad accommodation 
After crossing the Folden fiord, they pro- 
ceeded along the numerous islands wito whiok 
the Northern Ocean is spotted, and as tha ^ea 
was calm, and they ware much fatigued, they 
alept soundly till elaven, a,K. whan tha frtaavi^ 
I 
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inau wakened them to breakfast. When this 
needful refreshment was over, ^thcy had time 
to, observe the extraordinary wildness of the 
coast on their right; Arthur also called the at- 
tention of the party to the shallowness of the 
water as he thought, every object being seen 
at the bottom as distinctly as if the depth was 
only a few feet ; but how great wcs their sup- 
prise to find that sounding gave nearly 150 feet, 
the clearness of the viaXer causing the decep« 
tion* Opposite Oiersun, the next place where 
they stopped, lay the Vigten islands, the near- 
est called Ind Vigten, being above fihy miles 
in circumference. Here the post-m6ster who 
had the care of forwarding the post between 
'North Cape and Drftntheim four times a year, 
and at whose house they resided, showed them 
the skins of eight rein -deer which . he had 
shot; tlicse animals used, he said, to swim over 
frcjm the main land in summer, to escape the at- 
tack'of thegad fly, which here is kept oflT by the 
sea breeze; the wolves, however, he said, were 
numerous in his neighbourhood, and coming 
over lii<i the deer, had thinned their number 
^considerably. 

Mr. Jansens house was furnished in a style 
of ancient splendor, which they little expect- 
ed to' meet so far north. Every article of 
furniture bore the marks of antiquity, mas- 
sive gilded tables and painted chairs curiously 
carved, were to be observed in the bed-rpopis, 
which were hung round with numerous faaoi^ 
pietare*. The family consisted of huose^. 
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a son, a daughter, and a niece. Hii wift, 
with wb^m he had Hved forty years, had re- 
cently died, and the old man had not entirely 
recovered from th.e severe loss he had sustained. 
The next day was Sunday, and according to 
our traveller's uniform custom, they rested from 
their journey ; they had, therefore, an opportu- 
nity of observing the patriarchal way in<twhich 
this respectal^e man lived amongst his depen^ 
dants. All supped together at the same table, 
plentifully set out with large bowls of Suur 
Melky (sour milk) and thin rye cakes. The 
upper end of the table, however, where sat 
the strangers with their host aud his family 
presented objects of greater luxury. Large 
plates of eggs of different kinds of sea fowl 
were handed round, by the young women, and 
these were as various in their colovirs as in size, 
some be]oi;ging to the largest species of gulls, 
exceeding in bulk a turkey's egg, and of a 
remarkable fine flavor, whilst others resembled 
those of a plover in size and were similarly 
marked. Bowls of rich cream mixed with 
ripe fruit succeeded, and formed a pooling and • 
delicious repast. 

This simple meal concluded, it was inte* 
resting to see the manner in which each of tha 
family and household approaching the table, 
thanked Mr. J ansens for his supper, and to 
hear the kind tone in which the old man told 
them they were all welcome. 

Here also the young men heard of a huge 
sea animal, which had been seen in the ceigh- 
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liqi»d of ibd Mand ixithig tfc« preoedm^ sum- 
mer, and if Xhe accountk be true, which the;y 
had not only from the post-master, but from 
many others in the subsequent part of their 
journey, it must be ranked in the jfirst class of 
animals. The firet time Mr. Jansons Raw 
it, iie was in a boat, at the distance of about 
two hundred yards, and to him the length 
appeared to bo six hundred feet, though it lay 
in large coils above the water to the height of 
inany^leet. Its colour was grayish, but at 
the distance at which he was, he could not 
tell whether or not it was covered with scales ; 
but when it moved a loud crackling noise was 
distinctly heard. Its head was shaped like a 
flerpent, but though all who dwell on the 
island saw it, and it continued almost in the 
sarao part of the sound for nearly a napnth, 
they were all too much frightened to go near 
it, and it appeared as if th« inhabitants of its 
own element, were equally terrified, for all 
the fish left the coast in consequence. 

From this pldce our travellers proceeded, by 
wemng or sailing along the same kind of craggy 
fthore which we have been describing, occasi- 
onally stopping to change their boat and to 
get fresh rowers ; they passed the Kunnenfield 
mountain on the right, on the top of which 
they were told might be seen the skeleton of 
a whale, how long it had lain there no one 
could tell, but it seemed to Dr. Collins not 
improbable^ that it had, been carried and Ufk 
ihefG wh#t: ** the fbvntaios of the great deep 
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were broken up and the windows of heaven 
opened," and the flood of waters covered the 
highest mountains, and all the people in the 
world except eight were drowned, for their 
wickedness, " which was great." At Hund- 
holm, in lat. 67, 15, nearly opposite the 
Lofoden islands, they found a fishing station, 
consisting of about twelve houses, inhabit- 
ed by merchants and fishermen. Here are 
caught vast quantities of cod fish for expor- 
tation, after having been dried by exposure 
to the air; the number of fish caught in 
the preceding season, they were informed, 
amounted to about a million of vogs, each vog- 
containing twenty-eight middle sized cod ; — an 
English vessel called the Eliza was then in 
harbour^ loading for the Mediterranean. Nor 
was it cod fish only„ which appeared in this 
part of the Northern Sea; whales also are 
found there, which have been known to exceed 
a hundred feet in length, though they do not 
give one-fourth part of the oil pr blubber that 
a Greenland whale would yield. Here they 
found that the sun disappeared only for half an 
hour, and as it was their practice to continue 
their course to a late hour of the night, the 
effect was curious; generally tired on their 
arrival at night, they sought in vain to escape 
the broad glare of day, foT the dazzling hoaras 
of the sun, unrestrained by window shutters 
or bed curtains, comforts unknown in this 
part of the world, burst full upon them, in- 
deed they found that this continued day, pre-. 
i2 



▼•nied tb« inhabitanU from keeping the samo 
hours as in more Boutbern couotries ; the com- 
mon hour for supper was about midnight. — 
They retired to bed about ono or two, and 
their hour of rising was consequently about 
ten o'clock, a. m. 

A little beyond Lofodcn isles they passed 
the Salten Strom, remarkable for its dangerous 
whirlpool; the depth of this eddy in some parts 
is as much* as twenty-five fathoms, and in the ' 
centre a vacuity is formed to the very bottom, 
by the curling spiral motion of the waters. 
The boatmen to)d them that numbers of (isher- 
moa had been lost at different times, being 
drawn in by the current, and yet, however 
cingular the fact appears, it is nevertheless true, 
that it is not always festal to be sucked in by 
the vortex, for they saw afterwards at Hund- 
holm, w^here they changed their boat, a man 
who had been taken down with his boat twice, 
but had providentially escaped both times, by 
clinging fast to the boat, which was throwa 
up in another part. 

At Hundholm, to their j^reat surprise they 
found an Englishman residing, who was en- 
gaged extensively in the exportation .of fish, 
which is here caught in great abundance. 
Mr. Price received them with the cordiality of 
an old acquaintance, for seldom did a stranger 
penetrate to this remote situation, much less ^ 
countryman. In half an hour after their am- 
val, they were lodged in his house, nor was 
lie sati.«fied till they promised to spend three 
^ys^ in return for whioh he oiferod them his 
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own boat, and assisted them in biring six 
«tout rowers who should go with them all the 
way to Tromsoe, thus supersedinff the neces- 
sity of taking boats from island to island, 
whicb had latterly been attended with great 
delay, and was now hardly likely to be prac- 
ticable, from th6 small number of inhabitants 
which they were henceforth to xpeet with at 
several places where they must stop. 

It may well be supposed,\that such an oppor- 
tunity for becoming acquainted with the man- 
ners of the people, was not neglected by th# 
young men, and that their kind friend waa 
happy at the interest they took in this sub- 
ject. They bad heard and read some extraor- 
dinary accounts of another whirlpool, called 
the Malstrotn, such as its being several leagues 
in circuit, and that not only vessels of larg^ 
size had been los^ in it, but, even whales them- 
selves had been caught within its vortex, 
and overpowered by its violence, the bellow- 
ings indicating how violent were their strug- 
gles., and ^hovj desperate their fruitless efforts 
to disengage themselves. Mr. Price, however, 
assured Arthur that these accounts^ were much 
exaggerated. ** The fishery which 1 direct, 
is in its immediate neighbourhood, and the 
boats ore constantly crossing it at all times, un- 
less when it blows hard from the w^estvvard." 
** I should like to cross it myself to-morrow," 
said Arthur, ^* if Dr. Collins has no objection." 
'* I have none, Arthur," TepUcd he, ** for I 
■fely upon Mr. Price's account, that there is no 
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danger, and 1 ihibk it a duty we owe in such 
cases to society, to set the mind light, for I 
have heard of many vessels on their way to 
Archangel, which lies round the North Cape, 
being flelerred from touching at any part 5f 
this coast." 

In such conversation the day passed so agree- 
ably in the company of Mr. Price's family, 
that they almost fancied themselves in their 
own country, an iliiMon which was encou- 
raged by hearing their mother tongue on all 
sides, and witnessing several little English 
fcustoms which their hdst kept up. 

On the following morning, provided with a 
stout boat and six rowers, and accompanied 
by Mr. Price, the party made right across the 
Whirlpool. It was about half-ebb at the time 
they reached it, consequently the current was 
at its height, but the day was calm, and the 
Bea so little ruffled, that Dr. Collins s^jd, there 
was not so much noise as the water makes at 
London Bridge, rushing through the centre*' 
arcli; 

This was confirmed* by the clergyman of 
Veroe, where thoy landed, and to whom 
their friend Mr. Price, introduced them. — 
*' T have myself," said he, ** seen whales 
swimming about in the Malstroom as quiet- 
ly as any where else." When it blew hard, 
however, he added, attempts to cross the 
stream were considered so dangerous that 
none but the fool hardy would think of it, 
and be himself when going on his ecclesiastical 
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On ties, bad been obliged to desist, and return 
after being out a long time. 

The three days passed rapidly away, and 
they were reluctantly obliged to quit their 
countryman, and resume their journey. The 
evening after their departure, they found it 
impossible to reach any [ilace for sleeping, 
they therefore by the advice of Jean, (vi^ho 
fully proved Ins title to the character he had 
obtained,) and the boatmen, made fast to a 
rock and slept aboard. It was a still night, 
but the sun appeared above the horizon the 
whole time without setting. Great numbers 
of porpoises surrounded them, and their loud 
breathings which effectually banished feleep 
from the young men, showed the warmth of 
the weather, for it is said, that heat always 
brings them to the surface. Large flocks of 
Eider ducks also passed them, but took no 
notice of the boat, though the oars as they 
struck the water covered them with the 
♦pray. 

At Sandtort, the party was received most 
kiadly by Mr. Christiansens, a merchant. His 
house was situated near the firth, where they 
landed, which appeared about three miles 
across, and was land-locked on all sides by 
lofty mountains. He was a Dane, and it wag 
an interesting fact, that his settling here was 
occasioned by the loss of his vessel, which 
was wrecked when making a trading voyage to 
these parts. It was then a barren rock, but 
ho had built a very comfortable dwelling for 
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himself, farm hou?os for his dependants, ex- 
tensive ware-houses and good cellars. He 
had even brought soil for a garden from tbo 
main laftd, and it now produced most kind of 
vegetables, amongst them onions, turnips, and 
greens, a proof how much may be accom- 
plished by industry. 

Here the young men had the pleasure for 
the first time of seeing a Laplander, who lived 
on the neighbouring coast, and supported him- 
self by fishing. Tbey afterwards saw many^ 
but as he was t^o first, they were more parti- 
cular in observing him. In appearance he was 
rather good looking, had dark coraplexioq, 
and was about five feet four fnches higl|, 
which for a Laplander was tall. His dresis 
was a dirty white frock, loose and reaching to 
the knees, with a Wther belt around bis waist, 
from which hung a long knife. He wore no shirt, 
the use of linen being totally unknown among 
the Laplanders. It was open in front,- and 
between it and his skin were various artixiles of 
provision, tobacco, and a bottle of brandy, 
all of them supported by the belt below. This 
is the only kind of pocket the Laplanders 
have, and the collection of things in it is often- 
times surprising. Sometimes among them is a 
piece of stale fish, which has probably been 
lying there for days, but the Laplander does 
not think it less palatable on that account 
The preceding year there had been a herd of 
some hundred reia*doer upon the island, but 
finding a scarcity of moss, the Laplanders 
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bad swam them ovor to the continont, fit « 
part oT the firth which appeared to be two 
miles across. 

Tromsoe, the next place where our party 
stopped in their course norihwards, is situated 
in latitude 62|, and lies between whale island 
and the mainland, being divided from the lat- 
ter only by a narrow strait, through which the 
sea rushing causes a very violent current or 
Strom, the name by which it is known. 
Tromsoe was founded by the Danes before they 
gave up Norway to the Swedes, and endowed 
with several privileges to induce merchants to 
come amongst them for the purpose of trade, v 
and thus to relieve the inhabitants from the risk 
of sending their fish and other commodities to 
Drontheim and Bergen on their own account. 
Th<jy vvere sorry to observe, however, that it 
had not answered their purpose fully, though 
it had commercial relations with the Russian* 
from Archangel and the coasts of the Whito 
•ea, with Copenhagen, Bremen and Holstein, 
It contained about twenty merchants and five 
hundred inhabitants, being the residence of 
the commandant or chief governor of Denmark, 
the judge and the sheriff; the population also 
of the surrounding islands was very considera- 
ble, consisting of Laplanders, Icelanders, and 
Norwegians. 

From Mr. Lybrandt, the cliief merchant 
residing at Tromsoe, and to whom the party 
had letters, they learned, that the sun ne- 
ver ttts for above two months of summot. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



149 

■ — In winter, however, for the name spfice 
of time, the inhabitants never see it; and 
during the latter period, for the twentj* 
four hours, there is only 4| hours when they 
have sufficient light to be al^le to read without 
the use of candles. . It is ^ever perfectly dark 
however, the reflection from the snow causing 
a certain degree of light ; and when the wea- 
ther is clear, the Aurora Borealis, or Northern 
lights, make the night almost as clear as the 
day. Arthur and Ned were very particular in 
their enquiries about the Northern lights, and 
wero told they were always accompanied by a 
noise similar to a whistling wind ; and, it was 
added, that the further north you go, the greater 
is the brilliancy of the light, and the plain- 
er the sound is heard. *' When the winter 
sets in, you must be badly oflf for timber," 
said Dr. Collins. " We are ; and yet you 
would scarcely suppose from whence we often 
obtain a supply; from no nearer a place than 
America, ior from thai place comes a quan- 
tity of trees which are often washed ashore, 
carried across the Atlantic by the current 
which sets in from the American to the Eu*- 
ropean continent. Near Tromsoe, the peo- 
ple often pick up logs of mahogany of a great 
lengthy which must have come from the bay 
of 'Honduras, in North America." 

The next subject of enquiry was* the whalo 
fishery ; but it surprised them much to hear, 
that although the seas abounded with the ani- 
m9i, it was coiisidered a seryj«e of danger tp 
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attack thani, aipaoiallj in tha montbi of Jaljr 
and August, when they collect together in 
ihoalB, and often upset hoats. 

The boatmen whom Dr. Collins had hired 
at Mr. Price's recommendation, had behaved 
80 well, and been so steady and diligent, that 
lie would v^'illingly have taken them as far 
a» Hammerfest; the distance, however, they 
thought too great, as it would prevent their 
returning for a considerable time, and they 
were anxious to get home, to lay in the win- 
ter's provision for their cattle. The party, 
therefore, took their departure from Tromso«, 
in Mr. Ly brant's boat, which h6 had the kind- 
ness to lend for the occasion, and the sam« 
night stopped at Reenoe, which was so called 
from the number of rein-deer which ajre found 
there in their wild state. 

At their next resting place, our travellers 
had the opportunity of seeing one of those 
natural curiosities for which Norway is re- 
markable. Tuis was the Lemming, a species 
of rat, which inhabiting, as is supposed, th« 
mountains of Norway, at uncertain times mi- 
grates from its native seats, and in such great 
numbers, that the ground is literally covered 
with tbem, the body marching always, it is 
said, when migrating, in a straight direction, 
crossing hills swimming I'ivers, and even pass- 
ting over houses with which it comes in con- 
fact, without being diverted from its course. 

Dr. Collins found Mr. Steen, his host, a sen- 
sible, well informed man, and like the Norwa- 
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gian eUrgy in geocra], attentiTa to, and aealoat 
io the discbarge oi bis duties. He had two pa 
risbes both of them small islands, under hh 
ce^e. The greater number of bis parisbioners 
were Laplanders, wbo came in numoers in their 
boats on Sunday, dressed in their best clothes. 
Mr. Steen was, on these occasions, clothed in 
a black gown, wearing round his neck a very 
wide white ruff, highly starched, and in broad 
plates, which gave an air of great neatness to 
the whole dress. His other church being on 
the island of Skirvoe, he was often, as his 
wife told our travellers, exposed to great hard- 
ihip and danger in attending it, the distance 
being thirty miles on the ocean. In the long 
dreary nights of winter, when the sun is hid 
from these regions, and the storm sweeps over 
the sea, he is often obliged to leave home in 
his little boat. " I have frequently taken leave of 
him (added she) as be set out, not expecting 
to see him again— but he seemed happy 
and contented — and, 1 am persuaded, always 
left the event to Providence, knowing that ha 
was in the hands of Omnipotence." In the 
course of conversation, she lamented to Dr. 
Collins the want of medical advice, and in- 
atruction for children, both of which were se* 
verely felt — and remarked, how happy the in- 
babitants of England and Ireland must be, 
who, as she heard, had dispensaries, and 
schools, in almost all directions." *' How 
surprised/' said Dr. Collins to his companioni, 
y would this good man be, if he knaw that 
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there are parents amongst us, who do not ap- 
preciate the blafisings of education for their 
children, but in many cases, with schools under 
their very eye, would see their children grow- 
ing up in ignorance.'^ 

It was impossible for our travellers to leave 
the worthy minister, Mr. Steen, without regret* 
It was time, however, that they should advance 
northwards and they therefore, continued their 
voyage, amidst the repeated farewells of their 
friends, and exclamations of Luk paa reiser^— 
(good luck to your travels) which are the 
constant wish, and terms used towards those 
who are about to set out upon a journey. 

The further they proceeded, the more they 
were struck with the extraordinary boldness 
of the coast, and the depth of the water- 
three or four hundred fathoms being often 
found within a few yards of the mountain 
clifi^— a circumstance, however, which makes 
the navigation of the Norway coast in one 
respect safe, as the largest vessel may pass 
withoxit danger even between any two adjacent 
rocky islands, though it might at the same time 
almost touch them with its sides. Indeed^ ass 
Dr. Collins renfarked, it is a striking proof of 
the watchful care of Providence. Keeping 
within the chain of these islands, and pro- 
tooted by them from the storms of the ocean, 
the large yachts which are loaded With fish, 
the produce of these seas, arid make their long 
annual voyages from hence to Drontheim and 
tlie other more southern parts of Norway. 
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The part of the coast along whicb our tra- 
/fillers were now steering, 's called Finraarkr 
by tbe inhabitants, and comprehends a narrow 
tract, winding along the eastern coast, and 
leading round by the North Cape into the 
White Sea. Fin mark is a country divided be- 
tween Norway and Russia, but the inhabitants 
have the same language and habits. They 
^uit their hovels in winter, and return to them 
in summer, in the middle of which season, 
even the Alpine Laplander visit these coasts 
for the sake of fishing, bringing with them 
their tents, their herds, and their furnitur<B, 
The whole area of Ifinmark contains about 
26,000 English square miles, and the popu- 
lation of the province was, in 1801, only 
7802. ' Here our travellers met a race 
of men resembling the Laplanders, whose 
stature is from 4 to 4^ feet, the hair short, 
black, and coarse ; their beads large, th^ lips 
thick, chest broad, waists slender, skin swar- 
thy, shanks spindle. From use they climb 
trees with the agility of squirrels, and are so 
strong in the arm, as to draw a bow which a 
Norwegian can scarcely bend. 

At Loppen, which was the first place the 
Doctor stopped at with his young companions, 
after crossing the boundary of Finmark, 
or Lapland, they found a number ot the 
Laps, as they are called,^ who, hearing of the 
foreigners' arrival, had crowded in from all 

Juarters to se^ the visitors; they were all 
rea*ed in rein deer skina, the hair outside. 
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which madft tham very strange looking dganw^ 
— Loppen is an island about ten miles in cir- 
cumference, but very narrow ; it contains only 
five families, and has a church, and a resident 
clergyman. There they found a Norwegian 
revenue cutter stationed on that part of the 
coast, to prevent smuggling. The same even- 
ing they got on to Soroe, the largest island in 
Finmark, and inferior to Tron, in Norway. 
The next morning they reached Hasvig, a busy- 
little place, and at that time filled with small 
crafty which were returning from the summer 
fishery ; also small Russian three-masted ves- 
sels, of a singular figure, and boats. The na- 
tives were exchanging the produce of their 
fishery with thd Russians for flour and whiskey, 
of which latter, like all ignorant unenlightened 
people, they are immoderately fond. In one 
part, the natives were extracting oil from the 
livers of the fish, whilst a f^w yards off was a 
large party of Russian sailors, with their slop 
robes, long beards, and high caps ; and j;heir tail 
stature making the contrast with the Laplan- 
ders' diminutive form still more striking. 

At Hasvig, our travellers were only about 
forty miles from Hammerfest, and one hun- 
dred^ and twenty from the North Cape. Em- 
barking, therefore, after a hasty breakfast 
they soon came in sight of Whale fsland, and 
landed, not at Hammerfest, but at Fugleness, 
on the opposite side of the bay — having letters 
to Mr Cowley, the brother of Mr. Blackhall's 
•Utk, with whom Ned had m^e acquaintance 
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at^ Di'onthmip. Hearing of thd arrival of 
straui^ers he came out to receive them, and 
gave thera a cordial welcome to his house, 
which was known to the inhabitants of the 
place bj the name of " Rod Huus," or, the 
red house, so called from its colour. 

In the evening a boat was got ready, and 
the party rowed across the bay to Hammerfest, 
that Mr. Cowley might introduce them to the 
different merchants. 1 he view from the bay, 
which is surrounded by lofty mountains, was 
very fine— and above the rest, just over, Ham- 
raerfest rose Tyvefield, with its summit in ih« 
clouds. 

On landing, they found Hammerfest to con- 
list of a few wpoden houses, belonging to 
the merchants, irregularly scattered, and painted 
over with a kind of red ochre. Behind them 
stood a small church/ and near it the ^bode of 
the pastor. Onteommencing their visits, how- 
ever they found no one at home till they reach- 
ed the house of Mr. Dwyer, where the whole 
society of the place was assembled. Here 
they were received, not a,8 strangers, but a» 
friends ; instead of a cold salute, every hand 
was stretched out to welcome them, and iti & 
few minut*« the whole party were as inti- 
mate tpgetber as if they had been acquainted 
for years ; and it was nearly sunset, that u 
half- past eleven, P. M. before Mr. Cowley and 
his friends could quit this cheerful circle, t« 
return to their quarters at Hammerfest. 

The following dar^ Mr. iCowl 07. having 
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ceired intelligence that Bome Laplander! witb 
their rein-deer approached within a mile of 
Fagleness, and would remain for a day or two 
in that part of the mountains, he offered to 
accompany our travellers in a visit to their 
huta. It may he supposed that the proposal 
was cheerfully assented to, and accordingly 
they set out together attended by Jean and 
and Mr. Cowley's factor, (Mr. Aarberg,) who 
kindly offered to go along with them. 

After about half an hour's walk, they found 
the tent pitched at the extremity of a valley, 
between the mountains which sloped down 
gradually to the sea shore, and commanded 
a fine view of that part of the ocean inclosed 
by the surrounding islands. The owner of the 
tent. Per Mathison Sahra^ was sitting at the 
door, but received the strangers with perfect 
indifference ; they however, crept into the in- 
side where they found his wife busy in pre- 
paring the vessels fot milking, and for making 
the cheese. 

As the herd was some miles distant in the 
mountains, and would consequently take a 
long time returning to the fold, our party had 
leisure for exanuning the w^hole of the Lap- 
lander's household, arrangements, which were 
extremely curious. The wife whose name 
was Maret Martins Datter, was not above 
four feet nine inches high, and of a brown 
complexion, caused npiore by dirt than the na- 
tural colour of the skin — she had on her sum- 
mer dreu of white walmal cloth, girt round 
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by a belt, to wbieh was hung a .mall knife, 
her shoes were of strong leather, peaked at the 
toes, and her head dre«s was a high caP; "^j! ■ 
of cloth and bits of coloured calico ThoagB 
her manners were wild and uncouth, they had 
none of the surliness of ber husband. ^ 

In about two hours the barking of dog» 
was heard at a distance, and soon alter tde 
whole herd could be discerned about a n«|e ott, 
winding slowly along the mountains. 1-Hey 
Zl approach^ed the^old, which was a large 
,pace deared of the brushwood, -pnd inclosed 
toy branches of the dwarf birch, and aspvn stucl. 
round to prevent the deer from straying. I ce 
U«le troop advanced in a throng, snorting and 
datteringt'heir hoofs together, b«t ^^^«" ^ee" 
«ense of smell soon made them aware there were 
strangers near, and instantly there was ageiw- 
ral commotion amongst them : with some dith- 
culty they were prevented from escaping again 

into the open p'*^"*- ''f ^* ''"^?JlTn 
within the fold, where the men and women 
bringing their bowls from the tent began the 
operation of milking. Before each deer was 
milked, a cord with a noose w<« thrown round 
the horns by which the animal was secured 
and kept steady. The quantity of milk 
which each deer gave, did not exceed a tea 
«np full, but it was extremely l«s«»^- ..^^ 
rich as cream, and of a fine flavor. Whilst 
our party was attentively observing this noyei 
«enc. Per Matbison was sulky and disobl^ 
ing-be did not like the strangers tasting hw 
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good milk, but a glass of brandy of Tffaich 
our travellers had a small supply, put bim 
in good humour. The women also tasted 
it, and though tboy made some wry faces at 
it at first, t^y like it amazingly and emptied 
their glasses to the last drop. 

In the middle of the herd, suspended to the 
hranchea of a low birch tree, was a child 
about a year old, enclosed in a kind of cradle 
or rather a case covered with leather, and hav- 
ing a sort of curtain of coarse linen cloth to 
shade it from the mnsquitoes and from the 
heat of the sun. It was midnight before 
the whole of the herd was milked, the 
sun bad left the heavens about half an 
hour, but a deep orange tint remained along 
the verge of the horizon. The deer wer© 
at length turned out from the fold, and 
spreading themselves along the sides of the 
mountains, were soon out of sight. The Lap- 
landers, collec'od their milk together, invited 
the strangers to supper, and the wbolo part^ 
having crept into the tent, and seated thera- 
nelres on rein-deer skins, which were spread 
on the ground, the women began busily to 
make their cheeses, boiling the mijk first in a 
large iron pot, over a fire in the middle of the 
tent, the smoke c« which having no outlet 
but a small hole in the top of the t^^nt, nearly 
Ftifled those who were not so well accnstorated 
to it as the natives. The milk wheri taken olF 
the fire runs all in the consistence of curd, 
and being put into mouldi made of beech* 
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wood, was pressed, until each cheese became 
not more than an inch in thickness, and about 
the size of a comnioq plate. 

The whey and some curds were for the 
promised supper, and to this they all sat down> 
though it may well be supposed our travellers 
appetites were not much sbarp.ned by the 
manner in which their meal was served. Fin* 
gers were here the only substitutes for knives 
and forks, and the Laplanders greedily dipped 
their hands down into tbe large pot, grasped 
up bandfuls of purds and whey, and devoured 
it. The bowls which the strangers had begged 
to have the use of, Maret Datter took, licked 
eagerly inside and outside afte^ they had done 
with them. Green wood being placed on the 
fire, the fjaplanders squatted down before it, 
two children lay down on rein-deer skins .and 
fell fast asleep, and about twenty small dogs 
were lying about in all directions. Soon after 
one of the men went out to watch the deer, 
the other was to go out Jn his turn in a few 
hours, and it was curious to remark, how, 
upon a signal given by the person who was 
going upon guard, one half of tbe dogs started 
up and followed him, while the rest took no 
notice of the call, as if well aware that it was 
not their turn to stir untiKho second 'man was 
going out. , 

The day was now pretty far advanced, the 
Laplanders prepared to go to rest, and accord- 
ingly our travellers taking their departure, 
walked back to Fugleness, well pleased with 
their excursion. 
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It now became the wish of our party to 
proceed to the North Cape, the object of their 
loDg and arduous journey, and therefore tak- 
ing leave of Mr. Cowley, they set out for it 
in a boat which they hired with fresh rowers, 
at the same time that their host having some 
business to transact at Tromsoe, sailed for that 
place in one of his own vessels* The weather 
was rather unfavorable and the wind contrary, 
notwithstanding which, in five days, resting 
always at night, they reached the island of 
Maasoc, where they had heard a person could 
be found as guide to the neighbouring island 
of Magcroe. This man they hired, and he 
proved a sociable, honest, and active fellow. 
Maasoe is just opposite to the southern extre* 
mity of Mageroe, the most northerly part of 
which is the North Cape, it is situated in lat. 
71^. They left Maasoe about half-past ten, p.m. 
with a fair wind, the evening sun was sinking 
down to the horizon, and threw its yellow 
ligb^ upon the surface of the sea. At half-past 
twelve, A. M. just as the orb began to mount, 
they made Giesvor, a small village of Mageroe; 
but nothing that any of the party had ever 
seen could equal the wildness, gloom, and 
wretchedness of the scene before them. AH 
around lay rooks in the greatest confusion, 
without a single particle of vegetation to cover 
the black rugged sides. There is one cause, 
indeed, which will always render Mageroe 
a desolate and deserted snot ; there is no 
fuel to be had, and this kas gradually led 
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was not always so tJiinly inhabited, we may- 
he sure, from the numerous remains of 
eburches and habitations which are found 
in different parts of the coa«t. In Mageroe, 
the most northerly point in Europe, there are 
four church yards. 

The next morning being fino, tbey set out 
from Giesvor, and after crossing two or three 
firths, landed at the bottom of Store Kiften, 
a firth, and found the gamme or hut of a shore 
Laplander. It was nicely composed of sod% 
piled to the height of three feet, and close to 
it in the hollow of the rock, was a kind of 
Rtore place for the clothes, wooden bowls, fish- 
ing nets, and a variety of other articles. 

Dr. Collins had determined to go by land to 
the Cape, not only to see something of the 
interior of Mageroe, but also to avoid the high 
sea which prevails almost continually at the 
Cape, and makes it difficult for a boat to get 
round it, nQK)re especially as it was impossible 
to land them, ihe cliffs being nearly perpendi- 
cular. All arrangements being therefore made, 
the next morning they started in the following 
order. — Mr. Heineken, thf»ir new friend, and 
our travellers went first, -the young men carry- 
ing with them their guns: nipxt came a sturdy 
Laplander carrying a t**nt, which they intended 
to pitch at the North Cape, in order to remain 
there duringthe night; next followed the sex- 
too of Maasoe, with a largo stock of wood for 
*firo then two boatmen carry ineproTiBions^ 
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and truslj Jean brought up the rear, with a 
provisiod of brandy, which, however useful,, 
it would not have been safe to entrust to the 
Laplanders or the boatmen. A Laplander 
also preceded the party as guide across the 
mountains of Mageroe to the Cape, with 
which be was acquainted from having often 
wandered thither with the rein- deer on tho 
island. 

It was six o'clock when they reached the ex- 
treme^ioint of the North Cape, Jat. 71^ 10^ and 
as the evening breeze was setting in strong and 

^ chill, it became necessary to prepare their tent 
for the night. This was no easy task on account 
of the bleak exposed situation, and the hard- 
ness of the rock which prevented their driving 
in* the pegs, and caused them to apprehend, 
that, not theteotonly, but all that it contained, 
might be swept away by the blast; at length, 
liowever, they succeeded, and having lighted 
a blazing fire, and brought out their provi- 
sions, they enjoyed th^ with a relish which 

. the fatigues of the day and the keen air of the 
plain had increased. They vjfere now at the 
extreme rtorthern point of Europe, where few 
foreigners, and fewer still of their own coun- 
trymen, had ever been ; th/iy had voluntarily 
•ubmitted to fatigues, from which many would 
Iiave shrunk, for (he sake of witnessing the 
Appearance <)f nature in this part of the world; 
■will it be thought .strange therefore, that the 
youtKful and buoyant spirits of the young men, 
fhoald have experienced a j^fatification at the 
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accornplisbraent of the object they had' kept 
80 loDgiij view, which none can perhaps under- ' 
stand unless he has been somewhat singularly 
situated upon ground — ** where mortal foot had 
ne'er or rarely been." 

The night set in tempestuous, and the storm , 
bowled dismally around their frail tent, never- 
theless they were not anxious to give way to 
sleep till they should see the appearance of the 
hotizon at midnight. From the 15th May tc> 
the 2yth July, they knew that there was con- 
tinued daylight, the sun never sinking below 
the horizon, but shining brightly through the 
whol.e period of two months and fourteen days, 
except when temporarily obsCUred by elouds ; 
but rt was now advanced in August, as we 
bafve said, and the sun therefore disappeared 
for about an hour ; but if the spectator looked 
towards the west, he saw during the whole 
time of the sun's absence from view, that red 
appearance which accompanies a sun setting 
in our own country, and generally continues 
for three fourths of an hour after the luminary 
itself has disappeared. *' What a desolate 
spot," said Arthur, as his eye ranged over 
the expanse of the sea before him, and saw 
the white foam of the waves, and heard them 
below lashing the rock on whose summit they 
were standing. ** Bleak indeed," said Dn 
Collins, " but what must it be in the depth of 
winter, when the sun for the period of above 
two months, that is ft-om the i7th Nov. to 26th 
Jan. never rites to cast his rays upon this tract; 
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nod yot how mercihil k Providence . dunpg 
Mie long winter night, the Aurora Borealis 
shines here with great brilliancy, compensat- 
ing for the absence of the sun, and its light is 
«o great, that the fishermen are enabled 
to carry on their usual occupations, as woll as 
if the s\ih were above the horizon/' 

Though the night had been stormy, the sua 
shone very brightly from the sky the next day, 
and they were thus enaoled to renew their ob- 
servations, assisted by their companion Mr. 
Meineken. tie told them that the circumfer- 
ence of Mageroe was about 70 miles, and they 
could themselves see that it was very narrow, 
intersected by long firths which ran very deep 
into the land between the mountains, and 
nearly approached each other from opposite 
sides of the island. They found also some 
rein deer, hares, and ermines, and had reason to 
believe that there were foxes also, having ob- 
served their tracks in the snow. With respect 
to the fox, their companion described the extra- 
ordinary manner in which the animal pursues 
his prey in Mageroe, which shows his sagacity 
in a very striking point of view. Tbe precipi- 
ces are here, said he, almost eatirely coVewd 
with various kinds of sea fowl ; and as fbct 
build in the clefts of the rock, which ar^ diffi- 
cult of approach, the contrivance of the foxes 
to get at them is most curious. A number 
of ihetn advance to ihe face of the precipice, 
and takihg each other by the tail, the Wi'ak* 
««»t descends first while the str«n^es form. 
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ing tbe last in the cbain or row i»up): oris 
the whole number till the foremost has reached 
the prey ; a signal i^ then given, on which the 
uppermost fox pulls with all his might, and 
the rest assist him as well ^s they can with 
their feet again?»t the rock, and in tliis manner 
they proceed from rock to rock, until they have 
obtained a suflficient supply." It would have 
been a high gratification to the party, could 
they have beheld this curious link of foxes 
dangling midway between the summit of the 
mountain and the ocean, but they could not 
delay their departure, it being necessary they 
should set out on their return southwards with 
the least possible delay. Previous, however, 
to leaving it, they collected large fragments of 
rock, and piled them together,, into a kind of 
pillar about ten feet high, which should bo 
visible from the sea, as a memorial of their 
visit to this remote spot. This once accom- 
plished, they set out, the Laplanders and boat- ' 
men dividing the burden between them, which 
was now considerably diminished, for the 
wood was all consumed, the food eaten, and 
the water cask exhausted. At the close of day 
they reached the merchant's house, at Giesvar, 
when a comfortable repast of rein -deer venison 
and fish, and a good night's rest, refreshed 
vthem after their fatigue. On f^waking tbe 
next morning, they were told that some Lap- 
landers, who had come for the purpose of fish- 
ing, had been most successfully employed duw 
in^ thoir absence, oue of them having caught 
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in that time, the astonisbing qaantitj of fiftj 
vogs, or two thousand pounds weight of cod 
fishy by means of his lines alone. 

It now became necessary for Dr. Collins to 
think of his return towards the south, with the 
least possible delay; the winter would be 
shortly setting in, and should the snow once 
begin to fall, they might be stopped for a con- 
siderable time. To their friends, therefore, at 
Giesvar, they expressed their warmest thanks, 
and added a hope, that circumstances might 
permit their meeting once more in this world; 
to Mrs. Heinegen, Dr. Collins presented a pair 
of polished steel scissars, which be carried in 
his pocket book ; she was highly delighted at 
receiving them, and taking each by the hand, 
said with warmth, raauge tak, ** many thanks/' 
in a manner which shewed how highly she 
valued the kindness she bad just received. 
To their friend the sexton, also, whom they, 
had always found intelligent, good humoured, 
aifd obliging ; they gave substantial marks of 
their good will, and left the poor man in tears 
at such unexpected generosity. 

Returning now to the south, it seemed as if the 
wind favored their course, for it never varied 
from the north poiot, till they reached the bay 
of Talvig, lat. 7(P 20' north, about nine miles 
distance from the spot at which they landed. 
^ Here it was anxiously deliberated by Dr. 
Collins and his two young companions, what 
course they should now pursue. Their object 
was now to got southwards, and in accom- 
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plisbbg this there were two roads, between 
which they might chuse; the first was to re- 
turn by the way they had come to Drontheim, 
the second to make ^n overland journey to the 
gulf of Bothnia, across the wilds of Lap* 
land : against the former it was urged by their 
host, that as the fine season was now draw- 
ing to a close, it would be not only hazardous 
to trust to the sea, but it would be tedious, 
and if the snow should once set in, there 
th6y must remain 'till it ceased to fall, and the 
surface was become hard enough for the sledge 
to run upon it. On the other hand, there were 
the fatigues of a land journey, should they 
set out upon it before the time was arrived; 
however, this latter had one recommendation 
over the other. It would bring them over a 
new road, whereas they had seen every thinj< 
remarkable between Drontheim and the North 
Cape along the coast. This therefore decided 
them, for although Dr. Collins might have been 
inclined in favour of the coasting plan, as 
offering less difficulty to a man of his years, 
be was always happy to give up his own ease 
to the improvement of Arthur. On the 3rd of 
September, therefore, they took their departure 
from Alten, attended by a guide and four rein- 
deer to carry a few necesaries for the journey. 
Their course lay southwards along the valley 
in which the Alten flows, and in five days they 
reached with difficulty the heights of Nuppi 
Vara, 2.665 feet above the level of the sea. At 
K'ligth th^y ctime to Kanlo Kegno, where they 
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w«T« once more graiified bj the tigbt of cowf 
and sheep feeding in green meadows. This is 
a small village witb a church, and is inhabited 
by a mixed population of Quans and Laplan- 
ders. The superior industry of the former has 
materially improved the grqunds round about 
Kanio Kegno, but as the village Ijes in the 
69^ of north lat. and 830 feet above the level 
of' the sea — they have not succeeded in th«ir 
attempts to raise corn or culinary vegetables. 

' The party had now approached the sources 
of the river Alton, and was about to cross the 
ridge which separates Norwegian from Swedish 
Lapland ; /here therefore they dismissed their 
rein-deer, which they had found to be but fee- 
ble animals fit onl^y for running, and soon worn 
out by the fatigue of carrying the smallest 
burden, and engaged the parish clerk and two 
Quans to accompany them the rest of the jour- 
ney, to the shore of the gulf of Bothnia. 
Guided only by these they proceeded with 
great alacrity and vigour. They carried with 
them a small portsilde boat which they launched 
as often as was necessary upon the waters of 
the lakes with which this region abounds, and 
pushed rapidly along a chain of them which 
contained great numbers of salmon. At the 
close of along day thoy took up their quarters 
on the borders of the frontier lake at tho foot 
of steep hills which they had passed. It was 
a beautiful scene, for the moon shone bright 
and full upon the unrufiBed surface of the wa- 
t«rs and scattered a pale light over ths tops of 
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il]« birah treet, while the ({uans laj rooncl a 
blaLi^g lire, roasting their fish upon the 
point* of sticks. The next morning they 
followed the course of the Muonio river, 
which runs doe south, and after shooting dex- 
terouslj in their little boat over a number of 
fu]U, they arrived at a miserable fishinii; hut 
below the Songavara mountain, in lat. 69*^ nth. 
Symptoms of comparative wealth began now^ > 
appear among the industrious Finlanders. At 
lower Muonioniska, our travellers found alarg« 
village, and were ushered into a room having 
glass windows and served with silver spoons; 
yet the corn seldom ripens here, being nipt by 
the early frosts. The potatoe, however, pro- 
tected under the soil comes to tolerable perfec 
tio», and this most useful root furnishps the 
inhabitants with their chief support. Indeed 
it is easy to conceive the delight of the party 
at meeting with this vegetable; it brought 
their thoughts at once to their own land olt 

Sotatoes and their friends far away. They 
ad to descend now through a frightful suoces- 
iion of rapids and cataracts, and it required 
the utmost address on the part of their 
guides to avoid the dangers of the passage ; 
the river, however, soon after resumed its pla- 
cid course and flowed through a thick spread- 
ing forest varied with different kinds of trees, 
birches, willows, alders, wild cherries fring- 
ing the^bank, and the spruce fir clothing the 
back ground^ The countrynow softened by 
degree*, and already the Swedish dress and 
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InaDiien began to prevail, until at length in 
the romantic village of Kangisi in sight of 
•aw mills and forges, ail was activity and ani- 
mation. This was a farmer's iron district, 
the beds of iron ore being of prodigious extent 
aad thickness ; these treasures, however, 
which in England would be so invaluable, are 
here in a great measure lost from the difficulty 
of transporting tbe ore, and from want of wood 
or coal for smelting them. 

From Kangis our travellers proceeded in a 
loaded boat down the river, the banks were 
lined with cottages, but all beyond them ap- 
peared a dismal boundless forest. Next mom^ 
ing on landing at Pakkela, they mounted a 
couple of small cars, and were drawn along 
with furious rapidity through a rich and popu- 
lous country. They met crowds of people 
returning home from church dressed in their 
best attire, youths and maidens hurrying gaily 
to and fro, while the elderly persons clad in 
long dark mantles, girt with a yellow sash, and 
having a small black cap on their heads, 
marched along with stately gravity They 
were much disappointed, however, on reaching 
Tornea, to find it consisting chiefly of detach- 
ed cottages, and to contain only 630 inhabitants : 
The streets were broad, but not being paved, - 
they were overgrown with grass^ on which the 
cows regularly pasture. 

Tornea, where they were now arrived, it 
situated on the. banks of the river Tornea,, 
About seven miles from its mouth, and at th* 
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bottom of th» gulf of Bothnia, in lat. 0J^ 46 \ 
Of a toviTD to little known one would with to 
convejr an accurate idea by detcription. It 
oonsitts of two principal streets, nearly half & 
mile in length ; the houses are of wood, and so 
rude in their structure and appearance, thai a» 
Bculger said, & stranger suddenly set down in 
the middle of the town, Would imagine that 
he was surrounded hy a numher of faggot stacks 
and piles of timher heaped hy the river sid^ 
for exportation. The inn, however, was com- 
fortable, and the party did ample justice to the 
plentiful repast which was set before them of 
pickled salmon, chocolate milk, pancakes, 
diet bread, rye biscuit, and rein* deer cheese. 
While they were enjoying these luxuries, one 
»of the principal merchants of the place entered 
and welcomed them to Tomea, at the same time 
offering them any service in his power. The 
dress of the richer class, consisted of a short 
cloth jacket with cloth epaulet, or else a long 
nankeen coat, waiscoat, and trowsers: they 
were all kindly hospitable, and proved on fur- 
ther acquaintance to be intelligent and well 
informed. 

Though the number of inhabitants, however, 
in Tornea, did net much exceed seven hun- 
dred persons, the numbers who Hocked in 
from the neighbourhood 6n the following sun- 
day, showed the conntiy adjoining was ex- 
tremely populous, especially in the summer 
season when the Laplanders collect from the 
uf per parts for ihe purpose of fishing ia the 
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gulf of Bothnia. It is on fhit account a place 
of some trade, the merchants who conduct it 
making it the depot of the articles which they 
exchange with the natives. For the purpose 
of conducUng this traffic, they set out before 
the month of February each year, and as our 
travellers learned, this march constitutes one of 
the most remarkable sights that can be ima- 
gined ; each merchant has in his service from 
five to six hundred rein- deer, besides thirty 
Laplanders and other servauts. One person 
is able to guide and manage about fifteen 
rein-deei and their sledges, and they take with 
them merchandize to ihe amount of 9,000 
Rix Dollars, {£450 Sterling,) This consists 
of silver spoons, goblets, cloth, linen, butter, 
brandy and tobacco, and in decking out their 
cavalcade, they dbplay as much magnificence 
as possible. The rein- deer are set off with 
bells and trappings, and their coUairs are 
covered with nuff kersimere adorned with 
flowers. As a preparation also for the coming 
of these merciiants, the Laplanders begin to 
Lunt the bear in the autumn, as soon as the 
' first snowialls, by which'tbey track him to liit 
den. This being ascertained, a single man 
sets out attended by his dog and armed with 
a pole pointed with a.quadrangularpin of iron. 
The dog assaults the bear as soon as he is dis- 
covered, and the bear rising upon his hind legs 
t Q seize the dog is met by the Laplander who 
plui^es the pointed pole into his heart. Bears' 
skins, therefore, are one of the chief Articles^ 
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which the Torooa merchants bring back with 
them, besides which, thejr receive tein-deer 
skins, white fex skins, and the skbs of wild 
cats; a rein-deer skin in Tomea sold for thre4 
shillings british, and a bear's skm for about 
three pounds. 



The next mornbg at breakfast our party had 
a kind of bread which, the natives call missue 
bread, which was made of the rind of pines and 
firtrees, and was formerly in general use through- 
out all the north of Curope. Their hostof whom 
they enquired, told them that the process of 
preparing it was extremely simple ; it consist- 
ed in scraping the rough crusty outside' of 
the rind, clear from the peel, and with a hand 
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Vaill grioding that part whkh was toft and 
white after haviog dried it; tha meal thus 
procured was used for the bread. It appeared 
to ^them unpalatable and coarse ;' thoogh 
'liiuneus the celebrated botanist who met it in 
his travels, declared it to be white, sweet and 
palatable. *' I am not particular," said Dr. 
Collins, but I should greatly prefer oaten 
bread, were I unable to purchase whedtea 
bread." ** And I am sure Sir," said Arthur, 
" any, or rather all, siuk in comparison with our 
good Irish potatoe." 

Here ended the travels of Dr. Collins and 
his young companions through Ihe kingdoms 
of Djetimark, Sweden and Norway, which 
we undertook to describe. They were now 
on the frontier town, it might be called be* 
tween the empire of Russia and the territories 
of Sweden. They had visited the three capital 
cities of Copenhagen, Stockholm' ^nd Chris- 
iiania, crossed the Dofrafield mountains, aud 
from Drontheim skirted along the whole wes- 
tern shore of Norway, till they reached the 
North Cape, penetrating into the polar regions 
tvhere an English traveller is seldom seen. 
They had there re- crossed the Norwegian 
Alps, and tracing up the river Muonio, from 
ks source, at length reached the shore of 
Baltic, or rather of that arm of the Baltia 
which is called the Gulf of Bothuia. Lei 
Hs now, therefore, take leave of the reader 
who has travelled so long vCith us. A few 
liays aft^r, Dr. Collins was fortunate enougk 
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io find mccoiDinodatioD for his partj in a teaxdl 
lailing from Tornea to Stockholm, where the/ 
had been before, and from whence they could 
shape their course either homewards 'or else- 
where, according as Mr. Harding should di- 
rect them. In Stockholm where thej safely 
arrired after a short passage, they found letters 
from Ireland of the most pleasing description ; 
their respective families all well aud looking 
out anxiously for iresh intelligence of their 
mo?t}ments, that from Dronthcim being the last 
communication they had received. Mr. Hard- 
ing also still expressed himself as most satis- 
fied with Dr. Collins, and full of reliance up- 
on his direction and judgment with respect 
to any future plans he might have in view for 
Arthur's improvement. Here, * therefore, w© 
may leave them, for though Arthur and Boul- 
ger were ready for fresh fatigues, and indeed 
anxious to extend their observations, they had 
too much good sense not to perceive that some 
rest was npcessary for Dr. Collins, and too 
much kind feeling towards their friend not to 
wait with patience until he should be able to 
set out with them once more. If the reader 
has traced our course through the foregoing 
pages, with interes', and has derived instructioa 
iiom their perusal, we are satisfied with our 
labour, lor ia that case it has not been profit- 
less.' It has made him acquainted with people 
not 90 blessed in climate, soil, or situation as 
we are, and yet happy because contented with 
thfiir lot; ia many places poor^ e\CD to wretch 
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ednessj) and yot ligbteniDg^ihe load of poverty, 
by cheerful resignation to the will of Provi- 
dence. We have also found our young friends 
Arthur and Ned enjoying every thing thoy 
«aw, always on the search for fresh objects, 
(and like the bee which gathers sweets 
from every flower on which it lights, col- 
lecting something useful in every place,) and 
storing their memories with every thing 
which could be intfoduced with advantage 
into their own country, at' the same time 
that they were prepared to assert that it 
deserved the preference above every other spot 
upon the earth's surface — let us admire the 
order of Providence in this respect, for it is an 
undoubted fact, that if you could collect toge- 
ther one- hundred persons from as many diffe- 
rent parts of the world, you would find few 
who would not give the preference to the land 
of his birth above any other, and wonder at 
others if they entertained a contrary opinion. 
The Poet's language, therefore, will form a 
suitable conclusion for our little volume, for 
it not only expresses this incontrovertible fact, 
but adds a reason to which every one will 
assent:— 

But where to find that happiest spot below, 
Who shall direct where all pretend to know; 
The shiv'ring tenant of the frozen zone, 
Boldly proclaims that happiest spot his own. 
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llie n&ked negro panting at the line^ 
Boasts of bis spicy groves and palmy wine. 
Such is the patriot's boast where'er we roam, 
His first best country over is — at home/' 



riKis. 
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